

  
    
            
        
      
      
        
          
        

        
          
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
                
              
            

            
              
                
                  Senest søgte
                

              

                
                  
                      
                      
                        
                      
                  

                
              
                Ingen resultater fundet
              

            

          

          
            
              

                
              
            

            
              
                Tags
              

              
                
                  
                      
                  
                
              

              
                

              

              
                Ingen resultater fundet
              

            

          

          
            
              
                
              
            

            
              
                Dokument
              

              
                
                  
                      
                  
                
              

              
                

              

              
                Ingen resultater fundet
              

            

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
        
      
              

                        
  
  

                
            
            
        
        Dansk
                        
          
            
            
              
                Hjem
                
                  
                
              
              
                Skoler
                
                  
                
              
              
                Emner
                
                  
                
              
            

          

        


        
          Log på
        
        
        
        
        
          

  





  
    
      
      	
            
              
              
            
            Slet
          
	
            
              
              
            
          
	
            
              
                
              
              
            
          
	
          

        
	Ingen resultater fundet


      
        
          
        
      
    

  







  
      
  
    
    	
                                    
              Hjem
            
            




	
                          
                
              
                        
              Andet
            
            


      
                  WORLD WAR 1
      

      
        
          
            
              
                
              
            
            
            
              
                Del "WORLD WAR 1"

                
                  
                    
                  
                  
                    
                  
                  
                    
                  
                  
                    
                  
                

                
                  

                  
                    COPY
                  
                

              

            

          

          
            
              

                
              
            
          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              
            
                          
                N/A
              
                      


          
            
              
            
                          
                N/A
              
                      

        

        
                      
              
                
              
                               Protected
                          

                    
            
              
            
            
              Akademisk år: 
                2022
              
            

          

        

        
          
            
            
                
                    
                
                Info
                
                

            
            

            

                        
  

                
        Hent
          
              

          
            
              
                
                Protected

              

              
                
                
                  Academic year: 2022
                

              

            

            
              
                
                  
                
                
                
                  
                    Del "WORLD WAR 1"

                    
                      
                        
                      
                      
                        
                      
                      
                        
                      
                      
                        
                      
                    

                    
                      

                      
                        
                      
                    

                    Copied!

                  

                

              

              
                
                  
                
              

            

            
              
                
                348
              

              
                
                0
              

              
                
                0
              

            

          

        

      

      
        
                              
            
            348
          

          
            
            0
          

          
            
            0
          

        

      

    

  



  
        
                    
  
    
    
      
        Indlæser....
        (se fuldtekst nu)
      

      
        
      

      
      

    

  




  
      

                    Vis mere (   Sider )
        
  


  
      

                    Hent nu ( 348 Sider )
      



      
            
  
    Hele teksten

    
      (1)  


Aalborg Universitet


World War 1


The Great War and its Impact
 Dosenrode, Søren


Creative Commons License
 CC BY-NC-ND 4.0


Publication date:


2018


Document Version


Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record
 Link to publication from Aalborg University


Citation for published version (APA):


Dosenrode, S. (Ed.) (2018). World War 1: The Great War and its Impact. (1. online edition ed.) Aalborg
 Universitetsforlag. Studier i historie, arkiver og kulturarv No. 10


General rights


Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
 and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.


      - Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.


      - You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
       - You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal -


Take down policy


If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at vbn@aub.aau.dk providing details, and we will remove access to
the work immediately and investigate your claim.



(2)
(3)
WORLD WAR 1



THE GREAT WAR AND ITS IMPACT



EDITED BY SØREN DOSENRODE



(4)
(5)
World War 1



The Great War and its Impact



Edited by 

Søren Dosenrode



(6)World War 1 


The Great War and its Impacts
 Edited by Søren Dosenrode
 2. open access edition


©The authors, 2018


No. 10 in the series: Studies in History, Archives and Cultural Heritage
 Series editors:


Michael F. Wagner, Associate Professor, Department of Culture and Global Studies,
 Aalborg University 


Bente Jensen,  Archivist at Aalborg City Archive


Johan Heinsen, Associate Professor, Department of Culture and Global Studies,
 Aalborg University


Michael Riber Jørgensen, Thisted Museum
 Design and layout: Connie Thejll Jakobsen 


Painting on the front cover: “Gassed” by John Singer Sargent. 


©Imperial War Museum (Art.IWM ART 1460)
 ISBN: 978-87-7210-004-3 


ISSN: 2246-2023
 Published by: 


Aalborg University Press 
 Langagervej 2 


9220 Aalborg 
 Phone: +45 99407140 
 aauf@forlag.aau.dk


Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives



(7)
Contents


List of Contributors  4


Introduction 5
   Søren Dosenrode


1.  An age of security?  9


  Søren Dosenrode


2.  Minds going to war: Psychology of patriotic carnage  23
   Jaan Valsiner


3.  The origins of World War 1  41


  Knud Knudsen


4.  The course of World War 1 and its incomplete endings  65
   Wolfgang Zank


5.  A war to end all wars? The peace conference 1919-1920  93
   Søren Dosenrode


6.  The impact of World War 1 on German literature: Ernst Jünger, 


  Herman Hesse, and Georg Trakl  115


    Jan T. Schlosser


7.  The impact of World War 1 on Anglophone literature  133
   Bent Sørensen


8.  The impact of World War 1 on French literature:   153
   Literary traces of the war experience – formal challenges  


  in French literature
     Steen Bille Jørgensen


9.  The impact of World War 1 on Danish literature: 


  War in the trenches and media  177


  Anker Gemzøe


10. The impact of the War: Some economic aspects  211
   Finn Olesen


11.  The impact of World War 1 on everyday technologies:


  With an emphasis on transport and communication  233
     Louise Karlskov Skyggebjerg


12. World War 1 and the Chinese Revolution  265


  Li Xing


13. The First World War: Tracing its impacts  291
   Søren Dosenrode


Index   337



(8)
List of Contributors


Søren Dosenrode, Professor of International Politics & Jean Monnet Chair, 
 dr. phil., Aalborg University (Editor)


Anker Gemzøe, Professor of Danish Literature, dr. phil., Aalborg 
 University


Steen Bille Jørgensen, Associate Professor of French Literature, PhD, 
 Aarhus University 


Knud Knudsen, Associate Professor of History, dr. phil., Aalborg 
 University


Finn Olesen, Professor of Economics, PhD, Aalborg University


Jan Schlosser, Associate Professor of German Literature, PhD, Aalborg 
 University 


Louise Karlskov Skyggebjerg, Historian, PhD, Technical University of 
 Denmark


Bent Sørensen, Associate Professor of English Literature and Media,  
 PhD, Aalborg University


Jaan Valsiner, Niels Bohr Professor of Cultural Psychology, PhD,  
 Aalborg University


Li Xing, Professor of International Politics, PhD, Aalborg University
Wolfgang Zank, Associate Professor of European Studies, dr. phil., 
Aalborg University



(9)
Introduction


Søren Dosenrode


The Great War belongs to modern world history’s most important periods, 
 only rivaled by the Thirty Years’ War and its peace agreement in Westphalia 
 in 1648. The Great War lasted – according to common history writing – 
 from August 1914 until November 1918, but it arguably lasted until the im-
 plosion of the Soviet Empire in November 1989, with the 1920s and 1930s 
 only being perceived as a fragile and unruly truce before war broke out 
 again in 1939 (lasting until 1945), and the Cold War, with its proxy wars, 
 broke out in 1947 (lasting until 1989). 


The people fighting in the trenches of Flanders came from America, Africa, 
 Asia, Oceania and Europe. Those who fell left their families and friends 
 in their home countries in those continents, and those coming back were 
 marked for life by their experiences. At the macro level, the results of the 
 War impacted on the whole world: from the rise of Japan, the move of eco-
 nomic power from Europe to the United States of America, the construction 
 of the Middle East after the fall of the Ottoman Empire, the transferal of 
 German colonies to the victorious powers via the League of Nations, not to 
 mention the Russian Revolution and the developments in inter alia Germany 
 smoothing the path for World War 2 and the Cold War. As the analysis in the 
 coming chapters will show, not only the twentieth century was marked by 
 the War: the traces can be followed into the twenty-first century, too. 


George F. Kennan described World War 1 as “The greatest seminal ca-
 tastrophe of this century”, but the real understanding of the War first occurs 
 in the German translation, which calls the War Urkatastrophe, as Sørensen 
 (2005) reminds us. Urkatastrophe means the beginning, the mother of the 
 catastrophes which were to come and which were to define the largest part 
 of the twentieth century.


Winston Churchill wrote of the War (1938: 2): 


 “The Great War through which we have passed differed from all 
ancient wars in the immense power of the combatants and their fear-



(10)ful agencies of destruction, and from all modern wars in the utter 
 ruthlessness with which it was fought. All the horrors of all the ages 
 were brought together, and not only armies but whole populations 
 were thrust into the midst of them.”


One of several reasons why the War left such an impact was that it was 
 not expected. Since the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71), there had not been 
 war in core-Europe. There had been crisis like the First Moroccan Crisis 
 (Tangier Crisis) in 1905 and the Second Moroccan Crisis (Agadir Crisis) in 
 1911, and then the two Balkan Wars 1912 and 1913 respectively but not in 
 Mainland Europe1. As will be demonstrated in the following chapters, war 
 was not seen as a possibility, humankind had turned too civilized. Churchill 
 captures this well when describing the British government, of which he was 
 himself at times a member, during the ten years leading up to the War (1938: 


13): “The British Government and the Parliament out of which it sprang, did 
 not believe in the approach of a great war, and were determined to prevent 
 it; but at the same time the sinister hypothesis [of a war] was continually 
 present in their thoughts”.


As will be repeated over and over in this book, is it hard to overestimate 
 the importance of World War 1 on our present day world. It is hardly nec-
 essary to note that interest in World War 1 is still very much alive, as has 
 been manifested in a number of publications commemorating the centenary 
 of the outbreak of the War: the centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele in 
 2017.2 A short survey on the internet in autumn 2018 (the centenary of the 
 armistice on 11 November 1918) displayed a host of events in the form of 
 parades, church services, concerts, and exhibitions especially in Belgium, 
 France, and the United Kingdom, showing that the memory and the impor-
 tance of the Great War is still very much alive. 


In this book, we will analyze the War itself and trace its impacts. This will 
 be done using an interdisciplinary approach, which is the best way to get a 
 broad understanding of the War, as the aim is to do a comprehensive ‘360 
 degree’ analysis of the impacts, finding them in culture, economy, politics, 
 and technology.


The interdisciplinary approach is the hallmark of Aalborg University, and 
thus it has been obvious to find contributors there among scholars who are 
experts within the various fields covered and who also are used to the inter-
disciplinary approach. In this sense, one might describe this anthology as 
an Aalborg book.



(11)The book is divided into three major parts. In the first one, the frame and 
 raison d’etre of the book is presented: the prelude, the course, and the end 
 of the War are analyzed. In the second part, the book turns to analyzing the 
 impact of the War; the War’s impact on literature, technology, economy, 
 and foreign relations is concretely analyzed. The third part consists of one 
 chapter integrating the previous analysis, tracing the impacts of World War 
 1. Having this structure, the book aims at giving a comprehensive introduc-
 tion to World War 1.
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 the two wars there – and would again cause deep embarrassment to the 
 EU when, in the 1990s, it required the US’ and NATO’s assistance to 
 sort out the post-Yugoslav problems.


2  Routledge re-issued fifteen volumes relating to World War 1 
 in 2014, some of which were first published as far back as the 
 1960s. Concerning Passchendaele, see for example, Paul Ham’s 
 Passchendaele – The Battle that nearly lost the Allies the War,  
 Chris McNab’s Passchendaele 1917 – The Third Battle of Ypres in 
 Photographs, or Nick Lloyd’s Passchendaele – A New History.  


A number of publications will also arrive by November 2018.
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Chapter 1



An age of security?


Søren Dosenrode


“The first world war was a watershed, not only in 
 people’s lives, but also in politics and culture, even
 when a façade of normalcy was restored after the war.” 


(Mosse 1986: 492)


A. J. P. Taylor introduces his famous book “From Sarajevo to Potsdam” 


(1966: 9) with the following description of Europe: 


“In 1914 Europe was a single civilized community, more so even 
 than at the height of the European Empire. A man could travel across 
 the length and breadth of the Continent without a passport until he 
 reached the frontiers of Russia and the Ottoman Empire. He could 
 settle in a foreign country for work or leisure without legal formali-
 ties except, occasionally, some health requirements. Every currency 
 was as good as gold, though this security rested ultimately on the 
 skill of financiers in the City of London.” 


And he goes on, stressing the similarities which prevailed. 


A general war did not seem likely, and was unwanted. Norman Angell at-
 tempted to “prove” a European war’s impossibility in his pamphlet “The 
 Great Illusion” from 1909 (and extended it into a book of the same name 
 in 1912). In his analysis, he argues that the economic integration of the 
 European countries had grown to such a degree that war between them 
 would be entirely futile, thus making militarism obsolete. Norman Angell 
 sums up his thesis in the following words (1913: ix):


“What are the fundamental motives that explain the present rivalry 
of arma ments in Europe, notably the Anglo-German? Each nation 



(14)pleads the need for defence; but this implies that someone is likely to 
 attack, and has therefore a presumed interest in so doing. What are 
 the motives which each State thus fears its neighbors may obey?”


The motives, according to Angell (1913), are based on the idea that a nation 
 has to follow a territorial expansionist policy to create the best situa tion for 
 itself. And he goes on, (1913: x):


“The author challenges this whole doctrine. He attempts to show that 
 it belongs to a stage of development out of which we have passed; 


that the commerce and industry of a people no longer depend upon 
 the expansion of its political frontiers; that a nation’s political and 
 economic frontiers do not now necessarily coincide; that military 
 power is socially and economically futile, and can have no relation 
 to the prosperity of the people exercising it; that it is impossible for 
 one nation to seize by force the wealth or trade of another – to enrich 
 itself by subjugating, or imposing its will by force on another; that, 
 in short, war, even when victorious, can no longer achieve those 
 aims for which peoples strive.”


In his famous novel “Die welt von Gestern” (The World of Yesterday) of 
 1947, Stefan Zweig described the previous two decades before the outbreak 
 of World War 1 as an era of “security” where no one really believed in the 
 possibility of a larger, general war. Yes, there had been smaller wars on the 
 outskirts of Europe, but not in “core Europe”; man had become too civilized 
 for that (Zweig 1947: 13):1


“When I attempted to find a simple formula for the period in which I 
 grew up, prior to the First World War I hope that I convey its fullness 
 by calling it the Golden Age of Security. Everything in our almost 
 thousand year-old Austrian monarchy seemed based on permanen-
 cy, and the State itself was the chief guarantor of this stability. […] In 
 this vast empire [Austria-Hungary] everything stood firmly and im-
 movably in its appointed place, and at its head was the aged emper-
 or; and were he to die, one knew (or believed) another would come 
 to take his place, and nothing would change in the well-regulated 
 order. No one thought of wars, of revolutions, or revolts. All that was 
 radical, all violence, seemed impossible in an age of reason.”


Norman Angell and others like him recognized that there is an old  logic 
concerning “territorial expansion” and the “exercise of political force 



(15)against others”, although he finds it “futile”. The wish for peace prevails. 


This love for peace is also described by General Friedrich von Bernhardi, 
 who wrote “Deutschland und die nächste Krieg” (Germany and the Next 
 War) in 1912… and he dislikes it (1914: 9):


“The value of war for the political and moral development of man-
 kind has been criticized by large sections of the modern civilized 
 world in a way which threatens to weaken the defensive powers of 
 States by undermining the warlike spirit of the people. Such ideas 
 are widely disseminated in Germany, and whole strata of our nation 
 seem to have lost that ideal enthusiasm which constituted the great-
 ness of its history.”


Bernhardi himself adheres to the old territorial logic (1914: 11):2


“Under the many-sided influence of such views and aspirations [the 
 wish for peace], we seem entirely to have forgotten the teaching 
 which once the old German Empire received with “astonishment 
 and indignation” from Frederick the Great, that “the rights of States 
 can only be asserted by the living power”; that what was won in war 
 can only be kept by war; and that we Germans, cramped as we are 
 by political and geographical conditions, require the greatest efforts 
 to hold and to increase what we have won. […]. We are accustomed 
 to regard war as a curse, and refuse to recognize it as the greatest 
 factor in the furtherance of culture and power.”


The texts just quoted describe the feeling of security which prevailed in the 
 majority of the population in Europe, although not in the military elites and 
 parts of the diplomacy. An arms race had been going on for years among the 
 countries of Germany, France, and the United Kingdom. Social Darwinism 
 inspired some politicians, officers, and groups of nationalists to pursue ag-
 gressive rearmament and to further nationalism. However, as late as the 
 summer of 1914, the British Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, had in-
 structed his private secretary to make confidential enquiries in Berlin so 
 as to explore the possibility of an  Anglo-German rapprochement (Neilson 
 2014). No one wanted a general war (cf. Knudsen, Chapter 3, this book), and 
 it could have been avoided.


MacMillan also describes the disbelief and shock which followed the out-
break of war in her important 2013 monograph (xxvii):



(16)“The coming of war took most Europeans by surprise and their ini-
 tial  reaction was disbelief and shock. They had grown used to peace; 


the century since the end of the Napoleonic Wars had been the most 
 peaceful one Europe had known since the Roman Empire. True, 
 there had been wars, but these had been far-off colonial ones like the 
 Zulu wars in southern Africa, on the periphery of Europe like the 
 Crimean War, or short and decisive like the Franco-Prussian War”.3
 It is exactly the disruption of the feeling of safety, progress, and wealth 
 which made the outbreak and result of the War so paradigmatic in European 
 – indeed, world – history.


The War shook Europe, leaving the continent crippled. G. M. Treve lyan 
  describes the feeling on the evening of August 3, 1914, the day Great  Britain 
 went to war (in Johnson 1989: 177): “That night, as the lamps were being 
 lit in the summer dusk, [sir Edward] Grey standing in the windows of his 
 room in the Foreign Office overlooking St James’s Park, said to a friend: 


‘The lamps are going out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in 
 our lifetime’.”


And, in a figurative sense, he was right. The outbreak of the Great War 
 was a shock, and it meant the end not only of the Belle Époque and a fairly 
 carefree optimism, but also of Europe’s role as the world’s dominating con-
 tinent, and it marked the beginning of an era of conflicts, on the continent as 
 well as outside, which would last until the end of the Cold War in 1989. The 
 period from 1914 to 1989 is seen as one historic conflict event, only broken 
 by periods of ceasefire, and still influencing our lives today more than 100 
 years later. In this sense, the Great War has proven to be just as important 
 as the Thirty Years War, if not even more so.


The importance of World War 1 in shaping world affairs is unquestionable, 
 and a large number of books have already been written. So, why another 
 book on World War 1? We have three series of arguments:


First and foremost, as mentioned already, the Great War shaped today’s 
 world, inter alia, politically and economically, so one cannot simply be 


“finish ed with it” and proceed. In Europe, particularly, but also in for ex-
ample the Middle East, one has to return to it again and again in order to 
understand the world of today.4 Our book brings new contributions to the 
War’s influence on the softer elements of European culture beyond military 
history and politics, which leads us to our second argument:



(17)Second, this book adds a broad interdisciplinary survey of cross-country 
 impacts. As a quick look at the book’s chapters shows, this book takes a 
 distinct interdisciplinary approach, bringing together experts from different 
 disciplines, which makes it quite unique. This “360 degree” investigation 
 will give the reader a comprehensive understanding of the War and its im-
 pact. We know that it is not possible to cover all aspects of the Great War 
 but, by approaching it from a historical, political, psychological, literary 
 (we consider literature the prism of culture), economic, and technological  
 angle, we strive for an ambitious and broad survey of the War’s impact 
 across a number of disciplines and across a number of states. This interdis-
 ciplinary approach stands out, as most recent books dealing with World War 
 1 and its impact tend to be monographs which concentrate on the impact 
 of the War on a particular discipline.5 Thus, this makes our book a general 
 reader for those seeking a broad interdisciplinary introduction, not only on 
 the War, but also its cultural, economic, and technological impacts.


Third, this book goes beyond the Anglophone impact – but in English. 


The book provides the reader with the finer details of the War’s impact on 
 continental European states. The country-specific chapters (Gemzøe’s on 
 Denmark, Schlosser’s on Germany, and Jørgensen’s on France) expose the 
 subject of the impact of the War in European societies other than the UK or 
 the US, but in English; of course the impact on Anglo-Saxon literature is 
 included, too (Sørensen’s chapter).



Structure and contents of the book


The first part of the book is focused on the War and the peace-conference 
 and provides the overall frame. After this chapter, Valsiner asks how it was 
 possible to make people go to war. Knudsen analyzes the events leading 
 up to the War, Zank analyzes the course and development of the War, and 
 Dosenrode looks into the peace treaties ending it.


In the second part, the book focuses on the impact of the War with a number 
 of specialized contributions. The first four chapters (Schlosser, Jørgensen, 
 Sørensen, and Gemzøe) focus on the War’s impact on literature, before 
 turning to an analysis of the impact on economy (Olesen), technology 
 (Skyggebjerg), and on the impacts outside Europe focusing on the spread of 
 Communism to Asia, an often overlooked but crucial consequence (Xing). 


In the final chapter, the long-term consequences are analyzed, both by 



(18)drawing on the findings of the previous chapters, but also extending them, 
 asking which impacts of the War were the most important (Dosenrode). 


In detail, the contents looks like this:


Following this chapter, which sets the frame of the book, Jaan Valsiner writes 
 in Chapter 2 that “War is willfully escalated violence built on the dynamic 
 reciprocity of the warring side”. And he continues: “I will raise the question 
 of the ways in which human beings – fascinated by the socially suggested 
 representations of war – marched into the massacres on the battlefields of 
 World War 1. The history of World War 1 is a particularly fitting arena for 
 interdisciplinary collaboration – between history and psychol ogy”. This is 
 his focal point. He leans on Carl von Clausewitz, as well as especially cul-
 tural psychology, linking to the theory of social representations, which is 
 especially fitting for linking with history.


Knud Knudsen discusses the reasons for the War in Chapter 3. His chapter is 
 centered on the events of July 1914, demonstrating how the assassinations in 
 Sarajevo were turned into the pretext for war. It is the basic idea of the chapter 
 that some political and military leaders in Europe wanted a war in the Balkans, 
 but also that no one got the war that they wanted. Further, it is argued that the 
 political leaders in the capitals of Europe acted rationally, standing by their 
 treaty obligations in an upcoming crisis, but also that they might have acted 
 otherwise, that alternative options existed, and that they might have sought to 
 restrain the crisis. This assertion is the basis for a final brief discussion of the 
 structural ties that might have prevented the European leaders from acting in 
 the interest of a peaceful solution for the 1914 July Crisis.


In Chapter 4, Wolfgang Zank gives an overview of the course of World War 
 1. The major political and military events are summarized. The conflict 
 between Germany and the Western powers receives due attention, given the 
 point that the Western Front, after the intervention of the United States, be-
 came the theater where Germany lost the War. But, in other areas, the War 
 left much more long-lasting destructive impacts: Russia turned into a failed 
 state where a rather small but disciplined and fanatical political force could 
 seize power. This created a cleavage in world politics for some 70 years. 


Also, the dissolution of Austria-Hungary left multiple seeds of conflict, not 
least in Yugoslavia. And, in the Middle East, the disorder after the disinte-
gration of the Ottoman Empire can be said to be ongoing to this day. Also, 
the conquest of the German colonies in Africa and China had a lasting im-
pact. The processes leading to these outcomes in Russia, Austria-Hungary, 
the Middle East, Africa, and China will therefore also be dealt with.



(19)Chapter 5 is concerned with the end of the War, the negotiations among the 
 Entente Powers, and their dictates to the losing powers. Søren Dosenrode 
 starts out analyzing the war aims of the powers which were in conflict, 
 as they guided the victorious powers. From the outset, especially France, 
 Germany, and Russia wished to aim at securing their superiority. Next in 
 the chapter, there is a brief section on the peace initiatives taken during the 
 War, by the belligerent powers, by neutral ones, and by others. There were 
 many initiatives but, as the main parties all hoped for victory, the prospects 
 for peace were dim. The focus of this chapter is on the peace negotiations, or 
 rather the negotiations among the Entente Powers which lead to the dictated 
 peace. The very different approaches of France, the United Kingdom, and 
 the United States are presented, as are the considerations of the Imperial, 
 and then republican German governments. After a survey of the peace trea-
 ties and their consequences, the chapter rounds off by discussing the conse-
 quences of the peace treaties.


Chapter 5 ends the first part of the book, which analyzes the War itself, why 
 it broke out, why people were willing to sacrifice themselves, the course of 
 the War, and how it was ended. The next part is focused on the implications 
 of the War, starting out by looking at the impact the War had on culture and 
 literature, followed by its impact on the world economy, on technological 
 development, and on the world outside Europe.


Culture is a central concept, and in David Landes’ words (2000: 2), it makes 


“almost all the difference”.6 James Winders formulates the impact of World 
 War 1 on culture like this (2001: 99): “It is difficult not to conclude that the 
 Great War of 1914 to 1918 set in motion many of the violent forces and much 
 of the cultural despair that beveled the remainder of the twentieth century. 


The War shattered the confident ideals of an entire generation, many of 
 whom in their dissolutioned state would succumb to the lure of the apoca-
 lyptic politics of fascism”.


Using literature as a seismograph for societal developments is not new in 
 itself; e.g. Donna Baker did it when analyzing the relations between Nazism 
 and the petit bourgeois back in 1975. It has the advantage that a good author 
 is able to capture the Zeitgeist, which a more typical positivist approach 
 may not (cf. Niemeyer 1978).7 Phrased differently, the focus on literature is 
 important because of its ability to absorb and amplify less tangible feelings 
 and emotions, and if it succeeds in “hitting a nerve”, it will reach a big 
 audience, thus contributing to both “framing” and characterizing a period. 


That, e.g. Barbusse, Hesse, and Jünger’s works are still published and read 
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 literary qualities. These four chapters look into the impact of the War on lit-
 erature in Germany, France, the Anglo-Saxon countries, and Denmark. By 
 doing so (though not being able to include all states), we focus on the main 
 antagonists – the powers – and also look at a representative sample of small, 
 neutral states: Denmark.8


World War 1 was an event which left its imprint on literature in all the 
 European countries, and beyond. Obviously, the strongest traces are found 
 in the literature of countries which participated in the War, but traces are 
 also found in those of neutral ones. Not surprisingly, there are many paral-
 lels, e.g. the literature seeing the War as a possibility for reviving a country’s 
 culture and soul, vs. those authors who opposed the destruction of people. 


One of the large impacts felt until at least the 1960s was on the economy. 


Finn Olesen analyzes the economic impact of the War in Chapter 10. He 
 states that, up until the outbreak of World War 1, expectations on economic 
 matters were, in general, rather positive. At least the vision of Adam Smith 
 – a macroeconomic outcome of harmony and optimality with economic 
 growth and a significantly high level of wealth for the first time in modern 
 history – seemed to be within reach for many of the European countries and 
 the USA. However, the outbreak of the War, along with its consequences, 
 dramatically changed this scenario – far from an economic environment 
 of economic growth, the future was most likely to be one of troublesome 
 economic – as well as political – turbulence. In his 1919 book The Economic 
 Consequences of the Peace, the English economist John Maynard Keynes 
 made an early prognosis on what could and should be expected to be the 
 economic reality for the years to come, not only for Germany but also for the 
 victorious countries. As history has shown, Keynes actually, unfortunately, 
 was rather spot on with this prognosis. Somehow, the Versailles Treaty her-
 alded the coming of the Great Depression of the 1930s. Furthermore, from 
 then on, Great Britain was no longer the world’s most powerful Empire, 
 economically or politically. Her position was overtaken by the USA which, 
 to a large degree, had financed the expenditures of the war effort of both 
 Great Britain and France.


It is occasionally claimed that World War 1 had a huge impact on develop-
 ment in science and technology, but is this so? Louise Karlskov Skyggebjerg 
 analyses the impact of the Great War on everyday technologies with a spe-
 cial emphasis on transport and communication technology in Chapter 11. 


Skyggebjerg asks what impact the Great War had on everyday technology 
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 War 1 and technology focus on the development of weapons and other tech-
 nologies for military use, like tanks, machine guns, flamethrowers, poi-
 son gas, battleships, aircraft, and submarines. Others look into technolo-
 gies invented during the War or which are claimed to have been boosted 
 by wartime use, like sanitary napkins, tea bags, zips, stainless steel, ra-
 dio technology, and wristwatches. The main aim of the chapter is, with 
 a basis in empirical examples, to discuss the popular assumption that the 
 general effect of war on technology is stimulation, an assumption which 
 is criticized, among others, by the English historian of technology, David 
 Edgerton. Thus, Skyggebjerg’s chapter looks into the question of if and how 
 the Great War influenced the development and diffusion of mass communi-
 cation (concretely of the civil use of radio in Denmark) and into how some 


“surplus” wartime technologies were transformed and used for civilian 
 transport purposes after the war. The last analysis is based on two cases 
 of technology transfer from the belligerent countries to Denmark after the 
 War, the FF.49C seaplane formerly used by the German navy and the Mack 
 truck used by the American army on the battlefields in France.


This book has a European angle in its conception. Still, one of the im-
 pacts of World War 1 is of such importance that it had to be included, even 
 though it happened outside of Europe: in Asia, to be precise. The Russian 
 Revolution and the emergence of the Soviet Union had a lasting impact on 
 most, if not all, of the world. As Zank mentions in Chapter 5, Lenin declared 
 war on the capitalist world by founding the Communist International. The 
 Russian Revolution inspired and supported, inter alia, Mao Zedong in his 
 fight for supremacy in China. Li Xing analyzes this relation, this lasting im-
 pact in Chapter 12, the impact of the war outside Europe – “The Expansion 
 of Communism: The Chinese Revolution”.


Li Xing emphasizes the historical importance of the World War 1 in bring-
ing about a fundamental transformation in China’s contemporary history 
– the victory of the Chinese Revolution. In other words, it explores China’s 
century-long “challenge-response” dynamism, i.e., how external factors 
helped to shape China’s internal transformations, and how generations of 
Chinese people had been struggling to respond to the external chal  lenges 
and impact. The author sheds light on the historical background of the 
Chinese Revolution that was seen as a consequence of the Versailles Treaty 
in the aftermath of World War 1. The Chinese May Fourth Movement in 
1919 was a milestone as a national outcry and response to the injustice of 
the Treaty. The Movement provided the soil for intellectual debate on the 
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 in the Chinese situation. One of the immediate outcomes was the rise of the 
 Chinese communist socio-political force and its struggle in a century-long 
 revolution. The chapter concludes that China’s socio-political and socio-cul-
 tural transformations coincided with the historical course of World War 1, 
 and the effects of the War contributed to a radical change in the political sit-
 uation in China and shaped the country’s developmental trajectory through 
 the entire twentieth century.


In the last chapter, Chapter 13, Søren Dosenrode traces the impacts of the 
 Great War. The basis for his analysis is the analysis in the previous chapters. 


His chapter follows the basic structure of this book’s second part, but is ex-
 tended in scope. Concretely, the first section centers on the impacts of the 
 War on culture and literature. This is followed by an analysis of the political 
 impacts of the War both domestically (the spread and collapse of democ-
 racy, woman’s rights, the bureaucratization of the state) and in international 
 relations, following a regional approach (Europe, the Middle East, Africa, 
 Asia, and the Americas). This leads to a section on the economic conse-
 quences of the War, including inflation, the shift of economic power away 
 from Europe, and ends with its long-term consequences. The next section 
 focuses on how World War 1 impacted science, technology, and medicine. 


In the concluding remarks, Dosenrode asks what the greatest impacts were. 


Using the criterion of focusing on the stability of the international system, 
he names three: the Russian Revolution, the instability of the international 
economic system, and the rise of Nazism. He then briefly comments on the 
usefulness of an interdisciplinary approach.
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Endnotes


1   John Maynard Keynes identified the same attitude in his 1919 book 
 on the Versailles Treaty in which he describes the prewar time as con-
 ceived of as prosperous, stable, and good (p. 6): “But, most important 
 of all, the [the middle or upper-class inhabitants of London] regarded 
 this state of affairs as normal, certain, and permanent, except in the 
 direction of further improvement, and any deviation from this is aber-
 rant, scandalous, and avoidable.”


2   In his 1986 book The Rise of the Trading State, Richard Rosecrance 
 discusses the logic of commerce vs. conquest in depth.


3  But MacMillan (2013: xxix) also reminds us that: “The outbreak of war 
 was a shock but it did not come out of a clear blue sky. The clouds had 
 been gathering in the previous two decades and many Europeans were 
 uneasily aware of that fact. […] On the other hand, they had, many of 
 them, leaders and ordinary citizens alike, a confidence that they could 
 deal with the threats of conflict.”


4   As enduring evidence of the interest in World War 1, Routledge re- 
 issued fifteen volumes relating to World War 1 in 2014, some of which 
 were first published as far back as the 1960s. This interest in World 
 War 1 was naturally intensified by the centenary celebrations in 2014, 
 and the same happens now at the centenary of the end of the War in 
 1918.


  5   See John Keegan’s 1998 The First World War (politics), Alan Sharp’s 
 2010 Consequences of the Peace (politics), Geoffrey Moorhouse’s 
 2011 Hell’s Foundations (military history), Mary Hammond’s 2007 
 Publishing in the First World War (publishing), and Paul Fussell’s The 
 Great War and Modern Memory (literature and public perception).


6   Geert Hofstede makes a very simple but useful distinction concerning 
 culture, when dividing it into “Culture one” and “Culture two” (1991: 


16). “Culture one” is culture in the classical meaning of the word; that 
is education, refinement, art etc. “Culture two” includes the activities 
in “Culture one” but is broader – very much broader – including every-
day work and routines like greetings, eating, loving etc. Culture in this 
book is mainly concerned with “Culture one”.



(26)7   We will, so to speak, practice the latter without neglecting the former, 
 getting a fuller picture of the epoch and its impacts.


8   Why Denmark? From a methodological point of view we could just 
as well have chosen, for example, Holland, Norway, Sweden, or 
Switzerland but, as this book originates in Denmark, it was natural to 
choose this country. Why not also include e.g. Russia? Two reasons: a) 
This book has a Western focus – some would say bias – and b) adding 
an additional chapter would tip the balance we try to maintain between 
the impacts on politics, psychology, economy, science and technology, 
and culture.
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Chapter 2



Minds going to war:  



 Psychology of patriotic carnage


Jaan Valsiner


War is a disaster. Yet – in contrast to all kinds of natural calamities such 
 as earthquakes, floods, famines – war is a human-made disaster. Even if it 
 may begin from occasional misunderstandings between social power hold-
 ers, once it escalates, it becomes a framework for purposeful selective de-
 struction – of values, value holders, and value creators. 


It is human beings – as they keep taking on social roles or having those 
inherited by aristocratic or oligarchic lineages – who make war. They con-
struct the tools (armament, fortifications) and socialize new generations into 
volunteering for war efforts, or at least accepting recruitment or conscrip-
tion in obedient ways. Young men have been – over centuries – made proud 
of wearing their military uniforms and medals indicating their success in 
killing other human beings. Mothers of these men have been persuaded to 
accept the loss of the lives of their sons not as a cruelty against humanity, 
but with pride for their sons’ carrying out of his “patriotic duty”, while end-
ing up as one of the so many crosses in the wide fields of war cemeteries1.
War is a cultural product – similar to wedding ceremonies, weather 
forecasts, bull fights, and table manners. Yet it has its specificity – it is a 
cultural construction of acts of purposeful destruction. Not only are once 
created objects destroyed – this happens also by accident – but the purpose 
of human action is set to be that of demolishing – and doing it with full 
righteousness as if it were an act of a worthwhile cause. Everything human 
beings have carefully been building in peacetime becomes turned into a 
potential target for destruction (Lewin 1917). Human beings who have been 
brought up through their childhoods with the moral imperatives “thou shalt 
not kill!” and “thou shalt not steal” remarkably easily move to the mode 



(28)of the opposite: “you must kill!” (the “enemy”) and “you can loot” (the 
 enemy’s property). 


It is here where the need to consider psychology as a science in the ser-
 vice of making sense of wars comes to the social sciences. Movement from 
 construction to purposeful destruction is a major psychological transfor-
 mation – which happens in phases. A local friction between communities 
 may escalate into temporary acts of violence, and de-escalate into ordinary 
 peaceful co-existence between neighbors sometime later. It can be episodic 
 – clubs of football fans travelling around Europe to confront their opponents 
 in some peaceful town where the given football match is scheduled. Or the 
 escalation of inter-state relations can lead to a war that can last short time, 
 or not a short time – it can last even thirty, or hundred years. When peace is 
 made again, the former enemies may move to a state of amiable acceptance 
 of the histories of their socially-sanctioned cruelties towards one another. 


While some of the losers in the war are singled out as objects for final sym-
 bolic (and physical) destruction – peacetime trials and convictions of “war 
 criminals” – the overwhelming majority of both the “winners” and “losers” 


in the just finished war go back to their peacetime constructive activities 
 of sowing and harvesting crops, building up destroyed cities, opening res-
 taurants and hotels, creating new consumer goods, and – in that myriad of 
 peacetime activities – inventing new weapons for future wars to be fought. 


The technology of drones of the twenty-first century is developed for mili-
 tary purposes first, and may find its uses in everyday life later.


Psychology as science can relate with other sciences in their efforts to study 
 wars. It is in the case of the phenomenon of massive participation in the war-
 to-peace (and peace-to-war) transitions where the interests of social psy-
 chology, history, and political sciences meet. No wars could be fought with-
 out the psychological readiness of ordinary persons to join in the act. Such 
 readiness depends on mechanisms of internalization and external ization of 
 social suggestions that psychology handles in the domain of the study of 
 development of the dialogical self (Markova 2012; Valsiner 1987). 


The feeling of the “patriotic glory” by decorated war veterans is a cultural 
 resource for pride for the next generations – ready for new wars (Figure 1). 


Historical events and political processes fully depend on psychological con-
ditions that are intuitively embedded in the social practices.



(29)Figure 1. The bessmertnyi polk- Moscow, Red Square, May 9, 2015


Figure 1 illustrates a powerful recent political effort to mobilize the per-
sonal family ties into the service of expansion of patriotic unity feelings 
around the issue of celebrating 70 years from the end of World War 2 in 
Europe. The history of a war won (or lost) matters – and is made to work for 
– the future. New generations, carrying the photographs of their deceased 
relatives who were in the war, join the promotion of the new vigilance of 
defense of their country in the future. Adding the notion of eternity (bess-
mertnyi, immortal) to the collective military unit (polk, a battalion) carries 
the affective personal links with one’s relatives forward to future readiness 
to devote the lives of the young (and their children) to the future political 
needs of the “fatherland”. Patriotism is promoted in all societies (Carretero 
2011) and its function is set up ahead of time when it is needed to achieve 
concrete political goals. The nature of wars may change in history (Beck 
2005; Leach 2000) yet these remain – as von Clausewitz (1908/1832) pointed 
out in the nineteenth century – a continuation of politics through military 
means (Roxborough 1994). The wars fought in the courts of law in any 
country, or between them, are peacetime continuations of the military acts 
on real battlefields.



(30)Turning backward in time in the present book, I will raise the question 
 of the ways in which human beings, fascinated by the socially suggested 
 representations of war, marched into the massacres on the battlefields of 
 World War 1. The history of World War 1 is a particularly fitting arena for 
 interdisciplinary collaboration between history and psychology. For histori-
 ans, the making of the war – an escalation of the political oppositions at the 
 pace at which these proceeded in 1914 – is a fitting target for analysis that 
 still is far from having been captured (Neilson 2014). For sociologists, it is 
 the transformation of the societal structures in Europe between 1848 and 
 1914 that could provide for serious insights into societal transformations 
 in general. The complexities of World War 1 even led to the emergence of 
 the scholarly field of the study of international relations (Lebow 2014). Yet 
 the scholarly interpretations of the dramatic (and traumatic) social changes 
 in Europe and the rest of the World as a consequence of the 1914-18 events 
 remain as heterogeneous as the multifaceted phenomenon itself.


Psychology has been curiously peripheral in the discussions of World War 
 1. One needs to make sense of the rapid transformation of the “just plain 
 folks” into soldiers who settle down in the trenches and keep shooting at 


“the enemy”. And even more than this, how could a war become glorified 
 as “The Great War”? How can human beings accept the social suggestions 
 to affectively frame an activity of devastation as if it had positive moral 
 value? How have ordinary human beings, the sufferers of the wars and their 
 collateral effects (famines, epidemics), managed to survive and resiliently 
 re-build their prosperity – until the next war hits again?


In the reality of war (and peace), psychological issues are central. The wag-
 ing of wars is older in human history than any psychological reflection. Von 
 Clausewitz (1908/1832) outlined three types of reciprocities in the condi-
 tions of war:


1.  War is an act of violence pushed to its utmost bounds: as one side dic-
 tates the law on the other, and the other attempts precisely the same to 
 the first, there arises a sort of reciprocal action which reaches its ex-
 treme.


2  War is always the shock of two hostile bodies in collision, not the action 
of a living power upon an inanimate mass. “As long as the enemy is not 
defeated, he may defeat me; then I shall be no longer my own master; he 
will dictate the law to me as I did to him” (Clausewitz 1908: 5).



(31)3.  The exertion of powers depends on the available resources and the 
 strength of the will. As both warring sides depend on the will of the 
 fighters, the enhancement of the fight is based on the reciprocity of act-
 ing against the other, getting similar feedback, and escalating the will to 
 fight.


War is willfully escalated violence built on the dynamic reciprocity of the 
 warring sides. It is not only built on the goal orientations of the opponents 
 to launch into the destructive sequence of actions, and the socially-guided 
 wills of the fighters to annihilate “the other”. It entails socially-guided es-
 calation of all these features. Such social guidance is deeply interdependent 
 with the environment: the fighter’s will is socially cultivated action orienta-
 tion where no doubts are allowed to spoil the escalation of courage.2


However, not all is immediately useful for historians peeping into the field 
 of psychology for collaboration. Psychology in its traditional form – looking 
 at individuals separated from their immediate life environments and attrib-
 uting causality to the intra-psychological causes for actions – has little to of-
 fer history and sociology in the understanding of the human psyche at war. 


It is in the habit of asserting causality for the outcomes of some conduct to 
 selected – but never provable – causal entities in the past. Trying to analyze 
 Napoleon’s war crimes3 in terms of his difficult childhood or personality 
 dispositions creates a social discourse that may be of interest to common 
 gossip networks (“How interesting! All that Hitler did was due to his being 
 sexually abused at age 3!”), but has no scientific value. What psychology 
 has traditionally overlooked is precisely the willful escalation of goal orien-
 tations to destruction that is the psychological core of war.


Psychological phenomena are always co-determined by the person and the 
 environment in an open-systemic arrangement (Valsiner 1987, 1998, 2007, 
 2014). The persons create their environments so that these environments 
 guide them: a young man putting on a soldier’s uniform changes his rela-
 tionship with the world; he starts acting like a soldier, and feeling like one. 


That feeling leads to further changes in the environment, escalating the 
feeling of being a warrior sometimes to the extreme.4 They may become 
conscientious killers, until the realities of being under attack by their op-
ponents on the battlefield temper their bravado and lead to the main psy-
chological feature that keeps wars going: fear (Bion 1997: 203-204, Grass 
2007: 123-125; Sen’yavskaya 1999, 2006). By social guidance of the fighters 
towards courage, the military socialization system sets up constraints upon 
fear: once it is evoked, it is to be transformed to its opposite (non-fear) which 



(32)can allow irrational acts dangerous to one’s survival to emerge. Such acts 
 are results of affective synthesis at the given moment. Later on, these acts 
 may be depicted as “courageous” and given to others as examples of “cou-
 rage.” 


The depths of the human psyche are embedded in the social organization of 
 purposeful conflict in the case of war. War is a theatrical act of destruction. 


It involves costumes (military uniforms), rituals (military parades), social 
 order of a rigid kind (discipline) that at times is let out in moments of the 
 reversal of order (looting). It is a profitable destruction, as most rich en - 
 tre preneurs benefitting from wars, or military industrial complexes in coun-
 tries that produce war instruments, can testify. 


Georg Simmel focused on the functional role of war (and peace) in resolving 
 tensions within the social system:


“Conflict itself is the resolution of the tension between the contra-
 ries. That it eventuates in peace is only a single, specially obvious 
 and evident, expression of the fact that it is a conjunction of elements, 
 an opposition, which belongs with the combination under one higher 
 conception. This conception is characterized by the common contrast 
 between both forms of relationship and the mere reciprocal indiffer-
 ence between elements.” Simmel 1904: 490, added emphases)


The phenomena of conflict (and war) are wholes that are qualitatively dif-
 ferent from the elements that they contain. They are organized in terms 
 of Ganzheit, a whole of some abstract fluid form that is “in the air” of the 
 given social situation. If – instead of a large tourist ship – an aircraft carrier 
 were to dock in a little city like Aalborg, the whole affective atmosphere in 
 the city would be changed. Nothing has happened, but the “feeling of war 
 is suddenly in the air”.


Wars emerge as a result of the escalation of conflicts: legal, political, eco-
 nomic. They end as the conflicts are re-directed to other means of resolu-
 tion. Rarely would an end to a war mean the end of a conflict; this might 
 be possible only under conditions of complete annihilation of “the enemy”. 


A war – won by some and lost by others – leads to new conflicts (and, po-
 tentially, to new wars). Human beings create them, and suffer from them. 


If there is a need to show the inherent paradoxicality of the human mind, 
the movement of people through cycles of war and peace gives us dramatic 
examples of it. Yet, in this movement, human beings are resilient – which 
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 proudly marching onto a glorified arenas for collective suicide – be it at 
 Austerlitz, Verdun, or Stalingrad – brings our scholarly efforts in psychol-
 ogy and history to share the same object of investigation.



World War 1 as a psychological object (Gegenstand)


The breaking out of World War 1 remains an enigma for political and so-
 cial sciences (Neilson 2014; Lebow 2014). July 1914 passed, and the whole 
 of Europe found itself at war. The whole societal organization at wartime 
 is a complex social and psychological structure that becomes activated. It 
 involves actors in different positions – soldiers on the front, others in the 
 rear, civilians in the home places of the fighters involved in supplying the 
 fight and taking care of the casualties. The whole social order changes to 
 accommodate to wartime: economic activities concentrate on war provi-
 sions, hospitals become military hospitals, and religious institutions begin 
 participating in the psychological preparation of the populace for the war 
 and for the losses of the war. Ordinary “neighborhood watch” is turned into 


“spy watch”, and secret services earn their living by detecting and report-
 ing anti-war sentiments expressed in public. The public has to face various 
 shortages of food (Bonzon & Davis 1997) and energy, and adjust to the scar-
 city of otherwise available objects. Things of low value at peacetime: cig-
 arettes, salt, become a valued currency for wartime exchange. Middlemen 
 who gain profits from wartime scarcities become notable figures in every-
 day life (Robert 1997). Food scarcity leads to long queues in the cities as 
 well as to dependence on the links of urban environments with their rural 
 counterparts (Healy 2007). Yet life goes on, almost unchanged, except for 
 caution in crossing the streets at time covered by sniper fire (Macek 2000). 


World War 1 was also remarkable in the ease in which the best thinkers 
 of Europe: philosophers, scientists, artists, rushed to take sides in the con-
 flict (Bergson 1915; Wundt 1914). Counter-voices to the ideological align-
 ment existed as well, yet the propagation of pacifism was under attack in 
 all warring countries (Russell 1917). War’s first casualty is the mind, as 
 its goal orientations are central for the social interests of the warring insti-
 tutions. The panic reactions to the use of chemical warfare on both sides 
 (Jones 2014) make the psychological sides of that war particularly dramatic. 


Understanding any war – and its aftermath – may require a special focus on 
the psychology of its survivors.
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Cultural psychologies and the war: Linking with history


Two directions within contemporary cultural psychologies (Valsiner 2012a) 
 can be brought together with history as possible domains for interdiscipli-
 nary scholarship. First of all, the theory of social representations (Moscovici 
 2001; Sammut, et al. 2015) is an explanatory framework that is ready for 
 use in historical explanations. The meaning complex of social representa-
 tion allows social psychologists to trace the link between macro-social and 
 individual-personal levels of meaning construction. According to Serge 
 Moscovci, the founder of the Social Representation Theory (SRT), the goal 
 of use of this seemingly vague concept is clear:


“By taking as its centre communication and representations, it hopes 
 to elucidate the links which unite human psychology with contem-
 porary social and cultural conditions…. The reason for forming 
 these representations is the desire to familiarize ourselves with the 
 unfamiliar.” (Moscovici 2001: 150, added emphasis)


Since all moments in human lives are facing the unfamiliar – that of the next 
 moment in time – social representations link what is familiar up to now with 
 what is to come, but is not yet known. So, a statement “We’ll have breakfast 
 tomorrow morning” links the familiar (“breakfast” of this morning, and 
 mornings before) with the yet-to-happen tomorrow morning. However, if 
 we modify the statement and claim “War will begin tomorrow”, the imme-
 diate experience of previous wars may be absent in the young generation 
 that may volunteer to join the “Glorious War” (as World War 1 was labeled 
 at its beginning). It is only through the schematized meaning war that the 
 yet-unknown becomes “familiar”.


Representations are social in three concurrent ways (Moscovici 2001: 153):


1.  They are impersonal (they are considered to belong to everyone). “This 
 is a just war” is a generic statement promoted by a political institution 
 for its goals, and assumed to be shared by all.


2.  They are representations of the others – belong to other people – and 
through relating with the others become one’s own. A teenager admires 
his father’s war decorations and decides for himself that “this war is 
glorious”.



(35)3.  They are – at the same time – personal (they are felt affectively to belong 
 to the ego). The teenager may enlist out of his patriotic fervent in the 


“glorious war” without the parents’ knowledge or approval.


The unity of the three layers: social, inter-personal, and intra-personal in the 
 case of social representations makes them into the center of social persua-
 sion efforts. All war (and peace) propaganda entails operation with social 
 representations in goal-directed manner. The tools, social representations, 
 enter into social projects that move the participating actors towards their 
 future goals (Bauer 2015; Bauer and Gaskell 1999, 2008). By analysis of 
 the tactical use of such representations (e.g. Gibson 2015) one can trace the 
 birthplaces of conscientious violence that is characteristic of wars.


Music is one of the most important cultural inventions of the human species, 
 ranging from the simple sounds of a drum or violin to the sophisticated 
 works of Stravinsky or Schönberg, which guides our affective lives. Music 
 is included in most cultural rituals: including those of wars. The existence 
 of military bands and the use of music in collective activity settings (choir 
 singing, orchestra playing, or serenades by romantic young men in front of 
 the fair ladies they are courting) allows the linking of social representation 
 of the societal level with a personal commitment to the collective act. A 
 religious hymn or a folk song in the mouths of a performing person carries 
 forward the cultural history of the society while affectively directing the fu-
 ture of the performer (Dilthey 1927). There are examples of how attending 
 an opera could give rise to a revolution5.


The human mind is open for social direction through the feature that in SRT 
is called cognitive polyphasia (Jovchelovich & Priego-Hernandez 2015). In 
terms of simple description, that notion refers to the heterogeneity of hu-
man reasoning where different mutually opposite ideas may be endorsed by 
the person in different contexts without any feeling of contradiction. Such 
inconsistency constitutes the resource for innovation in meanings, through 
dialogical processes (Bauer 2015; Markova 2012). Any use of social rep-
resentations by persons or institutions needs to be open to directed recur-
sivity (Beckstead 2015; Veltri 2015); the social suggestions carried by such 
representations need to be re-combinable in ever new complex forms, yet 
all of them leading in particular directions. A particular goal orientation – 
dedication to a religious or patriotic cause – can be redundantly encoded 
into everyday practices, songs sung at local festivals, religious sermons, or 
neighborhood gossip. Participating persons are completely embedded in a 
symbolic social environment guiding them to feel and act in some direction. 



(36)Examples of enhanced patriotism at the beginnings of wars abound. SRT is 
 eminently suitable for the study of human relations in history, providing a 
 layer of analysis that is absent in historical and political science accounts.


“History is not simply a relevant topic for the study of so-
 cial representations, but a critical one. It is critical because 
 the ways in which history is constructed can have profound 
 consequences for how politics are mobilized and how the 
 identity of entire generations of peoples may be shaped. 


Those historical events and people widely regarded as im-
 portant across all segments of society constitute important 
 symbolic resources for mobilizing public opinion. They 
 are difficult to ignore in public debate because they carry 
 such widely shared emotional resonance and political legi-
 ti macy” (Liu and Sibley 2015: 279)


The second direction of cultural psychology of semiotic dynamics (Valsiner, 
 2014, 2015) inks with the SRT as it situates the social representations in a 
 temporal scheme oriented towards the future (Figure 2). As applied (retro-
 spectively) to historical events, it becomes possible to reconstruct the dif-
 ferent possibilities for peacemaking in the middle of the ongoing war, and 
 to demonstrate how these possibilities were not actualized at the time. 


Analysis of “war efforts” can be done looking at the intended future inter-
 nalization of the public messages meant to be taken over and further esca-
 lated by individuals. 


Figure 2. Guided emergence of a sign with feed-forward to the future
 SOSIAL SUGGESTION: this,


not another, social
 representation – guides the
 emergence of sign S
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MOMENT Future anticipated at the
 PRESENT MOMENT
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(37)The function of signs is always future oriented, both in their immediate 
 impact (turning the next immediate future into a new present) and their 
 general orientation towards encountering similar situations in some inde-
 terminate future moment. The emergence – construction – of the particular 
 sign (S) is guided by the social representation system that sets up the whole 
 social atmosphere in the given situation. Once the sign (S) has emerged – 
 made by the person, it becomes one’s “own”. Its “birthplace”, a social sug-
 gestion based on social representation, is forgotten. Persons act on their own 
 will in the direction suggested by the social representation. This can lead to 
 the mistreatment of the enemy’s prisoners of war beyond the social norms 
 agreed upon (Feltman 2010). Creativity in the invention of torture tech-
 niques and symbolic violence in wartimes has been known for centuries.


If sign use is future oriented, how can it be that the meaning-makers are 
 constantly referencing the past: digging into one’s memory, trying to recall 
 relevant life moments of the past? This question applies to the study of his-
 tory: why are we taking interest in some wars (e.g., World War 1) rather than 
 others (e.g., the Balkan Wars that preceded World War 1)? There are many 
 to choose from, but only some are chosen. Such efforts – even if they seem 
 to involve backward referencing – are actually forward referencing. The 
 meaning-maker at the present accesses different traces of the signs of the 
 past as s/he is moving towards the future. What looks as if it entails “look-
 ing back” at the given moment is actually “looking forward”, thanks to 
 the accessibility of different trace signs from the past (see Figure 1 above). 


Within irreversible time one cannot reference “what was” without making it 
 to be in the service of “what might come.” Explaining the intricacies of the 
 making of World War 1 can give us knowledge to detect the emergence of 
 World War 3 – even if a regional escalation of a conflict in some area in the 
 world is not (yet) labeled that, at present. History, like cultural psychology, 
 is a science that generalizes universal patterns of development (of societies, 
 and of persons) from single systemic cases.



General conclusion: Going beyond Wilhelm Dilthey’s failure


What contemporary cultural psychology – in the form of SRT and the per-
spective on semiotic dynamics (CPSD) – can contribute to the interdiscipli-
nary study of history is the generalizable analyses of single unique cases 
of societal or personal transformations. In this respect, this new synthesis 
allows us to transcend the dichotomy between “explanatory” and “under-



(38)standing” sciences that Wilhelm Dilthey introduced in the 1880s (Dilthey 
 1883). Dilthey introduced his distinction between Geisteswissenschaften 
 and Naturwissenschaften towards the end of the “natural sciences war” 


(Valsiner 2012b) in the Germany of the nineteenth century – when the natu-
 ral sciences side of the war was clearly winning and all the Naturphilosophie-
 linked scientific perspectives were being pushed out of the “real” sciences. 


It could be seen as a step to preserve the Geisteswissenschaften by allocat-
 ing to them a qualitatively different role. 


Yet there was a price to this rescue effort. As a result of this split, both 
 history and psychology found themselves within the Geisteswissenschaften 
 category, with the result being axiomatic denial of generalization goal of a 
 science. Nothing can be more detrimental for science than accepting this 
 axiom. The evidence in both history and psychology is unique – but follows 
 general rules that science needs to recover. Understanding concrete phe-
 nomena – of history or of persons – was assumed to be that of understand-
 ing the particular case, rather than a road to a general theory of historical 
 or psychological processes. This ideology against generalization was fur-
 ther fortified in the twentieth century by the dominance of post-modernist 
 philosophes that denied generalizability in principle, and its necessity in 
 practice. Combined with the general movement into the accumulative em-
 piricism that governs all sciences – Natur or Geist in similar ways – the 
 result is the defocusing from creation of general theories of either history of 
 the human psyche.


In our twenty-first century, we can do better. Cultural psychology is a  
 science of culture within persons that is of universalistic and developmental 
 focus. Individual case studies serve as bases for generalization to models of 
 human development through cultural means. The inductive generalization 
 prevalence is changed to its abductive counterpart (Salvatore 2015). The  
 focus of cultural psychologies is on the development of generalized knowl-
 edge about how social representations or signs work in the making and 
 breaking of the most complex creations of human phenomena: art, litera-
 ture, society, and – adding here the topic of this chapter – war and peace. 


Over a hundred years of intra-psychology war for “objectivity” – fought 
 on the battlegrounds of “behavior” and (later) “cognition” – the focus 
 once again turns to finding adequate general models of human complex-
 ity (Valsiner et al 2016). Possibly this example may be of use to history 
 to develop into a universal science of temporally unique societal change 
 processes. Interdisciplinary work can have outcomes that go far beyond the 


“normal science” in the old sense of Thomas Kuhn, and establish a new 
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