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                    Resolution A/70/163, adopted in December 2015 reaffirms the importance of 
 effective, independent and pluralistic NHRIs, in accordance with the Paris 
 Principles. The resolution, in article 15, encourages national NHRIs to continue 
 to participate in and to contribute to deliberations in all relevant United Nations 
 mechanisms and processes in accordance with their respective mandates, 
 including the discussions on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
 Sustainable Development 


Further, in article 16, the Resolution encourages all relevant United Nations 
 mechanisms and processes, including the High-Level Political Forum on 
 sustainable development, to further enhance the participation of NHRIs 
 compliant with the Paris Principles. 


The Commission on the Status of Women became the first UN mechanism to 
 build on Resolution A/70/163, when it adopted its Agreed Conclusion in March 
 2016, with a paragraph on strengthening NHRI participation. 


Following through on this resolution, it is now pertinent to consider how the 
 ICC, its regional branches and individual NHRIs can contribute to the follow-up 
 and review, including through the review mechanisms at the High-Level Political 
 Forum, the regional follow-up and review mechanism and in national strategies 
 and processes.


Concretely, NHRIs are in a position to: 


 Provide advice to national and local governments, rights-holders and others, to 
 promote a HRBA to implementation and measurement of the 2030 Agenda, including 
 by assessing the impact of laws, policies, programmes, national development plans, 
 administrative practices and budgets. 


 Promote transparent and inclusive processes for participation and consultation in the 
 development of national and sub-national strategies to achieve the SDGs, including by 
 reaching out to those who are furthest behind. 


 Assist in the shaping of national indicators and sound data collection systems, 
 including by building on existing international and regional human rights reporting 
 and monitoring mechanisms. 


 Monitor progress at the local, national, regional and international levels and disclose 
 patterns of inequality and discrimination, including through innovative and 


participatory approaches to data-collection. 


 Engage with, and hold governments to account for poor or uneven progress in the 
implementation, including by reporting on uneven implementation progress and 


obstacles to parliaments, the general public and national, regional and international 
 mechanisms. 


 Respond to, conduct inquiries into, and investigate allegations of rights violations in 
 the context of SDG implementation. 


Facilitate access to justice, redress and remedy for those who experience abuse and 
 violation of their rights in the process of development, including by receiving and 
 processing complaints, where NHRIs have such functions51. 


3.2.1 NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHT S INSTITUTIONS AS AN  INDICATOR FOR 
 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPM ENT 


In March 2016, the UN Statistical Commission adopted the global indicators framework 
 for monitoring progress on the SDGs52. In this context, the importance of NHRIs for the 
 2030 Agenda was further reaffirmed with the selection of the “existence of 


independent National Human Rights Institutions in compliance with the Paris 
 Principles” as the global indicator for Target 16.a. 


Goal 16 aims to promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, 
 provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions 
 at all levels. Measuring the strength of NHRIs is a multipurpose indicator that provides 
 an effective metric for assessing the strength of national institutions.  


Moreover, the existence of strong NHRIs will have a catalytic impact on the 
 implementation and monitoring of the entire 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
 Development, as NHRIs address discrimination in all its forms, and promote the 
 protection of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. Therefore, NHRIs are 
 crucial elements of the good governance and institutional accountability architecture 
 that is necessary for ensuring peaceful and inclusive societies and access to justice for 
 all.  


As of May 2015, there are 72 NHRIs accredited with an A status, 25 with a B status and 
 10 with a C status53. With this baseline, the goals should be that by 2030 the vast 
 majority of UN Member States count with independent NHRIs. Consequently, efforts to 
 that effect should be reflected and prioritised in national, regional and global action 
 plans to achieve the SDGs. 


       


51 The 2015 Mérida Declaration adopted by the International Coordinating Committee of 
 NHRIs provides more details about the role of NHRIs in implementing the 2030 Agenda 
 for Sustainable Development See: 


http://nhri.ohchr.org/EN/ICC/InternationalConference/12IC/Background%20Informatio
 n/Merida%20Declaration%20FINAL.pdf  


52 See: 
 http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-Rev1-E.pdf 


53 See: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/NHRI/Pages/NHRIMain.aspx 


3.2.2 USING NHRI RECOMMEND ATIONS TO GUIDE SDG 
 IMPLEMENTATION  


The annual status report of the Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR) reviews the 
 status of human rights in Denmark – and provides recommendations to further 


strengthen them. DIHR has linked its 2014-15 recommendations to specific SDG targets, 
 as illustrated in the table below: The recommendations thereby serve to identify priority 
 areas for Denmark to consider in its national SDG implementation. Beyond Denmark, the 
 mapping provides an example of: 


 The relevance of the SDG targets in a national human rights context 


 The interlinkages between human rights monitoring and SDG implementation and, in 
 particular, the value of qualitative context-specific analysis. 



SDG TARGET  DIHR RECOMMENDS 



DENMARK TO: 


Target 3.8.: Achieve universal health coverage, 
 including financial risk protection, access to 
 quality essential health- care services and 
 access to safe, effective, quality and affordable 
 essential medicines and vaccines for all 


Overcome discrimination based on 
 ethnic origin: 


Ensure that qualified interpretation 
 services are available when a 
 patient in need of interpretation is 
 in contact with the Danish health 
 system 


Target 16.6.: Develop effective, accountable 
 and transparent institutions at all levels 


Overcome the digital barrier for 
 the elderly: 


Attach considerable weight to 
 citizens’ own assessment of their IT 
 skills and access to the necessary IT 
 equipment when assessing 


whether to grant an exemption 
 from the obligatory digital 
 communication with public 
 authorities54


Target 16.a.: Strengthen relevant national 
 institutions, including through international 
 cooperation, for building capacity at all levels, 
 in particular in developing countries, to prevent 
 violence and combat terrorism and crime 


Strengthen the implementation of 
 human rights: 


In cooperation with the 
 self-governance of Faroe Islands 
 establish a national human rights 
 institution for the Faroe Islands 


       


54 This recommendation relates to the barriers faced by many elderly citizens in 
 communicating with public institutions after digital communication has been made 
 obligatory. For a 2-minutes video illustrating this problem, see: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIURjvuApOc  


3.3 THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW  


The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a peer mechanism under the Human Rights 
 Council, reviewing the human rights performance of all UN member states at regular 
 intervals55. The UPR assesses States’ human rights records and aims to address human 
 rights violations wherever they occur, including by providing technical assistance to 
 States; enhancing their capacity to deal effectively with human rights challenges, and; 


sharing best practices. The review is based on three main sources of information:  


 Information provided by the State, in the form of a “national report”;  


 Information contained in the reports of independent human rights experts and 
 groups, such as the UN Special Procedures, the human rights treaty bodies, and other 
 UN entities. This information is compiled by the Office of the High Commissioner for 
 Human Rights (OHCHR). 


 Information from other stakeholders including NHRIs, specific rights-holders and 
 NGOs. 


This tripartite modality for reporting has obvious advantages in terms of ensuring 
comprehensiveness, participation and accountability. 
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