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                    When the HLPF meets under the auspices of the UNGA, it will bring together 
 Heads of State and Government to provide political guidance at the highest 
 level, and create a political impetus to accelerate implementation, including on 
 mobilization of necessary resources and finance. Its overarching mandate 
 allows the UNGA to have an integrated view of the messages and contributions 
 from the entire UN-system, including the HLPF, ECOSOC, the Peacebuilding 
 Commission, the Security Council and the Human Rights Council. 


The HLPF will meet two weeks every year in New York. For three consecutive years, it 
 will meet under the auspices of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and, 
 every fourth year, under the auspices of the UN General Assembly (UNGA). Practically, 
 the HLPF will review a cluster of thematic goals each year, while the review of Goal 17 
 (Means of Implementation) will be annual, given its crosscutting character. Thereby, all 
 17 SDGs will be reviewed within a four-year cycle. In addition, the HLPF will have an 
 annual theme.  


The HLPF sessions will comprise four main components: 


       


20 A/70/684, available at: 


http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/684&Lang=E
  


 Review of overall progress building on regional and, in particular, national progress 
 reports emanating from the voluntary state review 


 A thematic review and in-depth review of sub-set of SDGs  


 A review of the Means of Implementation, including those reflected in the Addis 
 Ababa Agenda for Action, building on input from the Financing for Development 
 Forum21, the Science, Technology and Innovation Forum22 and the Development 
 Cooperation Forum23  


 New and emerging issues.  



FORUM ON FINANCING F OR DEVELOPMENT 


The ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development will be held annually to 
 review progress on the implementation of the 2016 Addis Ababa Action Agenda 
 (AAAA), as well as the delivery of the Means of Implementation of the 2030 
 Agenda. The Forum is prepared by an inter-agency task force providing advice 
 and recommendations to overcome implementation gaps. The Forum convened 
 for the first time in April 2016 and addressed the follow-up and review of the 
 Financing for Development outcomes and the means of implementation of the 
 2030 Agenda. The outcome will subsequently inform the HLPF session in July.  


See: http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd-follow-up/ecosoc-ffd-forum.html 


The UN-System will provide two global reports to inform the HLPF sessions: 


 The Secretary-General’s compilation report of global SDG data. Based on the global 
 indicator framework, this report is supposed to describe and analyse trends, drawing 
 on in-depth technical analysis and data sets, and highlighting aspects that deserve the 
 attention of the HLPF. 


 The Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR), which is supposed to 
 strengthen the “science-policy interface” through review of dispersed information 
 and assessments. The GSDR will adopt an “assessment-of-assessments approach”, 
 documenting and describing the landscape of information on specific issues that are 
 policy-relevant in field of sustainable development24. The theme of the 2016 edition 
 of the GSDR coincides with the HLPF theme (ensuring that no one is left behind)25
        


21 See: http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd-follow-up/ecosoc-ffd-forum.html  


22 See: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?page=view&nr=1047&type=230&menu=2059  


23 See: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/development-cooperation-forum
  


24 See: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/globalsdreport 


25 See more and contribute at: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/globalsdreport/2016
  


The main Outcome of the HLPF will be a Ministerial Declaration, which is supposed to 


“capture the essence of the vision and policy recommendations of the multiple 
 platforms, parts, and discussions, as well as lessons learned, and translate them into 
 political guidance on further action” 26. This Declaration, which can be expected to be 
 very general, may be complemented with a summary of conclusions and “possible 
 recommendations”27. This underlines the purpose of the HLPF to facilitate high-level 
 sharing of experiences and provide political leadership, while more rigorous 
 country-specific monitoring and accountability must hinge on other mechanisms.  


The HLPF session in 2016 will be the first since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda. In 
 2016, the theme of the HLPF is “ensuring that no one is left behind”. 


To take further decisions on the most critical issues addressed in the report, the 
 President of the General Assembly has appointed the Ambassadors of Belize and 
 Denmark to lead an open, inclusive and transparent process of informal consultations 
 on the most critical issues on the global follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda28. 
 Consultations began in March 2016 and will continue throughout May, to reach 
        


26 A/70/684, para. 34 


27 Ibid: para 35.


28


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9884RevisedRoadmapFUR
process.pdf  


agreement on a resolution, to be adopted by the General Assembly in advance of the 
 2016 HLPF.  


Issues to be taken into account in the consultations include i) themes for the HLPF; ii) 
 The role of the functional commissions; iii) framework for national reviews including 
 periodicity; iv) regional reviews and how they can best be part of the follow-up; v) 
 countries in special situations; vi) system-wide reporting and quadrennial policy review; 


and vii) the multi-year programme for HLPF for 2017- 2019. For details, see the 


“elements paper”29, which outlines key elements of the draft resolution as well as 
 convergence of opinions regarding these elements. 


2.3.2  VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW AT T HE HIGH LEVEL POLITI CAL 
 FORUM 


The national review at the HLPF will build on reports and presentations provided by the 
 States that volunteer to participate. Ideally, these reports and presentations are based 
 on an inclusive national consultation, and the consultation process is reflected in the 
 State report.  


As participation is voluntary, there are no requirements regarding the frequency or 
 periodicity of national reviews, with the Secretary-General modestly suggesting that 
 each country could “consider carrying out up to two voluntary national reviews at the 
 high-level political forum between now and 2030.”  


As of April 15 2016, 22 States committed to participate in the first round of voluntary 
 national reviews at the HLPF.30 Focussing on the theme of “Ensuring no one is left 
 behind”, states will submit documentation on national sustainable development 


strategies and indicators before the HLPF session in July.31 This documentation alongside 
 an overview of each country’s voluntary commitments and partnerships will be shared 
 on the UN’s online platform. 


To ensure that these interactive reviews, do indeed, “enable mutual learning across 
 countries” and “mobilise necessary support and partnerships 32, the challenge is to draft 
 reports generic enough to allow easy comparison between states without overlooking 
 the unique problems facing individual countries.  


       


29 
 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1002419-April_2030-Agenda-Follow-up-and-review-19-April-2016.pdf  


30 China, Colombia, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Madagascar, 
 Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Norway, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Sierra 
 Leone, Switzerland, Togo, Turkey, Uganda, Venezuela See: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016  


31 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2016/L.11&Lang=E  


32 (A/70/684, para. 77) 


To balance these competing demands, the Secretary-General has proposed a flexible 
 template to help states frame their submissions.33 Alongside other considerations, the 
 template suggests States include information on the methodology and process for 
 preparation of the review, including contributions of national evaluation/oversight 
 institutions and involvement of civil society, academia and the business sector.  


With the focus on contributions from evaluation/oversight institutions, it would be 
 obvious to expect countries to include contributions from National Human Rights 
 Institutions in their reports. The template also suggests outlining national efforts to 
 integrate the SDGs into domestic legislation and policy as well as summarising 


achievements and challenges, and including a statistical annex discussing SDG indicators.  


With just 8 days dedicated to the annual HLPF session, countries have been advised to 
 highlight examples of good practice, challenges faced and lessons learned as well as 
 potentially seeking financing, technology or partnership support from other countries. 


While it is critical to hear “multiple perspectives, ideas and evidence” to allow the “HLPF 
 to break new ground” as emphasised in the Secretary-General’s report34, critics have 
 warned that, “the risk of cacophony should not be underestimated”35. 


Although this review process is voluntary and state led, the “intensive engagement” of 
 civil society and other stakeholders is also critical. Resolution 67/290 specifies that the 
 HLPF should, “provide a platform for partnerships, including through the participation of 
 major groups and other relevant stakeholders”36 However the exact nature of this 
 participation remains undefined and is to be determined by the, “national  


governments making voluntary presentations”37


       


33


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9768Guidelines%20from%


20SG%20report.pdf  


34 (A/70/684, para. 66) 


35 
 https://www.iisd.org/sites/default/files/publications/hlpf-follow-up-review-2030-agenda.pdf  


36 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/290&Lang=E  


37


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9765Q%20and%20A%20fo
r%20HLPF%20National%20reviews%202016.pdf
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