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(7)A HUMAN RIGHTS BASED APPROACH TO FOLLOW -UP AND REVIEW  
 The 2030 Agenda is explicitly grounded in international human rights treaties. The 
 commitment to human rights is reflected in the general principle of non-discrimination 
 and the aim to “leave no one behind”. Human rights are further reflected throughout 
 the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and targets. Concretely, 156 of the 169 
 targets have substantial linkages to human rights and labour standards. The SDGs and 
 human rights are thereby tied together in a mutually reinforcing way. Human rights 
 offer guidance for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, while the SDGs can 
 contribute substantially to the realization of human rights. 


The 2030 Agenda specifies that the purpose of Follow-up and Review (FUR) is to ensure 
 accountability and that FUR mechanisms should be inclusive, participatory, transparent, 
 people-centred, gender-sensitive, respect human rights and have a particular focus on 
 the poorest, most vulnerable and those furthest behind. These principles reflect the 
 principles of the human rights-based approach to development, which should guide 
 both the design and the operationalization of FUR mechanisms. 


The agreed mechanisms, including reporting, are voluntary and country-led and do not 
 contemplate mechanisms for independent review or provisions of direct 


recommendations to States. From this perspective, highlighting how the SDGs are 
 underpinned by international legally-binding human rights instruments with 


institutionalised monitoring bodies adds a dimension of accountability that is otherwise 
 absent. 


THE FOLLOW-UP AND REVIEW ARCHIT ECTURE 


The 2030 Agenda outlines a three-levelled FUR architecture at national, regional and 
 international levels. 


The national level constitutes the backbone of the FUR architecture. The 2030 Agenda 
 calls for regular and inclusive reviews of progress that draw on contributions from 
 stakeholder groups. It is also at national level that the connection between rights-
 holders and duty-bearers is most direct, and where States are directly accountable to 
 their citizens. National FUR processes can be expected to be iterative cycles of review, 
 planning, implementation, reporting, review etc. The periodicity and timing of these 
 cycles will vary from country to country, and in some cases, also from sector to sector. 


While there can be no uniform model for national FUR processes, it is clear that the 
 breadth of the 2030 Agenda will require government coordination across a wide range 
 of line ministries and institutions to ensure coherence and systematic action. 


The process should depart from a thorough revision of existing policy frameworks, 
 including sector policies and programmes, review and dialogue mechanisms, local 
 development plans etc. Broad participation must be ensured through the involvement 
 of the nine major groups recognised in the 2030 Agenda, particular groups of rights-
 holders, local communities, vulnerable groups and other stakeholders. Further, public 
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(8)authorities should regularly make data and reports for tracking progress available, and 
 maintain and broaden dialogue forums, be they thematic or established at local, sub-
 national and national levels. 


At the regional level, States are encouraged to undertake voluntary reviews with a focus 
 on peer learning and exchange of best practices. While it will be up to each region to 
 find a suitable arrangement, UN Regional Economic Commissions as well as regional 
 political and technical bodies will be involved. Regional Forums on Sustainable 


Development (RFSD) have been established in many regions and will serve as a hub for 
 FUR activities. Regional actors can promote a contextualisation of SDG targets and 
 measurements and can draw on regional human rights bodies and systems.  


At the global level, the institutional framework for FUR revolves around the High-Level 
 Political Forum (HLPF), which will meet annually to keep track of global progress on 
 implementation, provide political leadership and guidance, and address new and 
 emerging issues. The HLPF will comprise both thematic debates and voluntary state 
 review.  


Under the thematic debates, no single institution or forum can claim exclusive 


ownership or responsibility for the review. Rather, the HLPF is supposed to be the hub 
 for the range of existing national, regional, international and thematic processes, 
 mechanisms and institutions that have the potential to contribute to FUR. From within 
 the UN-system, this implies mobilising and integrating the work of a myriad of separate 
 bodies and forums, including those operating under the Human Rights Council.  


The importance of inclusiveness and participation in the HLPF is repeatedly underlined. 


Key principles are that major groups and other stakeholders, including business, should 
 be able to participate, and that governments and UN commissions and forums should 
 ensure inclusiveness and participation and highlight progress in that regard in their 
 reporting to the HLPF. To facilitate participation, awareness and capacity, the HLPF 
 should champion innovative practices to engage non-State actors.  


For the voluntary state review at the HLPF, States can report on progress in domestic 
 implementation as a basis for exchanging best practices and building partnerships. The 
 main Outcome of the HLPF will be a Ministerial Declaration, which is supposed to 
 capture the essence of the vision, policy recommendations and lessons learned through 
 the multiple platforms, reports and discussions, and translate these into high-level 
 political guidance on further action.  


The Ministerial Declaration may be complemented by a summary of conclusions and 
possible recommendations. As participation is voluntary, there are no requirements 
regarding the frequency or periodicity of voluntary national reviews at the HLPF. The 
Secretary General modestly suggests that each country could consider carrying out up to 
two voluntary national reviews at the HLPF before 2030. This underlines that more 
rigorous country-specific monitoring and accountability must hinge on other 
mechanisms. 



(9)BUILDING FOLLOW-UP AND REVIEW ON HUM AN RIGHTS MECHANISMS    
 The high degree of convergence between human rights and the SDGs implies that 
 national, regional and international human rights mechanisms can directly assess and 
 guide SDG implementation. Moreover, drawing on existing human rights and labour 
 standards mechanisms will ease the reporting burden of States. Such mechanisms can 
 offer: 


 Systematised qualitative analysis and data through institutionalised reporting and 
 monitoring mechanisms 


 Identification of specific and systemic implementation challenges, as well as 
 recommendations and guidance to overcome these  


 Methodologies for innovative and participatory data collection, including exposure of 
 inequalities through disaggregation of data and qualitative analysis 


 Expertise on developing national monitoring systems that are aligned with global 
 standards, and best practice on peer review mechanisms, expert and thematic 
 reviews  


 Best practice on systematic engagement of stakeholders in monitoring, reporting and 
 follow up, guided by HRBA principles of accountability, transparency and access to 
 information. 


As independent State bodies, National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) monitor and 
 analyse the national human rights situation against international standards. NHRIs often 
 prepare annual status reports on the general situation as well as analysis and research 
 on specific human rights topics. Many NHRIs have a strong focus on discrimination and 
 inequalities, and monitor the situation of particular groups of rights-holders and of 
 vulnerable and marginalised groups. 


Internationally, NHRIs prepare shadow reports to the Universal Periodic Review and 
 treaty bodies. NHRIs can therefore play a significant role in both international and 
 national FUR processes. The importance of NHRIs for the 2030 Agenda is further 
 underlined as the existence of an independent NHRI has been adopted as the global 
 indicator for target 16.a. 


The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a peer mechanism under the Human Rights 
 Council, reviewing the human rights performance of all UN member states at regular 
 intervals and providing recommendations to States to overcome human rights 
 challenges. The UPR builds on inclusive multi-stakeholder reporting and preparation 
 processes that can directly contribute to FUR but also inspire the design and working 
 modalities of other FUR processes.  


The human rights treaty bodies, the special procedures under the Human Rights 
Council and the supervisory bodies of the International Labour Organization (ILO) are 
institutionalized and regular mechanisms that monitor specific aspects of the 2030 
Agenda and can immediately contribute to both country-specific and thematic FUR 
processes.  



(10)OPPORTUNITIES AND LI MITATIONS RELATED TO INDICATOR S AND THE 
 COLLECTION OF DISAG G REGATED DATA  


A core element of the FUR is the global indicators framework that is supposed to 
 generate quality, accessible, timely and reliable disaggregated data. Global indicators 
 pose a challenge for various reasons: 


 Indicators will have differentiated relevance in different regions and countries;  


 Some national statistical offices (NSOs) have limited capacity, and the requirement for 
 statistical data in non-traditional areas such as corruption, access to justice and 
 trafficking will further challenge this capacity. 


 Indicators and statistical data can have a reductionist effect on the overall vision and 
 the human rights content embedded in the Agenda.  


 Some of the proposed indicators measure long-term outcomes rather than processes 
 and thereby do not provide a direct measurement of States’ efforts to reach the goals 
 and targets. 


On the positive side, approximately 49 % of the indicators are expected to yield data 
 that is directly relevant for monitoring of specific human rights and labour standards, 
 while another 10% will have more indirect human rights relevance. Approximately 40 % 
 of the indicators do not have specific human rights reference but may still provide data 
 that may be relevant for a broad contextual analysis of factors that enable or limit the 
 realization of human rights.  


The 2030 Agenda specifies that data should be disaggregated by sex, age, race, 
 ethnicity, migration status, disability and geographic location and other characteristics 
 relevant in national contexts. This largely coincides with the prohibited grounds of 
 discrimination under international human rights instruments. The need to build capacity 
 of NSOs for disaggregation is explicitly addressed in Target 17.18. However, not all 
 indicators can technically produce disaggregated data. About 100 of the global 
 indicators (41.8 %) technically allow for disaggregation, with the potential for 
 disaggregation being strongest in the areas of poverty, health, education, gender and 
 governance. 


While global indicators and statistics may imply a major contribution to human rights 
 monitoring, there is a clear need to supplement these with national indicators that can 
 ensure relevance and provide concrete measurement of States commitment and efforts.  


Further, statistical data should be supplemented with qualitative information and 
 context-specific analysis from human rights monitoring mechanisms, which can also 
 produce information about sensitive issues that are hard to capture through statistics, 
 for example discrimination based on religious beliefs, ethnic identity or sexual 


orientation. 


Data collection and disaggregation also imply certain human rights risks. To address 
these, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has identified a 
series of considerations for a Human Rights-Based Approach to Data (HRBAD) regarding 



(11)participation; data disaggregation and collection by population groups; self-
 identification; transparency, and accountability. 


THE POTENTIAL PRIVAT E SECTOR CONTRIBUTION TO FO LLOW-UP AND 
 REVIEW   


Business constitutes one of the nine major groups recognised as key actors with regards 
 to sustainable development. The need to involve the private sector is specifically 
 mentioned in the 2030 Agenda, particularly with a view to mobilising all available 
 resources. In this context, it must be kept in mind that businesses should act in 
 accordance with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, which 
 establish the corporate responsibility to respect human rights. 


The 2030 Agenda acknowledges that national FUR should draw on the contributions 
 from private sector and specifically, in target 12.6. encourages companies to undertake 
 Sustainability Reporting. Such reporting has gained traction in terms of scale as well as 
 sophistication in recent years, and a range of guiding policy and operational frameworks 
 exist.  


These frameworks cover both environmental and social factors and, crucially, include 
 dedicated sections on human rights and labour standards as well as crosscutting issues 
 such as inequality. Corporate commitment to Sustainability Reporting is generally 
 voluntary and there is significant variation in terms of stringency of reporting formats. 


However, binding obligations accompany reporting frameworks in an increasing number 
of countries. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In September 2015, the UN General Assembly unanimously adopted the 2030 Agenda 
 for Sustainable Development. The celebratory summit marked the end of several years 
 of debate in a process that was unprecedented in length, complexity and inclusiveness 
 in terms of multilateral diplomacy and multi-stakeholder participation.   


While the goals and target are now agreed, the implementation will be a complex, multi-
 faceted and long-term process that will require constant reflection and re-evaluation of 
 results and strategies. Therefore, the Follow-Up and Review (FUR) processes and 
 mechanisms become crucial to measure progress and adjust approaches and processes, 
 as necessary.  


In these months, the discussion about efficient mechanisms of the 2030 Agenda for 
 Sustainable Development is ongoing to address remaining questions with regard to 
 devising the best structures, mechanisms and modalities for FUR at national, regional 
 and international levels.  


The intention of this paper is to encourage and inspire a broad range of stakeholders to 
 engage in this discussion and contribute to the best possible design of efficient FUR 
 mechanisms, building on a human rights-based approach to sustainable development. 


The specific aim of the paper is twofold: 


 To describe the emerging features of the proposed FUR mechanisms of the 2030 
 Agenda for Sustainable Development,  


 To provide an initial analysis of the human rights implications, opportunities and 
 challenges related to the FUR mechanisms. 


The paper is structured in five thematic sections that can be read independently, 
 according to interests: 


1.  Overall considerations for a human rights-based approach to follow-up and review 
 mechanism of the 2030 Agenda 


2. The three-levelled architecture of the follow-up and review mechanisms at the 
 national, regional and global levels 


3. The contribution and role of human rights monitoring mechanisms in the follow-up 
 and review 


4.  The opportunities and limitations related to indicators and the collection of 
 disaggregated data 


5.  The potential private sector contribution to follow-up and review. 


While it is still premature to present models or experience-based recommendations for 
FUR, the paper draws on the agreements and materials that have emerged since the 
adoption of the 2030 Agenda in September 2015. Likewise, it draws on the extensive 
experience and lessons learned that can be drawn from human rights monitoring and 
from previous development frameworks, such as the Millennium Development Goals. 
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1 A HUMAN RIGHTS BASED 



APPROACH TO THE 2030 AGENDA 


1.1 BUILDING ON THE CONV ERGENCE OF HUMA N RIG HTS AND 
 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPM ENT 


The 2030 Agenda provides a comprehensive and universal framework, uniting the 
 environmental, social and economic dimensions of sustainable development. The 
 Agenda comprises three main elements:  


 The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets to be achieved by all 
 countries by 2030. 


 The Means of Implementation (MOI), which specify the resources and partnerships 
 that are necessary to reach the agreed goals and targets.  


 The Follow-Up and Review (FUR) processes and mechanisms that will monitor and 
 guide the implementation, including the global indicators framework. 


The 2030 Agenda is explicitly grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 and other international human rights treaties. The commitment to non-discrimination 
 and to “leaving no one behind” is a reflection of this foundation in human rights.1
 Moreover, the commitment to human rights is reflected throughout the goals and 
 targets. The implementation of the Agenda therefore lends itself to a Human Rights-
 Based Approach (HRBA) development and programming. 


In 2003, the UN Development Group adopted a Common Understanding on the HRBA. 


Since then, a range of other multi- and bilateral development agencies and NGOs has 
 adopted the HRBA. In essence, the HRBA stipulates that: 


 Development should further the realisation of human rights. 


 Human rights standards should guide all development cooperation and programming 
 in all sectors and in all phases of the programming process.  


 Development cooperation contributes to the development of the capacities of ‘duty-
 bearers’ to meet their obligations and/or of ‘rights-holders’ to claim their rights. 


       


1UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
 Development, A/RES/70/1, par. 4; 10. 
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(14)The entitlements and obligations under international human rights instruments defines 
 the roles of rights-holders (individuals and groups with valid human rights claims) and 
 duty-bearers (State and non-state actors with correlative obligations to respect, protect 
 or fulfil human rights). International human rights instruments are used to set the goals 
 and targets, and comments and recommendations from human rights monitoring bodies 
 are used to guide programming. The principles of accountability, participation and non-
 discrimination are at the core of the HRBA.  


In order to help operationalise the HRBA to sustainable development, the Danish 
 Institute for Human Rights has developed the Human Rights Guide to the SDGs. The 
 Guide identifies the interlinkages between the SDGs and universal human rights and 
 labour standards2, and thereby illustrates and reaffirms that human rights instruments 
 and the 2030 Agenda are tied together in a mutually reinforcing way. Human rights offer 
 guidance for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, while the SDGs in turn contribute 
 substantially to the realization of human rights. The Guide is the essential tool to: 


 Understand the interlinkages between human rights and the SDGs. Concretely, 156 of 
 the 169 targets (more than 92%) have substantial linkages to human rights 


instruments and labour standards. 


 Develop a HRBA to sustainable development programming, implementation as well as 
 follow-up and review (monitoring, evaluation and reporting) 


The Guide is constructed as a searchable database in 5 languages (Arabic, English, 
 French, Russian, Spanish) with multiple search functions. It allows the user to work 
 proactively with the convergence of human rights and the SDGs in planning, 
 programming, monitoring, evaluation and reporting. It can, inter alia: 


 Identify the human rights implications of a given goal and target;  


 Show how specific human rights and labour standards link to the goals and targets 
 and;  


 Identify the implications for specific rights-holders such as women, children, persons 
 with disabilities, indigenous peoples, and migrant workers.  


Visit the Guide at: http://sdg.humanrights.dk/  


       


2 See: http://www.humanrights.dk/our-work/sustainable-development/human-rights-
sdgs  



(15)1.2  PURPOSE AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE FOLLOW -UP AND 
 REVIEW 


As described in the Outcome Document for the 2030 Agenda, the overall purpose of FUR 
 mechanisms is to maximize and track progress in implementing the 2030 Agenda and 
 ensure that no one is left behind. More specifically, the Agenda specifies that FUR 
 should:  


 Promote accountability to citizens, 


 Support effective international cooperation; 


 Foster exchange of best practices. 


Overall, the 2030 Agenda stipulates that respect for human rights and a particular focus 
 on the poorest, most vulnerable, and those furthest behind should guide FUR at all 
 levels. Additional principles underline the purpose of FUR to strengthen accountability 
 of States through:  


     


 National ownership as the foundation for regional and global reviews;  


 Tracking progress in a multifaceted and comprehensive manner;  


 Engagement in long-term processes that contribute to informed policy choices;  


 Mobilization of resources and partnerships, and;  



Step one  Step two  Step three



HOW TO USE THE HUMAN RIGHTS GUIDE TO THE SDGs 


GET 


…a precise list of 
 matches between goals, 
 targets, indicators, 
 specific human rights 
 instrument, ILO 
 conventions and rights-
 holders.  


Now, the list can help 
 you explore additional 
 human rights resources 
 like: state reports, 
 thematic and country 
 specific guidance from 
 monitoring bodies, etc. 


BUILD 


…your human rights-based 
 approach to the 2030 
 Agenda and integrate 
 human rights in: 


Implementation: Reform, 
 strategies, action plans and 
 programmes, 


Follow-up and Review: 


Reports and dialogues; 


data, baselines and 
 analyses. 


SELECT 
SDG goals  
SDG targets  
SDG indicators  
Human rights 
conventions 
ILO conventions or 
recommendations 



(16) Capacity-building, including for data collection and evaluation3. 


When analysing the guiding principles for the FUR processes, it becomes clear that these 
 largely reflect the principles of the human rights-based approach (HRBA)4 to 


development: 



FUR PROCESS PRINCIPLES:
5 PRINCIPLES OF A HRBA TO  DEVELOPMENT
6

Operating at the national, regional and 
 global levels, FUR will promote 


accountability to our citizens.  


Accountability: States and other duty-
 bearers are answerable for the observance 
 of human rights. They have to comply with 
 the legal norms and standards enshrined in 
 human rights instruments. Where they fail 
 to do so, aggrieved rights-holders must be 
 able to seek appropriate redress. 


Accountability is closely linked to the right 
 to access information and the capacities 
 needed for rights holders to claim their 
 rights effectively. 


FUR processes will be open, inclusive, 
 participatory and transparent for all 
 people and will support reporting by all 
 relevant stakeholders. Member States 
 are encouraged to conduct regular and 
 inclusive reviews of progress at the 
 national and subnational levels.  


This should draw on contributions from 
 indigenous peoples, civil society, the 
 private sector and other stakeholders. 


Participation: Every person and all peoples 
 are entitled to active, free and meaningful 
 participation in, contribution to, and 
 enjoyment of civil, economic, social, 
 cultural and political development in which 
 human rights and fundamental freedoms 
 can be realized.  


People are recognized as key actors in their 
 own development, and their ability to hold 
 duty bearers accountable should be 
 strengthened through empowering 
 development processes. Participation is 
 both a means and a goal, and monitoring 
        


3 Ibid, para. 74; a, b, c, h 


4 See more at: http://hrbaportal.org/  


5 As enshrined in the UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda 
 for Sustainable Development, A/RES/70/1, par. 72-91. 


6 Selection of HRBA principles informed by the 2003 UN Common Understanding on 
 Human Rights-Based Approaches to Development Cooperation and Programming, see: 


http://hrbaportal.org/the-human-rights-based-approach-to-development-cooperation-
 towards-a-common-understanding-among-un-agencies , and DIHR 2014, AAAQ and the 
 Right to Water: Contextualising indicators for availability, accessibility, acceptability and 
 quality, pp. 21-23. See: http://www.humanrights.dk/what-we-


do/sustainability/implementing-economic-social-cultural-rights/aaaq
  



(17)and evaluation should address both 
 development processes and outcomes. 


FUR processes will be people-centred, 
 gender-sensitive, respect human rights 
 and have a particular focus on the 
 poorest, most vulnerable and those 
 furthest behind. They will be informed 
 by and based on data, which is high-
 quality, accessible, timely, reliable and 
 disaggregated by income, sex, age, 
 race, ethnicity, migration status, 
 disability and geographic location and 
 other characteristics relevant in 
 national contexts. 


Equality and non-discrimination: All 
 individuals are equal as human beings and 
 are entitled to their human rights without 
 discrimination of any kind, such as race, 
 colour, sex, ethnicity, age, language, 
 religion, political or other opinion, national 
 or social origin, disability, property, birth or 
 other status.  


This requires that analysis includes all 
 stakeholders, and that priority is given to 
 those who are marginalised and excluded 
 and most strongly affected by economic, 
 social and political inequality. Assessment 
 of whether discrimination is prevalent 
 requires a targeted focus as well as 
 disaggregation of data by prohibited 
 grounds of discrimination. 


While the 2030 Agenda outlines the principles that should guide FUR, it also underlines 
 the voluntary character of FUR, including the voluntary nature of the reporting from the  
 national to the regional and global levels. Hence, the agreed FUR mechanisms are not 
 prescriptive and are relatively “soft” as they do not contemplate mechanisms for 
 independent review or provisions of direct recommendations to States. 


From this perspective, highlighting how the SDGs are underpinned by international 
 legally-binding human rights instruments with institutionalised monitoring bodies adds a 
 dimension of accountability that is otherwise absent from the suggested FUR 


mechanisms (see section 3). 


The convergence between human rights and sustainable development has a series of 
 implications, which should be taken into account when designing FUR processes and 
 mechanisms:  


  FUR mechanisms at all levels should be designed in a way that is suited to 
 uphold and assess the rights-relevant aspects of the agenda, e.g. by selecting 
 the right indicators and by collecting data that reveals patterns of discrimination 
 and inequalities 


  Human rights monitoring mechanisms and institutions can contribute to the 
FUR, e.g. by making use of existing reporting cycles; facilitating participatory 
gathering of data; providing contextualized and qualitative analysis; guiding 
development efforts; providing access to redress, and; facilitating dialogue 
among multiple stakeholders.  



(18)FUR mechanisms must conform with the basic principles of a human rights-based 
 approach to development, including transparency, participation and non-discrimination. 



HUMAN RIGHTS PRINCIP LES IN ENVIRONMENTAL   AGREEMENTS 


Public participation, access to information and accountability are also key 
 principles of the global environmental and climate-related agreements that 
 provide one dimension of the overarching framework for sustainable 
 development. 


For example, Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and 
 Development reaffirms that: Environmental issues are best handled with the 
 participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the national 
 level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning 
 the environment that is held by public authorities, including information on 
 hazardous materials and activities in their communities, and the opportunity to 
 participate in decision-making processes. States shall facilitate and encourage 
 public awareness and participation by making information widely available. 


Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress 
 and remedy, shall be provided. 


  


Likewise, under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UFCCC), the 
 parties commit, in Article 4 (i) to: Promote and cooperate in education, training 
 and  public  awareness  related  to  climate  change  and  encourage  the  widest 
 participation in this process, including that of non-governmental organizations.      


The Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-
 making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (the “Aarhus 


Convention”) is an example of a regional instrument that links human rights 
and environmental rights. It focuses on public participation and government 
accountability, transparency and responsiveness. As of April 2014, it has 46 
states parties plus the European Union.
  



(19)The 2030 Agenda outlines a three-levelled FUR architecture at national, regional and 
 international levels. 


At the national level, States are encouraged to develop “ambitious national responses” 


to the implementation of the Agenda, building on existing sustainable development 
 frameworks, where appropriate. The Agenda calls for regular and inclusive reviews of 
 progress at national and sub-national levels that draw on contributions from stakeholder 
 groups.  


At the regional level, States are encouraged to undertake voluntary reviews based on 
 national FUR processes and identify the most suitable forum for such peer learning and 
 exchange of best practices. While it will be up to each region to find a suitable 


arrangement, UN Regional Economic Commissions as well as regional political and 
 technical bodies will be involved. Regional Forums on Sustainable Development (RFSD) 
 have been established in many regions and will serve as a hub for regional FUR activities. 


At the global level, the institutional framework for FUR revolves around the High-Level 
 Political Forum (HLPF), which will meet annually. The purpose of the global-level FUR is 
 to keep track of global progress on implementation, provide political leadership and 
 guidance, and address new and emerging issues. The HLPF will comprise both thematic 
 debates and voluntary state review. For the voluntary state review, States can report 
 on progress in domestic implementation as a basis for exchanging best practices and 
 building partnerships.  


FUR is supposed to build upon the multitude of existing institutions, reporting and 
 monitoring mechanisms, and ensure appropriate linkages between the three levels. The 
 primary focus on national implementation implies that FUR processes at the regional 
 and global levels must build upon and be designed to contribute to the review at the 
 national level. 



SECTION 2 



2 THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE 

FOLLOW-UP AND REVIEW 



(20)NATIONAL FOLLOW-UP AND REVIEW 


Inclusive and accountable FUR processes at the national level constitute the backbone of 
 the FUR architecture. From a human rights-perspective, it is also at national level that 
 the connection between rights-holders and duty-bearers is most direct, and where 
 States are directly accountable to their citizens.  


The 2030 Agenda specifies that national FUR processes should be country-led and 
 tailored to the national context. Also, they should depart from what is already there, in 
 terms of policies, dialogue processes, data, monitoring mechanisms, reporting cycles 
 etc. Therefore, it must be expected that these national processes will present a diverse 
 range of models and modalities as well as different degrees of efficiency and 


inclusiveness. 


Taking into account the 15-year perspective of the 2030 Agenda, most national FUR 
processes will probably be iterative processes of review, planning, implementation, 



(21)reporting, review etc. The periodicity and timing of these processes will vary from 
 country to country and, in some cases, also from sector to sector. 


2.1.1  THE NATIONAL PROCESSES  


While there can be no uniform model, the initial analysis, dialogue and planning to 
 develop a comprehensive strategy for sustainable development could comprise some of 
 the following generic elements: 


 Mapping existing recommendations, reporting mechanisms and data sources, 
 including from national and international human rights monitoring bodies.  


 Identifying gaps, priorities and challenges under each of the goals and targets  


 Identifying diverse groups of rights-holders, vulnerable groups, partners and 
 institutions that should contribute, participate and benefit from the process. 


 Defining an action plan with concrete steps, timeframes and budgets. 


 Developing a national indicators framework to complement global indicators, taking 
 into account existing national data and the situation of specific rights-holders and 
 vulnerable groups. Such frameworks should include benchmarks, milestones, and 
 process indicators to monitor States’ commitment to drive progress (see section 4). 


 Identifying strategies for data collection that ensure full disaggregation of data 
 related to prohibited grounds of discrimination, including through participatory data 
 collection. 


 Defining reporting and review schedules with a focus on ensuring domestic 
accountability that build on existing reporting mechanisms and requirements, 
including those required under international human rights instruments.  



(22)As the process moves from planning and programming to implementation, the 
 principles of inclusiveness, participation, transparency and accountability need to be 
 upheld. This implies that stakeholders and local communities have to be included in 
 planning and decision-making at all levels:  


 Data for tracking progress should regularly be made publicly available.  


 Budgets should be transparent and subject to democratic control including through 
 citizen audits.  


 Dialogue forums, be they thematic or established at local, sub-national and national 
 levels, should be maintained and broadened as necessary  


 Public authorities should regularly publish reports that help track and analyse 
 progress and obstacles in the implementation.  


It is of particular importance that disaggregated data are made available, supplemented 
 with case studies, research and participatory data collection, to ensure that the most 
 marginalised groups and rights holders are reached and have their voices heard (see 
 section 4).  


Besides ongoing continuous monitoring, a comprehensive review of the national 
 sustainable development strategy, complemented by local level and thematic reviews, 
 would help create ownership, dynamic exchange of experiences and diversify learning. 


While the 2030 Agenda does not stipulate a frequency for such national or subnational 
 reviews, it is assumed that “more frequent reviews, grounded in a national context, will 
 support stronger national engagement”7.  


The national process is also supposed to generate periodic reports that will inform 
 regional and global reviews. Likewise, thematic debate and exchange of experiences at 
 regional and global levels is supposed to yield best practices and valuable lessons 
 learned, which should retro-feed national processes. Hence, processing of this feedback 
 must be built into the design of national processes.  


Given the significant convergence between human rights instruments and the 2030 
 Agenda, thematic debates and state review taking place through human rights forums, 
 including recommendations issued by National Human Rights Institutions, Treaty Bodies, 
 the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and Special procedures of the UN Human Rights 
 Council, will provide valuable qualitative analysis and input (see section 3). In terms of 
 methodology and process, the UPR provides particularly relevant lessons learned and 
 good practices that could inspire national FUR processes (see section 3). 


2.1.2 INSTITUTIONAL  ANCHORAGE AND  PARTICIPATION 


The breadth of the 2030 Agenda will require government authorities to coordinate 
 across a wide range of line ministries and institutions to ensure coordinated and 
        


7 A/70/684, para. 75 available at: 


http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/684&Lang=E 



(23)systematic action. In most countries, this will require direct involvement from national 
 authorities at the highest level, in order to ensure coherence, explore inter-linkages and 
 pursue synergies across different sectors. 


As the SDGs touch upon themes and processes that all countries are - at least partly - 
 addressing already, the process should depart from a thorough revision of existing policy 
 frameworks, sector policies and programmes, review and dialogue mechanisms, local 
 development plans etc. As emphasised by the UN Regional Commissions:  


 ˮThe SDGs will have to be analyzed in the light of the existing national long-term 
 development plans, goals and targets to identify complementarities, 


inconsistencies and gaps in capacities with a view to integrate the multi-
 disciplinary nature of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including 
 the SDGs, into such plans. This analysis will be country specific and hence unique 
 actions for the follow up will derive from itˮ8



GERMANY’
S NATIONAL STRATEGIES  ON SUSTAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT 


Since 2002, Germany has had a National Sustainable Development Strategy. In 
 September 2014, the Federal Government decided to further develop this 
 strategy in order to implement the SDGs, which is now being aligned with the 
 SDGs. The German Strategy is being implemented through a high-level Federal 
 Chancellery and State Secretaries’ Committee which has the lead in 


implementation and further development of the Strategy; a Council for 
 Sustainable Development , which comprises representatives of the scientific 
 community, private sector and civil society. The Council provides specialist 
 expertise for the implementation and further development of the Strategy.  


Finally, there is a Parliamentary Advisory Council on Sustainable Development 
 within the German Parliament, which reviews the implementation of the 
 Strategy and provides guidance on legislative projects. The German Institute for 
 Human Rights points out that the Sustainability Strategy is vague with respect 
 to the role of civil society. Therefore, it recommends the systematic 


involvement of parliament and civil society, including self-organisations of 
 groups affected by discrimination, both in the adaptation of the national 
 strategy and in the monitoring of implementation. The Federal Statistical Office 
 issues an implementation report of the National Sustainable Development 
 Strategy every two years, based on 21 indicators that are not systematically 
 aligned with Germany’s human rights obligations. The German Institute for 


       


8 Regional Views on 2030 Agenda Follow up and review Framework, Regional 
 Commissions New York Office, 2015, para. 8(e). Available at: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/8993RCNYO.pdf  



(24)Human Rights therefore recommends the involvement of civil society and other 
 actors with human rights expertise to further develop relevant indicators for 
 the national strategy. 


See German Institute for Human Rights, Aktuell no. 3/2015 at:  


http://www.institut-fuer-


menschenrechte.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Publikationen/aktuell/aktuell_3_20
 15_Sustainable_Development_Goals.pdf


Strong buy-in from all sectors of society will be necessary to create a durable foundation 
 and ensure the broad ownership that is required for the implementation of the Agenda.  


The 2030 Agenda specifically stipulates that reviews “should draw on contributions from 
 indigenous peoples, civil society, the private sector and other stakeholders, in line with 
 national circumstances, policies and priorities. National parliaments as well as other 
 institutions can also support these processes”9. Parliaments play an essential role 
 through their enactment of legislation and adoption of budgets and their role in 
 ensuring accountability of the effective implementation of commitments10. Local 
 authorities constitute another key actor. 


       


9 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
 Development, A/RES/70/1, para. 79. 


10 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, A/RES/70/1, para. 45



(25)
LOCAL AUTHORITIES AN D AGENDA 21  


The success of the 2030 Agenda will ultimately depend on its ability to serve as 
 a relevant framework at local level too. Emerging from the 1992 Rio 


Conference, Local Agenda 21 has been a successful model to translate global 
 commitments to the local level by engaging local authorities. The community of 
 Cajamarca in Peru used Agenda 21 as a vehicle to conduct institutional reforms 
 towards decentralization and create a provincial sustainable development plan. 


The process took three-years and involved a wide range of public and private 
 stakeholders. Six thematic working groups prepared action proposals in areas 
 such as Education and Women’s issues, before the plan was finally adopted in a 
 public referendum. See: 


http://www.idrc.ca/EN/Resources/Publications/openebooks/448-2/index.html 


To be consistent with the Agenda for Sustainable Development, national processes 
 should involve the nine so-called “major groups” that are identified as having a 
 particular role to play in the context of sustainable development. These are: women; 


children and youth; indigenous peoples; non-governmental organizations (NGOs); local 
 authorities; workers and trade unions; business and industry; scientific and 


technological community, and; farmers. 


Beyond the major groups, following and implementing a HRBA will also require the 
 participation of specific rights-holders and marginalised groups that are directly 
 implicated in the Agenda. These would include persons with disabilities, migrant 
 workers and other groups that face discrimination based on grounds prohibited under 
 international law such as Dalits, religious minorities and ethnic groups. 


Establishing such inclusive processes will require the establishment of coordination 
 mechanisms as well as awareness-raising and information-sharing with relevant 
 stakeholders, highlighting opportunities for their contribution and participation. To be 
 truly participatory and inclusive, dialogues should take place at sub-national and local 
 levels, and address a variety of thematic issues reflected in the individual SDGs as well as 
 cross-cutting issues, including challenges faced by marginalised groups and particular 
 groups of rights-holders.  


Some countries can directly build on the experiences gained from the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) for SDG implementation and FUR. 



(26)
BUILDING ON NIGERIA’
S MDG EXPERIENCES  


Nigeria presents a mixed bag of MDGs results11. Late commencement of 


implementation (2005) was identified as a main problem, while debt relief used 
 to help finance the MDGs was a key success factor. The Office of the Senior 
 Special Assistant to the President on MDGs (OSSAP-MDGs) was instrumental in 
 establishing the necessary accountability structure to ensure that public 
 resources were used well and monitored, and it reported directly to the 
 President. The debt relief gains were channelled through the public system in 
 tandem with public sector and public expenditure reforms. Independent 
 monitoring and evaluation of the debt relief gains, both at headquarters and in 
 the field, was established through the Overview of Public Expenditure on 
 NEEDS12 (OPEN) initiative. OPEN established an independent monitoring and 
 evaluation framework (MSD), which operated with a multi-disciplinary team of 
 experts and civil society organisations, including the private sector.. 


 “Private sector and civil society should see whether the state had 
 delivered in terms of value for money and whether activities of 


programmes actually delivered the services. It was an eye-opener; when 
 people knew someone would come and look over their shoulder they 
 then practised and delivered on the contracts. What we did was to instil 
 accountability (… ) there were checks and balances, we were coming. This 
 is really, what we take to the Post 2015-Agenda”, Amina J. Mohammed13, 
 Senior Special Assistant to the President on MDGs.  


In order to ensure a smooth commencement and implementation of the SDGs, 
 Nigeria has planned to: 1) institutionalise a culture of participation that 


promotes ownership, accountability and sustainability in the implementation of 
 2030 agenda, with the active involvement of beneficiary communities and CSOs 
 and 2) Sustain the OPEN Monitoring and Evaluation framework14. 


       


11 See the 2015 MDG End-point Report 2015T at: 


http://www.ng.undp.org/content/dam/nigeria/docs/MDGs/Nigeria_MDG_Report%2020
 15%20Full%20Report.pdf  


12 Nigeria’s National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy 


13 The quote is from a lecture Amina J. Mohammed gave at the The Hertie School of 
 Governance, https://www.hertie-school.org/mediaandevents/events/events-
 pages/20032014-amina-j-mohammed/
  


14 Ibid: p.132-133. 



(27)2.2 REGIONAL FOLLOW -UP AND REVIEW  


Regional reviews should identify regional trends, address specific regional challenges, 
 and track progress across the region. The focus is on peer learning and exchange of best 
 practices and the process should contribute to “building trust among countries by 
 encouraging countries to share information, knowledge and experiences, strengthen 
 their respective capabilities and define coherent regional policies and approaches”15. 
 The peer review could be tied to a “remedy” function, where additional processes are 
 brought into play that engage stakeholders in defining appropriate responses once the 
 review indicates a gap in progress16. It is not yet clear how such remedy functions would 
 be devised or anchored.  


States are yet to determine the most suitable regional forums for FUR17, but the UN 
 Regional Economic Commissions along with regional organizations such as the European 
 Union (EU), the African Union (AU), the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
 and the Arab League will play key roles. There is already some progress in establishing 
 Regional Fora for Sustainable Development (RFSD) in several regions18. Also, some 
 regions have made progress in terms of regionalisation of the Agenda. 



THE AFRICAN REGION  


In the African region, the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the AU 
 approved the convening of the African Forum on Sustainable Development 
 (AFSD). The Forum will build on the experiences from existing institutional 
 mechanisms used for the MDGs; input from the range of technical committees 
 under the ECA and the AU, as well as; data generated on the basis of African 
 regional indicators developed by ECA in collaboration with the UN Statistics 
 Commission. 


Regional actors can promote a contextualisation of SDG targets and measurements. In 
 2014, for example, the African Union adopted the Common African Position (CAP) on 
 the 2030 Agenda19 “to reach consensus on common challenges, priorities and 


       


15 UN Regional Commissions, New York Office, Regional Views on 2030 Agenda Follow 
 up and Review Framework, para 11. See: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/8993RCNYO.pdf 


16 UN Regional Commissions, New York Office, Regional Views on 2030 Agenda Follow 
 up and Review Framework, p.3. See: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/8993RCNYO.pdf  


17 UN General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
 Development, A/RES/70/1, par. 81. 


18 See more at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016  


19 See: http://www.nepad.org/sites/default/files/Common%20African%20Position-


%20ENG%20final.pdf  



(28)aspirations”. The absence of goals related to institutions and governance was identified 
 as a major shortfall of the MDGs. In contrast, SDG 16 offers significant transformative 
 potential to improve human rights through justice and security reform. In the African 
 region, the CAP provides some indication that the AU’s implementation focus will likely 
 be directed towards cross-border and regional security arrangements and the 


prevention of armed conflict. For non-conflict related human rights, justice and security 
 concerns, countries can draw on the work of the African Commission on Human and 
 Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), which includes, for example Special Rapporteurs on freedom of 
 expression and access to information 


2.3 GLOBAL FOLLOW-UP AND REVIEW  


2.3.1  THE BASIC FUNCTIONS  OF THE HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORU M 
 The High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) is the key hub for the global review of the 2030 
 Agenda. While the deliberations on its detailed structure and functions are still ongoing, 
 the report of the UN Secretary General on “Critical Milestones towards coherent, 
 efficient and inclusive follow-up and review at the global level”20 gives a number of 
 pointers as to the emerging consensus about the work of this body.  



HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM 


When the HLPF meets under the auspices of the UNGA, it will bring together 
 Heads of State and Government to provide political guidance at the highest 
 level, and create a political impetus to accelerate implementation, including on 
 mobilization of necessary resources and finance. Its overarching mandate 
 allows the UNGA to have an integrated view of the messages and contributions 
 from the entire UN-system, including the HLPF, ECOSOC, the Peacebuilding 
 Commission, the Security Council and the Human Rights Council. 


The HLPF will meet two weeks every year in New York. For three consecutive years, it 
 will meet under the auspices of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and, 
 every fourth year, under the auspices of the UN General Assembly (UNGA). Practically, 
 the HLPF will review a cluster of thematic goals each year, while the review of Goal 17 
 (Means of Implementation) will be annual, given its crosscutting character. Thereby, all 
 17 SDGs will be reviewed within a four-year cycle. In addition, the HLPF will have an 
 annual theme.  


The HLPF sessions will comprise four main components: 


       


20 A/70/684, available at: 


http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/70/684&Lang=E
  



(29) Review of overall progress building on regional and, in particular, national progress 
 reports emanating from the voluntary state review 


 A thematic review and in-depth review of sub-set of SDGs  


 A review of the Means of Implementation, including those reflected in the Addis 
 Ababa Agenda for Action, building on input from the Financing for Development 
 Forum21, the Science, Technology and Innovation Forum22 and the Development 
 Cooperation Forum23  


 New and emerging issues.  



FORUM ON FINANCING F OR DEVELOPMENT 


The ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development will be held annually to 
 review progress on the implementation of the 2016 Addis Ababa Action Agenda 
 (AAAA), as well as the delivery of the Means of Implementation of the 2030 
 Agenda. The Forum is prepared by an inter-agency task force providing advice 
 and recommendations to overcome implementation gaps. The Forum convened 
 for the first time in April 2016 and addressed the follow-up and review of the 
 Financing for Development outcomes and the means of implementation of the 
 2030 Agenda. The outcome will subsequently inform the HLPF session in July.  


See: http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd-follow-up/ecosoc-ffd-forum.html 


The UN-System will provide two global reports to inform the HLPF sessions: 


 The Secretary-General’s compilation report of global SDG data. Based on the global 
 indicator framework, this report is supposed to describe and analyse trends, drawing 
 on in-depth technical analysis and data sets, and highlighting aspects that deserve the 
 attention of the HLPF. 


 The Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR), which is supposed to 
 strengthen the “science-policy interface” through review of dispersed information 
 and assessments. The GSDR will adopt an “assessment-of-assessments approach”, 
 documenting and describing the landscape of information on specific issues that are 
 policy-relevant in field of sustainable development24. The theme of the 2016 edition 
 of the GSDR coincides with the HLPF theme (ensuring that no one is left behind)25
        


21 See: http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd-follow-up/ecosoc-ffd-forum.html  


22 See: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?page=view&nr=1047&type=230&menu=2059  


23 See: https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/development-cooperation-forum
  


24 See: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/globalsdreport 


25 See more and contribute at: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/globalsdreport/2016
  



(30)The main Outcome of the HLPF will be a Ministerial Declaration, which is supposed to 


“capture the essence of the vision and policy recommendations of the multiple 
 platforms, parts, and discussions, as well as lessons learned, and translate them into 
 political guidance on further action” 26. This Declaration, which can be expected to be 
 very general, may be complemented with a summary of conclusions and “possible 
 recommendations”27. This underlines the purpose of the HLPF to facilitate high-level 
 sharing of experiences and provide political leadership, while more rigorous country-
 specific monitoring and accountability must hinge on other mechanisms.  


The HLPF session in 2016 will be the first since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda. In 
 2016, the theme of the HLPF is “ensuring that no one is left behind”. 


To take further decisions on the most critical issues addressed in the report, the 
 President of the General Assembly has appointed the Ambassadors of Belize and 
 Denmark to lead an open, inclusive and transparent process of informal consultations 
 on the most critical issues on the global follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda28. 
 Consultations began in March 2016 and will continue throughout May, to reach 
        


26 A/70/684, para. 34 


27 Ibid: para 35.


28


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9884RevisedRoadmapFUR
process.pdf  



(31)agreement on a resolution, to be adopted by the General Assembly in advance of the 
 2016 HLPF.  


Issues to be taken into account in the consultations include i) themes for the HLPF; ii) 
 The role of the functional commissions; iii) framework for national reviews including 
 periodicity; iv) regional reviews and how they can best be part of the follow-up; v) 
 countries in special situations; vi) system-wide reporting and quadrennial policy review; 


and vii) the multi-year programme for HLPF for 2017- 2019. For details, see the 


“elements paper”29, which outlines key elements of the draft resolution as well as 
 convergence of opinions regarding these elements. 


2.3.2  VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW AT T HE HIGH LEVEL POLITI CAL 
 FORUM 


The national review at the HLPF will build on reports and presentations provided by the 
 States that volunteer to participate. Ideally, these reports and presentations are based 
 on an inclusive national consultation, and the consultation process is reflected in the 
 State report.  


As participation is voluntary, there are no requirements regarding the frequency or 
 periodicity of national reviews, with the Secretary-General modestly suggesting that 
 each country could “consider carrying out up to two voluntary national reviews at the 
 high-level political forum between now and 2030.”  


As of April 15 2016, 22 States committed to participate in the first round of voluntary 
 national reviews at the HLPF.30 Focussing on the theme of “Ensuring no one is left 
 behind”, states will submit documentation on national sustainable development 


strategies and indicators before the HLPF session in July.31 This documentation alongside 
 an overview of each country’s voluntary commitments and partnerships will be shared 
 on the UN’s online platform. 


To ensure that these interactive reviews, do indeed, “enable mutual learning across 
 countries” and “mobilise necessary support and partnerships 32, the challenge is to draft 
 reports generic enough to allow easy comparison between states without overlooking 
 the unique problems facing individual countries.  


       


29 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/1002419-April_2030-
 Agenda-Follow-up-and-review-19-April-2016.pdf  


30 China, Colombia, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Madagascar, 
 Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Norway, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Sierra 
 Leone, Switzerland, Togo, Turkey, Uganda, Venezuela See: 


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016  


31 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2016/L.11&Lang=E  


32 (A/70/684, para. 77) 



(32)To balance these competing demands, the Secretary-General has proposed a flexible 
 template to help states frame their submissions.33 Alongside other considerations, the 
 template suggests States include information on the methodology and process for 
 preparation of the review, including contributions of national evaluation/oversight 
 institutions and involvement of civil society, academia and the business sector.  


With the focus on contributions from evaluation/oversight institutions, it would be 
 obvious to expect countries to include contributions from National Human Rights 
 Institutions in their reports. The template also suggests outlining national efforts to 
 integrate the SDGs into domestic legislation and policy as well as summarising 


achievements and challenges, and including a statistical annex discussing SDG indicators.  


With just 8 days dedicated to the annual HLPF session, countries have been advised to 
 highlight examples of good practice, challenges faced and lessons learned as well as 
 potentially seeking financing, technology or partnership support from other countries. 


While it is critical to hear “multiple perspectives, ideas and evidence” to allow the “HLPF 
 to break new ground” as emphasised in the Secretary-General’s report34, critics have 
 warned that, “the risk of cacophony should not be underestimated”35. 


Although this review process is voluntary and state led, the “intensive engagement” of 
 civil society and other stakeholders is also critical. Resolution 67/290 specifies that the 
 HLPF should, “provide a platform for partnerships, including through the participation of 
 major groups and other relevant stakeholders”36 However the exact nature of this 
 participation remains undefined and is to be determined by the, “national  


governments making voluntary presentations”37


       


33


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9768Guidelines%20from%


20SG%20report.pdf  


34 (A/70/684, para. 66) 


35 https://www.iisd.org/sites/default/files/publications/hlpf-follow-up-review-2030-
 agenda.pdf  


36 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/67/290&Lang=E  


37


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/9765Q%20and%20A%20fo
r%20HLPF%20National%20reviews%202016.pdf



(33)
A MYRIAD OF UN BODIE S 


The UN bodies and forums that review progress in specific areas addressed by 
 the SDGs include, among others: the World Education Forum, the World Health 
 Assembly, the International Labour Conference, the Committee on World Food 
 Security and the Human Rights Council (see A/70/684: 46). All of these bodies 
 and forums address issues of crucial importance for the realisation of human 
 rights.


2.3.3  THE HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORU M A S A GLOBAL HUB FO R 
 REPORTING  AND REVIEW 


Beyond the national reviews, the HLPF is supposed to review implementation of the 
 2030 Agenda in a holistic and integrated manner that promotes a cross-cutting 
 understanding of the economic, social and environmental dimensions. This also implies 
 that no single institution or forum can claim exclusive ownership or responsibility for the 
 review of any single goal and target. Rather, the HLPF is supposed to be the converging 
 point for the range of existing national, regional, international and thematic processes, 
 mechanisms and institutions that have the potential to contribute to the FUR. 


From within the UN-system, this implies mobilising and integrating the work of separate 
 bodies and forums, as essential building blocks of a cohesive review system38. Likewise, 
 it implies that the myriad of functional commissions and other subsidiary bodies of 
 ECOSOC, as well as UN agencies, programmes, funds and forums harmonise and align 
 their work programmes and agendas with the SDGs and the global FUR mechanisms. 


All relevant bodies and forums will be invited to voluntarily contribute to the HLPF, with 
 the decision on whether and how to contribute left to those forums. The inputs are 
 supposed to follow a simple template covering: (a) assessment of progress and setbacks 
 at the global level; (b) identification of areas requiring urgent attention; (c) valuable 
 lessons learned; (d) emerging issues; (e) areas where political guidance by the HLPF is 
 required; and (f) policy recommendations and tools to accelerate progress39.   


       


38 A/70/684, para. 11 


39 Ibid, para. 54
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