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Social relations, local community  and school community


A study of places and non-places in relation to community



(2)
Aim of the Presentation:



• To argue that different settings offer different opportunities  and obstacles in relation to youth’s school affiliation 



• To argue that the relation between space, place and  schooling play an important part in youth’s educational  biographies and their social community in school 



• To argue that different types of spaces (formal, informal, 



’non-spaces’) are occupied differently and understood 



differently by different agents and thus are used in different  ways in their approach to education and educational 



community



(3)
The Presentation



• A short introduction to the study from which the data and  the analyses derive



• The theoretical concepts of place and non-place in liquid  modernity



• An empirical discussion of the dynamics of places and  non-places in the narratives of young people and the  professionals surrounding them



• Perspectives on the impact of the study on thoughts of 

schooling



(4)
The Study: 


• An ethnographic field study 


• Undertaken in what is commonly known as a socially deprived 
 area


• Interviews with and observations of youth in last year of 


mandatory schooling, youth in transition, youth in youth clubs


• Interviews with and observations of professionals working with 
 aforementioned group of youth


• Main aim of the study: to understand how social community is 
 produced in different settings, and how this production 


contributes to school affiliation and experiences of and with 
school 



(5)
Liquid  Modernity and Urban space


• What characterize liquid modernity is (in part) its opposition to a 
 fixed modernity, understood as a wish to organize, structure and 
 systematize a society – in liquid modernity public spaces are – 
 although sought to be controlled, uncontrollable, messy and 
 disorganized (Bauman 1999)


• An urban space in liquid modernity that encaptures this 
 understanding is any type of space that does not invite to 


community building, engagement, and long term activities (and of 
 which more and more are seen in an urban setting) 


• A growing number of non-places (Augé 1995)



(6)
Place and Non-place in Urban Settings


• The distinction between place and non-place: 


• ”If a place can be defined as relational, historical and concerned 
 with identity, then a space which cannot be defined as 


relational or historical, or concerned with identity will be a non-
 place” (Auge 1995)


• Non-places characterized by their ambition to prevent 


community, fasten flow and make room for predictability, thus 
 encouraging the fleeting meetings and the distant politeness


• Places on the other hand is where community is encouraged, 
where there is a common third to meet about 



(7)
Place or Non-place in the Narratives of the Youth  – Where are the Young People?



• During the day and during the week – mainly in school; for  some a place, for others a non-place



• After school and during the weekends – different places 



represent places as well as non-places in the narratives of the  youth, but is not limited to a traditional representation of one  or the other


• On the pedestrian street in Copenhagen, at the shopping malls, in the 
courtyards of the building complex, at each others’ houses or at home, 
at school, at the after school club



(8)
Place and Non-place and what it means to Youth


• What is – in a theoretical understandig – identified as non-places, are – 
 in the narratives of the youth – understood as places of belonging, of 
 community and of construction of identity


• ”We hang out in the courtyard with the others from school”


• ”When school is out we meet at the shopping mall and hang out 
 and eat something”


• ”We meet up on the lawn belonging to the school because that is 
 where the sun sets”


• Non-places become meeting places, places where community is 
established and/or retained



(9)
Challenging the Concept of Non-places



• Non-places must be understood as analytical  concepts that can be informed by empirical data



• What is theoretically understood as a non-place in  one way, will conceptually change when confronted  with other agents’ use of the particular non-places; 



the way youth make use of shopping malls, squares, 

parks and yards are ways of constructing community, 

thus transforming non-places into places



(10)
Community, Place and Non-place



• Community established and maintained in non-spaces are  transferred into school community including some and  excluding others 



• School – when withholding the distinction between place and  non-place, is the understood as a place, but in the way that  youth conceptualize school it is both a place and a non-place:


•  For some it becomes a place, when the possibility of merging 


community established outside of school  with community established 
 inside of school


• For others school becomes a place only when school looses its original 
purpose and presents the youth with an alternative purpose



(11)
Concluding Questions?


• When young people give importance to non-places, are they 
 then non-places? If they present them with an identity and a 
 place to create community, are the places then forming the 


people or are the people forming  the places, thus transforming 
 non-places into places?


• And is school then a place or a non-place? In a theoretical 


understanding school would be a place, but in the perception of 
some of the youth, the school takes on an appearance of a non-
place – and where does that leave the professionals working 
with community building in an institutional setting?
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