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                    The UN bodies and forums that review progress in specific areas addressed by 
 the SDGs include, among others: the World Education Forum, the World Health 
 Assembly, the International Labour Conference, the Committee on World Food 
 Security and the Human Rights Council (see A/70/684: 46). All of these bodies 
 and forums address issues of crucial importance for the realisation of human 
 rights.


2.3.3  THE HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORU M A S A GLOBAL HUB FO R 
 REPORTING  AND REVIEW 


Beyond the national reviews, the HLPF is supposed to review implementation of the 
 2030 Agenda in a holistic and integrated manner that promotes a cross-cutting 
 understanding of the economic, social and environmental dimensions. This also implies 
 that no single institution or forum can claim exclusive ownership or responsibility for the 
 review of any single goal and target. Rather, the HLPF is supposed to be the converging 
 point for the range of existing national, regional, international and thematic processes, 
 mechanisms and institutions that have the potential to contribute to the FUR. 


From within the UN-system, this implies mobilising and integrating the work of separate 
 bodies and forums, as essential building blocks of a cohesive review system38. Likewise, 
 it implies that the myriad of functional commissions and other subsidiary bodies of 
 ECOSOC, as well as UN agencies, programmes, funds and forums harmonise and align 
 their work programmes and agendas with the SDGs and the global FUR mechanisms. 


All relevant bodies and forums will be invited to voluntarily contribute to the HLPF, with 
 the decision on whether and how to contribute left to those forums. The inputs are 
 supposed to follow a simple template covering: (a) assessment of progress and setbacks 
 at the global level; (b) identification of areas requiring urgent attention; (c) valuable 
 lessons learned; (d) emerging issues; (e) areas where political guidance by the HLPF is 
 required; and (f) policy recommendations and tools to accelerate progress39.   


       


38 A/70/684, para. 11 


39 Ibid, para. 54



INTEGRATING EXISTING  FOLLOW-UP MECHANISMS  

 The link between the International Conference on Population and 
 Development (ICPD) and the 2030 Agenda constitutes an example of how 
 existing follow-up mechanisms will contribute to the HLPF. The ICPD 

determined that universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights 
 are a necessary precondition for sustainable development40. Target 5.6 of the 
 SDGs makes direct reference to the ICPD and the related Program of Action 
 (PoA). Thereby, the up of the ICPD is intrinsically aligned with the 
 follow-up of the 2030 Agenda. 


2.3.4  ENSURING INCLUSIVENE SS AND PARTICIPATION  IN THE 
 HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM  


The 2030 Agenda itself and the Secretary General’s report on the global FUR repeatedly 
 underline the importance of inclusiveness and participation, including in the HLPF. Key 
 principles are that: 


 Major groups of civil society and other stakeholders, including business, must 
 participate in all parts of the follow-up and review architecture41.  


 Governments should ensure inclusiveness and participation and could highlight 
 progress in that regard in national reviews at the HLPF. 


 UN commissions and forums should reflect on their ability to convene and engage the 
 critical actors relevant to their contributions to the 2030 Agenda, including scientists, 
 local governments, business, and representatives of the most vulnerable persons42. 


 To ensure that the HLPF gives adequate consideration to vulnerable peoples, the 
 Commission for Social Development, the Human Rights Council and other forums, for 
 example, those on specific population groups, such as migrants or indigenous people, 
 could also contribute to forum discussions through dedicated inputs43.  


 The HLPF should champion innovative practices to engage non-State actors. People 
 should know about its work and understand and relate to its conclusions44. 


The more concrete innovative practices suggested by the Secretary General to engage 
 major groups and other stakeholders comprise: 


       


40 ICPD Beyond 2014 


41 A/70/684, para.15 


42 Ibid: 48 


43 Ibid: 33 


44 Ibid


 An online engagement platform for accessing documentation and providing 
 comments and inputs  


 Actively soliciting their input through calls for evidence and invitations to be present 
 at the HLPF. 


 Multi-stakeholder dialogues, such as those held during the negotiations on the 2030 
 Agenda, within the scope of the HLPF and other regular official meetings45. 


 Ample space for non-State actors to organize events before and during the HLPFs, 
 with links to official meetings46. 


 Compilation of a database for NGOs, business and other major groups and 
 stakeholders to announce their commitments for achieving the SDGs, with 
 measurable milestones and deliverable. 


 Establishment of an online platform to make the webcast, documents and content of 
 the voluntary national reviews available, along with countries’ reports to other 
 reporting mechanisms. There could be a related dedicated space for major groups 
 and other stakeholders to submit comments through a moderator from the 
 Secretariat and/or major groups47. 


       


45
 Ibid: 67 


46
 Ibid: 67 


47
 Ibid: 86 


3.1 HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS ADD VALUE A ND INCREASE 
 EFFICIENCY  


The high degree of convergence between human rights and the SDGs points to the 
 potential of using national, regional and international human rights mechanisms to 
 assess and guide SDG implementation.  


Human rights monitoring and reporting mechanisms can contribute to follow-up and 
 review by providing:  


 Systematised qualitative analysis and data through institutionalised reporting 
 mechanisms by States, United Nations bodies, National Human Rights Institutions 
 (NHRIs) and civil society.  


 Identification of specific and systemic implementation challenges, as well as 
 recommendations and guidance to overcome these. 


 Methodologies for innovative and participatory data collection, including exposure of 
 inequalities through disaggregation of data and qualitative analysis.  


 Expertise on developing national monitoring systems that are aligned with global 
 standards, and best practice on peer review mechanisms, expert and thematic 
 reviews.  


 Best practice on systematic engagement of stakeholders in monitoring, reporting and 
 follow up, guided by HRAB principles concerning accountability, transparency and 
 access to information.  


FUR is supposed to “draw as far as possible on the existing network of follow-up and 
 review institutions and mechanisms“48, including with a view to ease their reporting 
 obligations.  


       


48 A/RES/70/1, para. 77 
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