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Responses 



Estonia 


No.  Consulting party   Response  Answer Nord Stream 2 AG  Answer Danish 


Energy Agency 
 1  The Estonian Fund 


for Nature 


The Estonian Fund for Nature reiterated its position that the proposed 
 South-Eastern route does not mitigate the problems brought out by the 
 Fund during the Espoo consultation procedure in 2017. The Nord 
 Stream 2 gas pipelines project is continually in contradiction with the 
 international climate objectives, including the commitments of the 
 European Union beforehand and deriving from the Paris Agreement.  


-  Not relevant in 


relation to the 
 transboundary 
 impact on the 
 environment in 
 Estonia that 
 could be caused 
 by a proposed 
 activity taking 
 place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


2  The Estonian Fund 
 for Nature 


The routing of the gas pipelines in the Gulf of Finland is a threat to the 
 ringed seal population and for the Kurgalsky nature reserve.  


-  Not relevant in 


relation to the 
transboundary 
impact on the 
environment in 
Estonia that 
could be caused 
by a proposed 
activity taking 
place in the 
Danish EEZ. 
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3  The Estonian Fund 
 for Nature 


The displacement of the route in Danish waters would not reduce the 
 risks related to sediment movement (e.g. release of dangerous 
 substances or nutrients from sediments). In conclusion, the new 
 displacement of the route would not mitigate the issues described 
 above. 


Sediment movement and release of materials  


The sediment movement that may be caused by Nord Stream 2 construction was initially modelled 
 using state-of-the-art modelling software, and subsequently evaluated in the light of experience 
 obtained during Nord Stream construction and associated monitoring. 


Numerical modelling of sediment movement was performed using a flexible mesh version of the MIKE 
 3 hydrodynamic (HD) model suite for three-dimensional modelling of currents, water levels and the 
 transport of suspended sediment. The model was a development of the existing Baltic Sea model of 
 DHI, which was calibrated and validated in the Danish straits and the western Baltic Sea. For the 
 Nord Stream 2 model a dedicated calibration and validation of the model in the Gulf of Finland has 
 also been carried out, using current and salinity/temperature data from the Nord Stream monitoring 
 program. The model resolution was approximately 800-1,600 m within a 10 km band along the 
 planned pipeline corridor, and increased further away from the pipeline up to 3-5 km. The numerical 
 particle transport model MIKE 3 PT was used to model the transport of sediment and contaminant 
 spill during the construction phase, based on current velocities and water level provided by the 
 hydrodynamic results from the MIKE 3 HD model. The results from the MIKE 3 PT were independent 
 of the calculation mesh of the MIKE 3 HD model and could be saved in a finer mesh than the 


hydrodynamic input, which may be necessary to resolve the plumes resulting from the spill. Three 
 simulation scenarios were chosen to represent different conditions in relation to particle transport and 
 temperature/salinity stratification: 


Summer scenario (June 2010): Representation of relatively calm current conditions with low particle 
 transport capacity and with relatively high temperature and salinity stratification. 


Normal scenario (April 2010): Representation of average current conditions with average particle 
 transport capacity and with average temperature and salinity stratification. 


Winter scenario (November 2010): Representation of relatively strong current conditions with high 
 particle transport capacity and with relatively low temperature and salinity stratification. 


Evidence collected during Nord Stream monitoring was considered and used to evaluate the reliability 
 of the modelling: 


Postlay trenching: The plough used during post-lay trenching created a plume of suspended 
 sediment, with a release rate conservatively derived from the measured suspended sediment 
 concentrations (SSCs) in the range of 3-25 kg/s. The plume was most dense near the plough, with 
 concentrations up to a maximum of 22.3 mg/l observed at a distance of approximately 100 m. The 
 plume widened and concentrations decreased with distance from the plough, with concentrations less 
 than 4 mg/l observed at a distance of approximately 500 m behind the plough. This indicates that a 
 significant quantity of the suspended sediment settled during the initial 500 m of transport. Together, 
 the monitoring results indicated that the results of the sediment dispersion modelling can be 


considered conservative (i.e. on the safe side). 


Rock placement: Monitoring of sediment dispersion related to rock placement was undertaken in 
 Russia in 2010, as well as Finland in 2010 and 2011. In Russia, the highest concentration (20 mg/l) 
 was measured one hour after rock placement at a distance of 100 m from the placement location. 


Measurements in Finland (2010) confirmed that increases in suspended sediment concentration 


The Danish 
Energy Agency 
has no further 
comments on 
this topic. 
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(SSC), and hence turbidity, was limited to the lowermost 10 m of the water column and that the 
 impact distance, taken as the 10 mg/l contour, was less than 1 km from the rock placement site. 


Subsequent monitoring in Finland (2011) showed SSC peaks above 10 mg/l at only one sensor 
 located 200 m from the construction site, on three occasions with a total duration of 6.5 hours. The 
 monitoring results indicated that the maximum values of SSC caused by rock placement were 
 significantly lower than those calculated by numerical modelling, and that the numerical modelling 
 was thus highly conservative. 


Munitions clearance: Monitoring also showed that munitions clearance resulted in smaller craters 
 than was predicted by the modelling, and the actual total amount of released sediment was 
 substantially smaller than predicted by the model. 


The modelling performed predicted affected areas and time spans for SSC levels above thresholds of 
 10 and 15 mg/l, and the results are summarized in the Espoo Report (Tables 10-2 to 10-5). A 


comparison of the figures given in these tables with the monitoring results, described above, shows 
 that the models can be considered to be highly conservative. As documented in the Espoo Report 
 (Section 9.2.1.4), the ambient levels of SSC under calm conditions are typically 1-2 mg/l, with 
 substantially higher levels occurring during storm events. 


The above analysis thus provides a verification of the models and demonstrated that it consistently 
 predicted a more conservative outcome than will occur in practice. It can thus be relied upon to yield 
 an upper limit to the size of the affected areas and the duration and intensity of the sediment spread. 


Amounts of contaminants, chemical warfare agents (CWA), and nutrients that could be released into 
 the water columns during construction works were calculated based on the predictions of the model, 
 and are therefore also considered equally conservative. 


Release of nutrients from sediments 


In terms of “release of nutrients” the expected overall load scenarios for N and P based on their 
 potential release from Nord Stream 2 seabed intervention works are provided in the Espoo Report 
 (Section 10.2.2.2). 


4  The Health Board   The Health Board noted that the probability of health impacts caused by 
 the proposed activity is minor (e.g. in case of an accident, pollution can 
 be carried to the Estonian waters). In this context, attention was drawn 
 to the health, safety, environmental and social management system 
 developed by the developer to enable identification and management of 
 all relevant risks associated with the project. 


-  This is noted. 



Finland 


No.  Consulting party  Resume  Answer Nord Stream 2 AG  Answer Danish Energy 


Agency 
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1 Ministry of 


Agriculture and 
 Forestry / 2019 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry states that all its previous 
 statements regarding the issue should be taken into account. In its 
 previous statement the Ministry stated that particularly the 


transboundary impacts during construction phase and operation phase 
 on fish, fishery and marine mammals have to be considered. 


This statement has been responded in previous Espoo consultations (2018) and there is 
 no additional South-eastern specific comment which needs an additional response.  


The Danish Energy Agency 
 has taken the previous 
 statements that are of 
 relevance for the south-
 eastern route on the 
 continental shelf into to 
 consideration. Reference is 
 made to no. 10/Finland 
 showing the previous 
 statements from the Finnish 
 Ministry of Agriculture and 
 Forestry. 


2 Finnish Transport 
 lnfrastructure 


Agency.  / 2019 


The Finnish Transport lnfrastructure Agency refers to its previous 
 statement concerning the north-western route alternative. The agency 
 noted that the installation of the natural gas pipeline may cause minor 
 harm to the flow, safety and security of Finlands foreign maritime traffic. 


This is why the party implementing the project must notify the Danish 
 maritime authority of the implementation of the project in a way stated by 
 this authority in order that the Finnish maritime traffic authorities and 
 operators are aware of any changes to the shipping routes caused by 
 the project well in time befare the launch of the project. 


This statement has been responded in previous Espoo consultations (2019) and there is 
 no additional South-eastern specific comment which needs an additional response. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
 has taken the previous 
 statement concerning the 
 north-western route into to 
 consideration. Reference is 
 made to no. 52/Finland 
 showing the previous 
 statements from the Finnish 
 Ministry of Agriculture and 
 Forestry. 


3 Finnish 
 Meteorological 
 lnstitute.  / 2019 


According to the Finnish Meteorological lnstitute, the construction of the 
 naturaI gas pipeline will have an effect on the physical conditions of the 
 sea, such as currents, temperature and salinity in the immediate vicinity 
 of the pipe. The project is not expected to have any effect on the marine 
 conditions in Finlands exclusive economic zone. 


This is noted.  This is noted. 


4  Geological Survey of 
 Finland.  / 2019 


The Geological Survey of Finland considers that the project does not 
 cause negative transboundary impacts on the abiotic marine 


environment in Finland. 


-  This is noted. 
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5 Finnish Association 
 of Professional 


Fishermen / 2019 


The issuer of the statement wishes to draw attention to the fact that 
 route V1 of NSP2 runs through a dumping area for explosives and for 
 chemicals and substances used in warfare. This will weaken the ability 
 to rehabilitate the area at a later date. Furthermore, the route in question 
 is not favourable from the perspective of transboundary impacts. 


Assessments of the project must take into account the Baltic Sea 
 Strategy and possibility of repairing the state of the Baltic Sea. 


If route V1 is the alternative selected, however, the pipeline area must 
 be cleared of explosives and of chemical material used for warfare. In 
 addition, the pair of pipes must be sur-rounded by a cleaned area that is 
 of sufficient width, approximately 500 meters on each side of the 


pipeline. A review should be conducted to determine the width needed. 


The precise location of the explosives and other material is not known, 
 as no precise map impact was prepared during the hurried dumping 
 phase, and the material, which was packed primarily in wooden boxes, 
 was able to spread to a wider area than intended. These factors must be 
 taken into account in the route selection and in the plans for cleaning 
 and clearing the area. It is also important to become familiarized with all 
 of the existing data on the matter. 


As a further observation, the issuer of the statement draws attention to 
 the fact that once the lifespan of the pipeline has ended, it should be 
 removed. It must also be considered whether there is a polluter-pays 
 principle in the environmental legislation that can be used or applied at 
 the national level and that would bring new aspects to the disposal of 
 these explosives and chemical materials. 


The issuer of the statement requests the opportunity to elaborate on its 
 statement at a later date. The issuer of the statement does not request 
 compensation from Nord Stream 2 AG for the actions in question; 


instead, it wishes with its comments to draw attention to the well-being of 
 the marine environment. 


Neither of the NSP2 route variants cross the area designated as chemical munitions 
 dumping site. Route variant V1 runs approximately 2 km from the dumping site while it 
 crosses the area where bottom trawling, anchoring and seabed intervention works are 
 discouraged due to the risk of encountering chemical munitions. Dedicated munitions 
 screening surveys along NSP2 route including route variants V1 and V2 have been 
 completed to ensure that no munitions are present in the pipe-lay corridor. Safety 


distances to the identified munitions are being established in consultation with the relevant 
 Danish authorities. Recommendation from the Danish authorities is to leave chemical 
 munitions untouched and avoid munitions by local re-routing. 


Impacts from chemical warfare agents (CWA) have been assessed in the EIA based on 
 the survey results from surface sediment sampling along the route. Assessment of the 
 impacts on the marine environment from route variant V1 showed that construction of 
 NSP2 represents negligible environmental risk associated with CWA. Transboundary 
 impact assessment covering potential impacts on neighbouring jurisdictions as well as on 
 regional and global receptors shows that NSP2 project activities in Danish waters, 
 including construction of route variant V1, will not lead to any significant transboundary 
 impacts. 


Assessment of compliance with the EU directives and international regulations aimed at 
 improving the quality of the European waters such as the Marine Strategy Framework 
 Directive, Water Framework Directive and Baltic Sea Action Plan indicates that NSP2 will  
 not prevent or delay the achievement of the long-term goal for GES under the Marine 
 Strategy Frame-work Directive, nor will it be contrary to the objectives and initiatives set 
 out in the Water Framework Directive or Baltic Sea Action Plan. 


The decommissioning programme will be developed in consultation with the relevant 
 authorities at a later stage, when the pipelines near the end of their operational life to 
 ensure that it takes into account the relevant legislation and guidance, good international 
 industry practice as well as technical advancements and knowledge. Ultimately, the same 
 criteria that guided planning and construction of Nord Stream 2, including environmental, 
 socioeconomic, technical and safety considerations will guide the development of the 
 preferred decommissioning method. Regardless of the method chosen, Nord Stream 2 will 
 comply with all applicable legal requirements for decommissioning at that time. 


Concerning the issue of a 
 polluter-pays principle the 
 Danish Energy Agency 
 draws attention to that it is 
 a condition in the permit 
 that Nord Stream 2 AG 
 shall take out insurance for 
 compensation of damage 
 caused by the activities 
 exercised in accordance 
 with the permit, even if the 
 damage is incidental. 


Concerning the request 
 from the Finnish 


Association of Professional 
 Fishermen to elaborate on 
 its statement at a later date 
 the Danish Energy Agency 
 does not foresee further 
 public consultation 
 concerning the 


environmental impacts from 
 the project. The public 
 consultation phase for the 
 environmental impact 
 assessment for a route 
 south-east of Bornholm 
 ended July 2019. The 
 Danish Energy Agency will 
 take the received 


comments from the public 
 consultation into 


consideration in the 
 evaluation. 


6  The Ministry of 
 Economic Affairs and 
 Employment, the 
 Ministry of Social 
 Affairs and Health, 
 Finnish Safety and 
 Chemicals Agency 
 (Tukes), Natural 
 Resources lnstitute 
 Finland (Luke) and 
 the Regional Council 
 of Southwest Finland 


The Ministry of Economic Affairs and Employment, the Ministry of Social 
 Affairs and Health, Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency (Tukes), 
 Natural Resources lnstitute Finland (Luke) and the Regional Council of 
 Southwest Finland did not see a need to comment on the matter. 


-  This is noted. 
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/ 2019 


7  The Ministry of the 
 Environment / 2019 


The Ministry of the Environment wishes to bring comments received to 
 the  attention of Denmark to take into consideration in the ongoing EIA 
 procedure and in the permitting of the project (enclosed) . 


-  This is noted. 


8  The Ministry of the 
 Environment / 2019 


In addition, the Ministry of the Environment requests Denmark to take 
 into consideration the statements and comments expressed in Finland's 
 answer to Germany, Sweden and the Russian Federation on 30 June 
 2017 (enclosed). 


-  This is noted. The Danish 


Energy Agency has taken 
 the responses into account. 


The responses from 2017 
 from Finland and the 
 answers to them are listed 
 below (no. 9-50). 


9 Ministry of 


Agriculture and 
 Forestry  / 2017 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry states that all legislation 
 concerning the Baltic Sea and all the environmental agreements, 
 programmes and guidelines that have been agreed or are under 


preparation should be taken into account during the Nord Stream 2 Gas 
 Pipeline project. However, the Ministry states that most of these are 
 addressed in the Espoo Report. 


-  This is a statement which 


does not require a 
 response.  


10 Ministry of 
 Agriculture and 
 Forestry  / 2017 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry states also that in decision-
 making regarding the route of the pipeline the negative impacts on fish, 
 fishery and marine mammals have to be considered. 


-  The decision-making 


regarding the final route of 
 the pipeline will amongst 
 other things include 
 consideration concerning 
 the potential negative 
 impacts on fish, fishery and 
 marine mammals. 


11 Finnish Environment 
 Institute / 2017 


The Finnish Environment Institute concludes that the construction of the 
 gas pipeline from Russia to Germany is an extensive project, which can 
 have an impact on a wide area in the Baltic Sea. The Institute notes that 
 munitions clearance operations in Russia have been estimated to cause 
 negligible impacts on water quality and bathymetry in the Finnish marine 
 areas. This estimation is based partly on the assumption that it is 
 unlikely that munitions will be encountered close to the Finnish-Russian 
 border. The estimation seems realistic, as long as the background 
 assumptions are correct and the munitions clearance operations are 
 carried out as planned.  


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


12 Finnish Environment 
 Institute / 2017 


The Institute states that construction activities should be Scheduled so 
 that no harm will be caused to migrating birds and ringed seals in the 
 area of the Kurgalsky Peninsula. Futhermore, technical solutions for 
 reducing noise levels should be sought to minimise the impacts of 
 underwater noise. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
on the environment in 
Finland that could be 
caused by a proposed 
activity taking place in the 
Danish EEZ. 
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13 The Finnish 
 Meterological 
 Institute / 2017 


The Finnish Meteorological Institute draws attention to the risk of oil 
 spills during the construction phase and littering of the sea. The Institute 
 notes that the Baltic Sea is a small but complex sea area; therefore, 
 during the construction phase, particular attention must be paid to 
 ensuring that no harmful substances end up in the Baltic Sea. 


Offshore Pipeline Construction of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline system will be undertaken in 
 compliance with the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
 (MARPOL); International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Standards; statutory Permit 


conditions for the scope of the Project construction and offshore pipe laying activities; and 
 the Project's (Nord Stream 2 AG) own dedicated requirements and Corporate Policy 
 commitments for Environmental and Social Management, which are applicable to all 
 Offshore Pipeline Construction related activities. 


Where not already part of the offshore construction Contractors' own corporate policies 
 and commitments, all further requirements will be directly transferred to each Contractor in 
 the form of “Environmental and Social Commitments”. These commitments will be 


recorded in a dedicated register (Environmental and Social Commitments Register – 
 ESCR) which will allow verification checks to be undertaken and ensure the Contractors 
 compliance. Compliance with the commitments by each Contractor will be verified via 
 preparation of “Contractor Implementation Plans”, which will reference each 


Environmental and Social Commitment to be complied with. Verification of compliance 
 shall be via dedicated compliance audits undertaken by Nord Stream 2 AG and / or by 
 Independent Third Parties. 


To avoid that harmful substances enter into the Baltic Sea, specific measures to prevent 
 pollution shall apply during the period of the construction activities, consistently with the 
 aforementioned Environmental and Social Commitments. Every vessel will be equipped 
 with spill response equipment and contracts will be in place to call upon the services of 
 specialist providers of oil spill response support. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
 has no further comments 
 on this topic. 


14  Geological Survey of 
 Finland / 2017 


The Geological Survey of Finland considers that the Nord Stream 2 Gas 
 Pipeline project is not expected to cause transboundary impacts from 
 the dispersal of sediments. The Geological Survey states that the EIA 
 and Espoo Report address to a Suitable extent topics concerning the 
 geological parameters of the Seabed. 


-  This is a statement which 


does not require a 
 response.  


15  Metsähallitus / 2017  Metsähallitus is concerned about the planned route of the pipelines and 
 the impacts of the Nord Stream 2 Gas Pipeline project on ringed seals in 
 the Gulf of Finland. Metsähallitus is pleased that the seals have been 
 taken into account in the timing of the construction work. However, 
 Metsähallitus states that the underwater noise caused by construction 
 work and munitions clearance remains a major risk, especially for the 
 ringed seal population of the Gulf of Finland. Metsähallitus considers 
 that the project, if carried out as planned, puts the seal population of the 
 Gulf of Finland at risk of decline. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


16  National Board of 
 Antiquities / 2017 


According to the National Board of Antiquities, cultural heritage sites are 
 physical landmarks or areas which are found in a certain restricted area. 


Conservation or research activities directed at them does not cause 
 actual transboundary impacts. The Espoo Report gives general 
 information about cultural heritage. The National Board of Antiquities 
 states that the Espoo Report has fulfilled its purpose in this regard and it 
 does not have any remarks about the Report. 


-  This is a statement which 


does not require a 
response.  
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17  City of Helsinki / 
 2017 


The City of Helsinki notes that Finland should take into account the 
 planned route of the pipelines in the conservation area of the Kurgalsky 
 Peninsula. The City of Helsinki recommends that the alternatives to the 
 pipeline route should be considered. If this is not possible, further 
 assessments of mitigation and compensation measures should be done 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


18 Municipality of 
 Lemland (Aland) / 
 2017 


Lemland is concerned about a greater military presence in the 
 neighbouring region of the project. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


19 Municipality of 
 Lemland (Aland) / 
 2017 


The Municipality of Lemland states that the project involves both direct 
 and indirect environmental impacts on the sensitive marine environment 
 during the construction and operational phases.  


-  This is a statement which 


does not require a 
 response.  


20 Municipality of 
 Lemland (Aland) / 
 2017 


Furthermore, the municipality notes that the project does not overall 
 support sustainable social development. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


21  WWF Finland / 2017  WWF Finland does not support the Nord Stream 2 Gas Pipeline project, 
 but rather would like to remind European countries about the climate 
 pledges given under the Paris Agreement and encourages European 
 countries to use climate-friendly energy that is based on renewable 
 resources. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


22  WWF Finland / 2017  WWF Finland is particularly concerned that the planned route of the 
 pipelines passes through a valuable area of the Kurgalsky Peninsula. 


This area contains both a wetland conservation area under the Ramsar 
 Convention and a marine protected area under the Helsinki Convention 
 on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
on the environment in 
Finland that could be 
caused by a proposed 
activity taking place in the 
Danish EEZ. 
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23 Uusimaa District 
 Organisation of the 
 Finnish Association 
 for Nature 


Conservation / 2017 


The planned route of the pipelines in Russia is problematic, because the 
 route passes through the Kurgalsky Peninsula, where conservation 
 areas listed under the Ramsar and HELCOM conventions are located. 


The Kurgalsky region is also relevant in terms of the Finland-Russia 
 green belt. Therefore, the Uusimaa District Organisation states that the 
 alternatives to the planned route and also mitigation and compensation 
 measures should be further examined and considered. In addition, the 
 Uusimaa District Organisation notes that the new harbour porpoise 
 conservation area in Sweden should be taken into account during the 
 Nord Stream 2 Gas Pipeline project. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


24  Port of Helsinki, Ltd / 
 2017 


Port of Helsinki, Ltd notes that the EIA was conducted in an appropriate 
 manner, except with regard to the impacts on the anchoring areas during 
 an emergency. Limitations on anchoring during emergency situations 
 should be clearly marked on the nautical charts. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


25 Finnish Association 
 of Professional 


Fishermen / 2017 


The Finnish Association of Professional Fishermen is concerned about 
 the impacts of the Nord Stream 2 Gas Pipeline project on commercial 
 fisheries.  


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


26 Finnish Association 
 of Professional 


Fishermen / 2017 


The planned second pipeline will create more free spans between the 
 pipes and therefore increases the risk of accidents. Fishing vessels 
 (trawlers) have to be very careful when they cross the pipelines or they 
 have to try to avoid the pipelines entirely.  


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


27 Finnish Association 
 of Professional 


Fishermen / 2017 


As the pipeline area expands, fishing in the Baltic Sea will become more 
 difficult. The Finnish Association of Professional Fishermen notes that 
 fishing grounds can change depending on the fish stocks and the fishing 
 quotas, so it is not possible to state unequivocally where the main fishing 
 grounds will be located in the Baltic Sea. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


28  Federation of Finnish 
 Fisheries Association 
 / 2017 


The Federation of Finnish Fisheries Association notes that a survey of 
 commercial fishermen shows that the planned pipeline runs through 
 commonly used trawling areas. Therefore, the Nord Stream 2 Gas 
 Pipeline project has an effect on the fishermen's livelihood. Fishermen 
 should get full compensation for any loss caused by the project. The 
 construction phase must be carried out in Such a way that damage is 
 minimised. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
on the environment in 
Finland that could be 
caused by a proposed 
activity taking place in the 
Danish EEZ. 
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29 Greenpeace Nordic, 
 ClientEarth Prawnicy 
 dla Ziemi / 2017 


Greenpeace Nordic and ClientEarth Prawnicy dla Ziemi state their firm 
 opposition to the Nord Stream 2 Gas Pipeline project and to any 
 decision that brings its construction closer to completion. 


-  No comments. 


30 Greenpeace Nordic, 
 ClientEarth Prawnicy 
 dla Ziemi / 2017 


Greenpeace Nordic and ClientEarth Prawnicy dla Ziemi consider that the 
 NS2 project will have serious adverse implications for the environment of 
 the countries in the Baltic Sea basin, and that these serious implications 
 have not been taken into account sufficiently in the EIA Report and in 
 the Espoo Report.  


Natura 2000 assessment 


In accordance with the requirements of the Habitats Directive, Nord Stream 2 AG has 
 carried out Natura 2000 screening assessments and/or, where required, full Natura 
 Assessments of all Natura 2000 sites (existing or proposed) which, based on: the features 
 for which they were designated, the propagation characteristics of impacts arising from 
 Nord Stream 2 to which such features could be sensitive and the location of the site, could 
 potentially be affected by activities associated with the pipeline’s construction or operation. 


For existing Natura 2000 sites in German waters, full Natura 2000 Assessments were 
 undertaken as part of the EIA process for those sites, which will be crossed by or are 
 within 5 km of the Nord Stream 2 alignment. 


For existing Natura 2000 sites in Danish and Swedish waters, the Natura 2000 screening 
 assessments were undertaken as part of the national EIA process whereas for Estonia a 
 standalone report was produced (as such an assessment is not required under Russian 
 legislation). These screening assessments determined whether there could be potential 
 for significant impacts to be experienced by such sites. 


For the proposed “Hoburgs Bank och Midsjobankarna” site, a consultation exercise was 
 undertaken with the Swedish authorities and a separate supplementary report to the 
 Swedish EIA was produced that specifically considered the potential implications of Nord 
 Stream 2 construction and operation on the integrity of that site and its values. 


The Natura 2000 sites in Finnish waters have been considered in accordance with Section 
 65 of the Finnish Nature Conservation Act, which implements the Habitats Directive. 


Screening reports are provided to the ELY centre (the regional environmental authority) 
 which determines whether a full Natura Assessment is required and if so provides its 
 opinion on the outcome of such an assessment taking account of views of Metsahallitus 
 (the authority that supervises Natura 2000 sites). Approval of the Natura Assessment is a 
 condition for granting the Water Permit which enables construction to commence. Ahead 
 of this process, however, an appraisal of the potential for significant effects on Natura 
 2000 sites to arise from Nord Stream 2 was provided in the Finnish EIA, and the results 
 summarised in the Espoo Report. 


For Natura 2000 sites in Polish waters, screening assessments of the potential for 
 significant effects to arise from Nord Stream 2 were provided in the German EIA 
 documentation and the results summarised in the Espoo Report. These assessments 
 concluded that the sites are too distant from the pipeline route for the features for which 
 they are designated to be potentially affected by its construction or presence. It was thus 
 not necessary to undertake further consideration of these sites as part of a Natura 2000 
 Assessment process. 


From all the above studies that were undertaken as part of the EIA process, it was 
 concluded that there would be no potential for significant impacts on the integrity or 


The Danish Energy Agency 
has no further comments 
on this topic. 
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conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites except for possibly on the “Kallbådan Islets 
 and Waters” site where, based on an initial precautionary analysis (a conservative 
 scenario with respect to munition size, location and receptor sensitivity), the potential for 
 an impact ranking of up to moderate was predicted. 


The results of these studies were documented in the Espoo Report together with the 
 stated intention to undertake a full Natura Assessment that would more accurately model, 
 consider and evaluate the impacts at the “Kallbådan Islets and Waters site” in order to 
 confirm whether they would be as per the conservative scenario determined through the 
 appraisal undertaken as part of the EIA, or at a lower level. However, in accordance with 
 the precautionary principle specified in the Habitats Directive, ahead of such a full 
 assessment a worst case scenario was been documented in the Espoo Report. 


The Natura Assessment for the “Kallbådan Islets and Waters” site has now been 
 completed as part of the Finnish Natura 2000 process and concluded that the Nord 
 Stream 2 project, either individually or in combination with other projects and plans, will 
 not adversely affect the integrity of the site, or the achievement of the conservation 
 objectives for which it was included in the Natura network. 


The screening assessments of other Natura 2000 sites in Finnish waters, similarly 
 undertaken as part of the Finnish Natura 2000 assessment process, also supported the 
 results of the appraisal made in the EIA i.e. that there would be no potential for significant 
 impacts on the integrity or conservation objectives of these sites. In the case of the “Sea 
 Area South of Sandkallan” Natura 2000 site this was further substantiated by a 


subsequent full Natura Assessment undertaken to address specific queries raised by 
 Metsallitus. 


As all the full Natura Assessments for the German sites, the “Sea Area South of 
 Sandkallan” and “Kallbådan Islets and Waters” sites, the supplementary report for the 
 proposed Hoburgs Bank och Midsjobankarna” site and the screening assessments for all 
 other sites show that there is no potential for significant impacts on any of the existing or 
 proposed Natura 2000 sites, there is similarly no potential for significant impacts on the 
 network of such sites from Nord Stream 2 activities in their vicinity. 


With respect to activities in Finnish waters such a conclusion is supported by the 


statement from the Finnish Competent Authority for the Environmental Impact Assessment 
 (which includes both the Finnish EIA Report and the Espoo Report) that, due to project 
 activities in the Finnish EEZ, “the project has no transboundary impacts on the Natura 
 2000 areas in other countries.” 


The Natura Screenings and full Assessments are subject to review by the appropriate 
agencies as part of the EIA / permitting process (in the case of impacts that may arise 
from activities in Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Russia) and as part of a separate the 
Natura Assessment review and subsequent Water permitting process in Finland. During 
the Water permitting phase, both the permitting authority and the interested authorities, 
stakeholders and public, have the possibility to review and comment on the Natura 2000 
Assessment regarding the “Kallbådan Islets and Waters” and “the Sea Area South of 
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Sandkallan” site. This procedure is in line with the national legislation that defines the 
 Natura 2000 assessment procedure. 


The Espoo Report thus provides an accurate assessment of potential impacts on Natura 
 2000 sites in a manner that allows the competent authorities to consider such factors in 
 their decision making. Where was uncertainty at the time of preparation of the Espoo 
 Report (e.g. in relation to the Kallbaden site) the assessment has been based on a 
 precautionary approach as required by the Directive. It demonstrates that there will be no 
 significant impacts on the “consistency” of Natura 2000 sites, or on “the Baltic Sea 
 ecosystem” of which they form a part, or on “outside areas”, which are specifically 
 described as requiring assessment in the feedback from the consultee. The public and 
 interested stakeholders, have an opportunity through the EIA and Espoo consultation 
 processes and the Water Permit Consultation process (in Finland) to comment on these 
 assessments thusensuring compliance with relevant legal requirements with respect to 
 access to information and participation. 


There is thus no need for further analysis or review regarding impacts on the Natura 2000 
 network, including those that might be transboundary in nature or for another round of 
 review in order to comply with the requirements of the Espoo Convention. 


Analysis of indirect effects on climate and air quality 


Addressed below in section ‘Indirect effects on climate and air quality’. 


Violation of the Marine Strategy Framework 


Addressed below in section ‘Marine Strategy Framework Directive’. 


Insufficient justification of project need for additional gas supplies 


In section 2, the description of the project justification of the Espoo Report, it is shown in 
 detail why additional net import requirements for natural gas will materialize over the next 
 years and decades. This is based on the gas demand forecast provided by the 


independent institute “Prognos” who in turn base their outlook on the EU Reference 
 Scenario 2016, i.e. a stable (or only very slightly increasing) demand for natural gas is 
 assumed.  As for the EU Reference Scenario 2016, the corresponding numbers are all 
 publicly available. In 2015, the scenario assumes a gross inland consumption of natural 
 gas in the EU28 of 387,731 ktoe whereas for example in 2045 this figure slightly increases 
 to 394,957 ktoe. This is exactly the database that the Espoo Report is built upon. 


The statement quoted from page 8 of the Espoo Report could indeed be worded more 
 precisely (as it is shown in section 2, project justification) saying that “it would also mean 
 other ways of meeting Europe's growing import demand of natural gas would be required”. 


31 Greenpeace Nordic, 
 ClientEarth Prawnicy 
 dla Ziemi / 2017 


They are concerned about the impact of the project on the Natura 2000 
 sites and the lack of an appropriate Natura 2000 assessment. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
on the environment in 
Finland that could be 
caused by a proposed 
activity taking place in the 
Danish EEZ because the 
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assessment of Natura 2000 
 sites is related to the 
 Finnish waters.  


32 Greenpeace Nordic, 
 ClientEarth Prawnicy 
 dla Ziemi / 2017 


The EIA Report lacks an analysis of the indirect effects on climate and 
 air quality. 


Both direct and indirect impacts of emissions to air have been considered. In the scoping 
 process, the nature of pollutants requiring consideration has been determined based on: 


the concentrations of such pollutants emitted, the locations of their points of discharge, 
 their dispersion characteristics, and the locations of receptors that could be sensitive to 
 such pollutants. Such scoping has narrowed the compounds to be analysed to the 
 following: CO2, NOX, SO2 and PM, which is in line with the Helcom recommendations. 


Other pollutants could be relevant for other projects, e.g. CH4 and VOC would be relevant 
 when assessing the impacts of e.g. tanker loading of crude oil, due to the potential for 
 fugitive emissions from oil, particularly at near shore locations i.e. close to receptors, 
 However, due to the nature of the NSP2 activities, and associated emissions, and their 
 largely offshore location where there will be good dispersion, these compounds are not 
 relevant to consider further in connection with its construction and operation. For 
 accidental events, however, the potential release of CH4 has been assessed. 


The above listed emissions have then been quantified and dispersion characteristics 
 considered (Section 10.1 of the Espoo report) so that their concentration at, and hence 
 potential for indirect impacts on, the environmental and social receptors could be 


evaluated (Sections 10.2-10.12). The potential direct and indirect impacts of air emissions 
 at the landfall areas are reported in Sections 10.7.1. (Russia) and 10.8.1. (Germany). At 
 other locations, where it can be demonstrated that the dispersion of air pollutants from the 
 NSP2 is such that concentrations experienced at receptors is negligible, an in-depth 
 analysis of possible indirect effects is not required and has therefore not been carried out. 


This is a spefific comment 
 related to the Espoo report 
 in connection with a route 
 south-east of Bornholm in 
 Danish waters, and 
 therefore not relevant for 
 the southeastern route on 
 the continental shelf. 


33 Greenpeace Nordic, 
 ClientEarth Prawnicy 
 dla Ziemi / 2017 


The planned route through the Kurgalsky Peninsula is problematic.  -  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


34 Greenpeace Nordic, 
 ClientEarth Prawnicy 
 dla Ziemi / 2017 


That approval of the project will constitute a violation of the Marine 
 Strategy Framework Directive, because it will make it more difficult to 
 attain or maintain a good environmental status of the waters of the Baltic 
 Sea. 


An evaluation of compliance of NSP2 with the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
 (MSFD) has been undertaken and documented in the Espoo Report (Chapter 11). This 
 considered the potential for NSP2 to influence the various state and pressure descriptors 
 outlined in the MFSD that are used to address and manage possible risks to the 


achievement of the long-term goals for Good Environmental Status (GES) of the Baltic 
 Sea. It was concluded that NSP2 will not prevent the achievement of targets or the long-
 term goals for GES or be contrary to the objectives and initiatives set out in the MSFD. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
has no further comments 
on this topic. 
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35 Greenpeace Nordic, 
 ClientEarth Prawnicy 
 dla Ziemi / 2017 


5. Furthermore, we are of the opinion that, irrespective of the baseline 
 analysis included in chapters 7 - 9 of the EIA Report and analysis of 
 alternative routes, the 


grounds for undertaking the proposed investment are not sufficient, due 
 to the fact that Europe has for some time been experiencing an 


oversupply of natural gas. It is 


therefore not the case, as is stated in the EIA Report, that "access to 
 natural gas is becoming increasingly critical for the EU as global demand 
 rises and its own gas 


resources deplete. With Nord Stream 2, the EU can secure additional 
 gas resources in the long term in order to ensure global industrial 
 competitiveness and meet domestic 


demand." The proposed investment is not justified in economic terms, 
 and, therefore, any economic factors in favour of its construction are 
 outweighed by the 


environmental detriment brought about by the investment, particularly 
 those issues outlined in pts. 1-4 above. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


36 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


It is evident from the scientific data and from field observations that the 
 state of the Baltic Sea is alarming. Human activities in both the entire 
 catchment area and the sea area have increased and this imposes lots 
 of pressure on the Baltic's ecosystems. Finland is committed to 


achieving good status of its marine waters in accordance with the EU 
 Marine Strategy Framework Directive and the Convention on the 
 Protection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area (Helsinki 
 Convention). The planned construction of the Nord Stream 2 gas 
 pipeline from Russia to Germany is a major project. Finland considers it 
 vital that it is ensured that the project will not cause adverse ef. fects on 
 the state of the Baltic Sea as a whole or on a regional or local level. 


-  This is a statement which 


does not require a 
 response.  


37 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


The Ministry of the Environment considers that in general the overall 
 data and knowledge basis for the environmental impact assessment of 
 the project is rather good because of the monitoring data collected from 
 the existing Nord Stream pipeline. Based on the monitoring data, it can 
 also been indicated that the transboundary environmental impacts 
 caused by the existing Nord Stream pipeline have been minor. On the 
 other hand, the seabed underlying the proposed route of the Nord 
 Stream 2 pipeline is less favourable than for the existing Nord Stream 
 pipeline since more intervention work on the seabed is needed, e.g. 


dredging and rock placement. This could lead to greater environmental 
 impacts. 


-  This is a statement which 


does not require a 
response.  
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38 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


The EIA considered two options for the pipeline route in Russian waters 
 along the southern coast of the Gulf of Finland. The Narva Bay 


alternative was found to be the preferred option by the developer. It is 
 mentioned in the Espoo Report that detailed discussion and an 
 assessment of alternatives are included in the Russian EIA and in an 
 Assessment of Alternatives report that will be available for public viewing 
 as part of the national procedure. Finland would appreciate receiving the 
 detailed discussion and the assessment of alternatives mentioned for 
 information. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


39 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


This preferred route crosses the Southern section of the regional 
 Kurgalsky nature reserve. The nature reserve is a wetland of 


international importance, i.e. a Ramsar site, and is included on the list of 
 Baltic Sea areas protected under HELCOM (Marine Protected Area). 


The nearby Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA) of the Kurgalsky 
 Peninsula is one of the most important staging and feeding areas for 
 waterfowl, including Arctic goose species, in the Gulf of Finland. A main 
 migration route over the Baltic for migratory Arctic wetland bird species 
 crosses this region. Furthermore, the Kurgalsky Peninsula forms an 
 important resting area for the endangered Baltic ringed seal in the Gulf 
 of Finland. Construction in theWater near the Kurgalsky Peninsula also 
 can have indirect effects on the seal population, for example, by 
 affecting the spawning habitats of fish preyed on by the seals. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


40 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


Finland considers it important that, in accordance with Article 6 of the 
 Espoo Convention, in the final decision on the proposed project and its 
 route in the Russian waters, due account is taken of the outcome of the 
 environmental impact assessment, including the environmental impact 
 assessment documentation, as well as the comments received and the 
 outcome of the consultations. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


41 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


Important that the scheduling of the construction Work is done in a way 
 that seals and migratory birds are not exposed to harmful effects. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. Relates to 
 activities in Russian 
 Waters. 


42 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


At the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting, the Ministers, in the 
 Declaration of their meeting, paid attention to the ringed seal whose 
 population is severely depleted in the Gulf of Finland and agreed to 
 protect the seal. Concerning the protection of the eastern population of 
 the endangered ringed seal in the Gulf of Finland, construction work 
 during winter time should not be carried out. Ringed seals depend on the 
 ice cover, especially during the pupping and moulting seasons. Pups are 
 born in lairs on the pack ice in late February to early March and after that 
 moulting takes place from mid-April to the beginning of May. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
on the environment in 
Finland that could be 
caused by a proposed 
activity taking place in the 
Danish EEZ. 
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43 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


The detonation of underwater munitions should be avoided due to the 
 harmful effects on ringed seals hearing, foraging behaviour and stress 
 levels and consequently on their fitness and overall survival in the Gulf 
 of Finland. Underwater explosions are one of the strongest Sources of 
 anthropogenic noise and the Sound can travel great distances. Possible 
 detonations of wartime munitions will also cause dispersal of seabed 
 sediments and thus increase the environmental load in the Baltic Sea. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


44 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


The developer should demonstrate its commitment to alternatives to 
 detonation and other mitigation measures and must confirm before any 
 clearance activities that there are no marine mammals, large shoals of 
 fish or diving birds within reach of the impact. If there is a need to use 
 explosives, none should be used during the time periods mentioned 
 above, and none should be used in important foraging areas for ringed 
 seals. To mitigate the effects of explosions, the most effective mitigation 
 measures for protecting marine mammals seems to be the presence of 
 marine mammal observers and use of acoustic deterrent devices to 
 establish safety zones. Bubble curtains can also significantly reduce the 
 risk of injury to the fish that seals feed on. Further mitigation measures 
 to consider include reducing blasting activities to an absolute minimum, 
 and in those situations where blasting cannot be avoided, to use small 
 focused charges. The suitability of different mitigation measures must be 
 investigated. Furthermore, technical solutions to reduce noise levels 
 should be found to minimise the impacts of underwater noise during the 
 construction work (rock placement, munition clearance) and also during 
 the operational phases of the pipeline because of similar harmful effects. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


45 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


Information on munitions found in Russian waters is not included in the 
 material provided. Finland requests that information be provided on 
 mitigation measures to be used in munitions clearance and that data be 
 provided on the locations where the proposed detonations of munitions 
 in Russian waters will be carried out in the vicinity of the border. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


46 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


For the critically endangered Baltic Sea harbour porpoise, all underwater 
 construction work, including that which produces noise, can have 
 negative effects. Especially work near the Midsjöbanken area should be 
 avoided, because this area is highly important for the protection of the 
 Baltic Sea harbour porpoise population.  


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
on the environment in 
Finland that could be 
caused by a proposed 
activity taking place in the 
Danish EEZ. 
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47 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


In the vicinity of the proposed pipeline route there are several important 
 Natura 2000 sites designated as Special Protection Areas (SPA) and 
 Sites of Community Interest (SCI). Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
 by Germany and Sweden. These sites have a specialimportance beyond 
 national borders throughout the Baltic Sea since they are key wintering 
 and staging sites for a large variety of waterfowl, seabirds and waders. 


This whole area is also the most important part of the Baltic Sea for the 
 harbour porpoise population. Finland emphasises the importance of 
 appropriate Natura 2000 assessments and of the mitigation measures 
 presented in the EIA and underlines the need to take them fully into 
 account in the permit procedures. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
 on the environment in 
 Finland that could be 
 caused by a proposed 
 activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


48 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


Because of its brackish conditions, the diversity of fish in the Baltic Sea 
 is low but the sea Supports a number of species of commercial and 
 conservation interest. Impacts on Baltic Sea fish stocks and fisheries 
 from the construction and operation of the pipeline are one of Finland's 
 concerns regarding the project. The impacts from the presence of 
 vessels and safety Zones around construction, inspection and 


maintenance vessels are assessed to be negligible but the presence of 
 pipeline structures can have some impacts on commercial fisheries. 


The Nord Stream 2 pipelines are designed in the same way as the already existing Nord 
 Stream pipelines, and both pipeline systems are confirmed to be overtrawlable. The 
 experience of constructing the existing Nord Stream pipelines has shown that by regularly 
 informing the fishermen about construction progress the presence of construction vessels 
 and safety zones around these vessels have no impact on fishery since safety zones are 
 imposed locally and only short term. 


During operation of the pipelines the fishermen will need to ensure their trawl gear crosses 
 the pipelines, where these are fully exposed on the seabed, in an angle which is not less 
 than 15 degrees. And where there are freespanning sections of the pipelines the 


fishermen will need to ensure not to set out the trawl or to turn the trawl at these sections. 


Due to these implications, which do not impact the fishermen's livelihood, the impact on 
 fisheries during operation is considered to be negligible to minor at most. This assessment 
 is supported by the experience from 6 years operation of the Nord Stream pipelines which 
 shows that fishermen and the pipelines can co-exist and the pipelines do not have an 
 impact on the fishermen's livelihood. Monitoring results have shown that fishery patterns 
 have not changed since installation of the pipelines and no fishery gear has been reported 
 lost or damaged. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
 has no further comments 
 on this topic. 


49 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


The Ministry of the Environment considers that if the project is 


implemented the monitoring of the impacts related to construction and 
 operation is important and should be done according to the same 
 principles as with the existing Nord Stream pipeline. Transboundary 
 impacts must also be monitored. In addition, monitoring should include 
 verification of the environmental impact assessment. The results of 
 monitoring should be shared with all Baltic Sea countries. 


Extensive environmental monitoring will take place, both during construction and 
 subsequently during the operational phase. The programs will be developed in 


collaboration with, and approved by, the competent national authorities prior to the start of 
 the construction, and will benefit from experience obtained during the construction and 
 operation of the existing Nord Stream pipeline. All results of environmental monitoring will 
 be made publicly available. 


In the Danish permit there 
 is a condition concerning 
 monitoring requirements 
 during and after the 
 development of the 
 pipeline. The Danish 
 Energy Agency notes, that 
 a the monitoring program 
 has to take relevant 
 comments and proposals 
 received during the 


transboundary consultation 
 process into account. 


50 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2017 


Finland requests that the complimentary material be provided that is 
 referred to in the text. Finland would like to reserve the possibility to 
 comment on this additional material after it has been provided. 


-  Not relevant in relation to 


the transboundary impact 
on the environment in 
Finland that could be 
caused by a proposed 
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activity taking place in the 
 Danish EEZ. 


51 Ministry of 
 Agriculture and 
 Forestry  / 2018 


Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. The Ministry of Agriculture and 
 Forestry states that all its previous statements regarding the issue 
 should be taken into account. The Ministry states that particularly the 
 negative transboundary impacts during construction phase and 
 operation phase on fish, fishery and marine mammals have to be 
 considered. 


-  The previous statements 


will be taken into account. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
 is of the opinion that all the 
 previous comments was 
 covered by the answer 
 Denmark forwarded to 
 Finland the 9 February 
 2018. The answers are 
 listed from no. 9-50. 


52 Finnish Transport 
 Agency / 2018 


Finnish Transport Agency. The Finnish Transport Agency notes that the 
 installation of the natural gas pipeline may cause minor harm to the flow, 
 safety and security of Finland's foreign maritime traffic. This is why the 
 party implementing the project must notify the Danish maritime authority 
 of the implementation of the project in a way stated by this authority in 
 order that the Finnish maritime traffic authorities and operators are 
 aware of any changes to the shipping routes caused by the project well 
 in time before the launch of the project. 


Nord Stream 2 will continue having a dialogue with the Danish Maritime Authority to agree 
 on the extent of the exclusion zone around the pipe lay vessel well in time before 


construction in the traffic separation scheme starts. No concerns have been raised by the 
 Danish Maritime Authorities at this stage. In general, the shipping lanes crossed by the 
 proposed Nord Stream 2 route in Danish waters provide sufficient space and water depth 
 for ships to plan their journey and safely navigate around possible temporary obstructions. 


Prior to and during construction, Nord Stream 2, in conjunction with relevant construction 
 contractors and the Danish Maritime Authority will announce the locations of the 


construction vessels and the radius of the requested Safety Exclusion Zones through 
 Notices to Mariners in order to increase awareness of the vessel traffic associated with the 
 project. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
 has no further comments 
 on this topic. 


53  Geological Survey of 
 Finland / 2018 


Geological Survey of Finland. The Geological Survey of Finland 
 considers that the project does not cause negative transboundary 
 impacts on the abiotic marine environment in Finland. 


-  This is noted. 


54 Ministry of 
 Environment / 2018 


The Ministry of the Environment wishes to bring the comments with 
 actual substance to the attention of Denmark to take into consideration 
 in the ongoing EIA procedure and in the permitting of the project 
 (enclosed). 


-  This is noted. 



Germany 


No.  Consulting party   Response  Answer Nord Stream 2 AG  Answer Danish Energy 


Agency 
 1  Bundeswehr - As a 


body responsible for 
 public interests, i.e. 


the interests of 
 national defence and 
 Alliance 


commitments 


As a body responsible for public interests, i.e. the interests of national 
 defence and Alliance commitments, I am making - within the framework 
 of the public hearing initiated by the Dan ish Energy Agency - the 
 following comments on the application submitted by the project 


developer, Nord Stream 2 AG, concerning a construction permit for two 
 route variants south east of Bornholm. 


-  This is noted 
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2  Bundeswehr - As a 
 body responsible for 
 public interests, i.e. 


the interests of 
 national defence and 
 Alliance 


commitments 


1. Comment on the two route variants of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
 southeast of Bornholm with regard to a possible influence on NATO 
 submarine diving areas east of Bornholm 


Nine contiguous NATO submarine diving areas east of Bornholm which 
 are situated in the Danish and in the Swedish and Polish exclusive 
 economic zones are managed in their entirety and exclusively by the 
 German Navy on behalf of NATO (see contact details below). 


All year round, they are used regularly by submarines for training and 
 exercise patrols of the German Navy, the NATO partners and other 
 friendly nations. 


Route variant V2 requested by Nord Stream 2 AG runs through three of 
 these submarine diving areas, route variant V1 only runs through two 
 submarine diving areas and there only in the western peripheries. 


Since the two route variants do not influence the so-called "safe 
 bottoming areas", the construction and operation of a pipeline are 
 generally acceptable. 


From a German military point of view, there are therefore no objections 
 against laying the pipeline in accordance with route variants V1 and V2 
 through NATO submarine diving areas, taking also account of the naval 
 forces of allied and friendly nations as well as international relations. 


As the influence exerted by route variant V1 on the military training 
 areas is even significantly lower, this variant should be given preference 
 from the point of view of the Bundeswehr. 


This is noted.  This is noted. 


3  Bundeswehr - As a 
 body responsible for 
 public interests, i.e. 


the interests of 
 national defence and 
 Alliance 


commitments 


2. Early notification of construction periods and the use of acoustic, 
 optical, optronic, magnetic-sensory, electrical, electronic, 


electromagnetic and/or seismic measuring equipment 


a. The utilisation of the NATO submarine diving areas will be planned up 
 to one year in advance. Please provide information on the times when 
 the pipeline through the NATO submarine diving areas east of Bornholm 
 will be installed to the German Navy Headquarters as early as possible, 
 ideally 250 days prior to the start of construction works in the respective 
 sections (see contact details below). 


b. lf - before the activation of the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline - acoustic, 
 optical, optronic, magnetic-sensory, electrical, electronic, 


electromagnetic and/or seismic measuring equipment is employed, e.g. 


by means of an unmanned underwater vehicle (e.g. remotely operated 
 vehicle, autonomous vehicle, glider and floats) or as stationary 


measuring equipment, which may be installed in the direct vicinity of the 
 pipeline if required, within the training areas east of Bornholm, which are 
 under German administration, information on the technical performance 
 data of these instruments, the period of operation and the coordinates of 
 the operating location (including the sections to be examined) shall be 
 provided at an early stage, but not later than 20 working days in 
 advance, to the German Navy Headquarters. 


After the activation of the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline, the employment of 


All Nord Stream 2 activities related to surveys, construction and operation of the pipelines 
 in the Danish waters are permitted, notified and reported to the 


relevant competent authority in Denmark in accordance with Danish legislation. Current 
 practice is that NSP2 informs the competent Danish Authorities 4 weeks 


prior to start of surveys. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
 has been informed by Nord 
 Stream 2 AG that when 
 Nord Stream 2 AG has 
 been granted a permit to 
 construct the pipelines in 
 Denmark and after the 
 appeal period of four weeks 
 they will most likely start 
 construction.  


The Danish Energy Agency 
 has also been informed by 
 Nord Stream 2 AG that they 
 plan to start construction in 
 the beginning of 2020 but 
 even earlier if they receive 
 a permit earlier. Therefore it 
 will most likely not be 
 possible to notify a full 250 
 days before construction. 


The Danish Energy Agency 
has no further comments 
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acoustic, optical, optronic, magnetic-sensory, electrical, electronic, 
 electromagnetic and/or seismic measuring equipment, e.g. by means of 
 an unmanned underwater vehicle (e.g. remotely operated vehicle, 
 autonomous vehicle, glider and floats) or as stationary measuring 
 equipment, which may be installed in the direct vicinity of the pipeline if 
 required, within the training areas east of Bornholm, which are under 
 German administration, shall generally be prohibited. lf the employment 
 of this measuring equipment is absolutely necessary nevertheless, it 
 shall be coordinated at an early 


stage with the German Navy. 


Information on the scheduled times when the pipeline within the NATO 
 submarine diving areas will be installed or acoustic, optical, optronic, 
 magnetic-sensory, electrical, electronic, electromagnetic and/or seismic 
 measuring equipment will be employed within the training areas east of 
 Bornholm, which are under German administration, shall be directed to: 


  


Contact data of the German Navy Headquarters: 


DO EXAS 
 Uferstrasse 
 24960 Glucksburg 


Tel.: 0049 (0)4631/666 - 3228/ - 3221 


(Point of contact: Kapitanleutnant Mikulsky, Hauptbootsmann Franke) 
 Fax: 0049 (0)4631/666 - 3229 


E-mail: markdoeinsmoc2exas@bundeswehr.org 
 Outside regular duty hours: 


DOOPER 
 Uferstrasse 
 24960 Glucksburg 


Tel.: 0049 (0)4631/666 - 3202 
 Fax: 0049 (0)4631/666 - 3209 


on this topic. 


4  Bundeswehr - As a 
 body responsible for 
 public interests, i.e. 


the interests of 
 national defence and 
 Alliance 


commitments 


3. Handling of the monitoring results provided by the monitoring 
 programmes during the construction and operation phase 


lf the Danish authorities oblige the project developer to publish the 
 environmentally relevant monitering results acquired during the 


construction and operation phase, data acquired in the NATO submarine 
 diving areas shall not be published, due to the security considerations of 
 the NATO partners and friendly nations, unless a mutual agreement on 
 the contents of the publications can be made with me in close cooper 
 ation with the German Navy. In this case, it must be ensured that 
 security-relevant, and thus sensitive, military data of the NATO and of 
 friendly nations will not be published. 


-  The Danish Energy Agency 


will ensure that the 
 environmental monitoring 
 data will be forwarded to 
 the Federal Office of 
 Bundeswehr Infrastructure, 
 Environmental Protection 
 and Services through the 
 Danish Navy before the 
 data is published to ensure 
 that security-relevant, and 
 thus sensitive, military data 
 of the NATO and of friendly 
 nations will not be 


published. The Danish 
Navy has been informed 
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concerning this matter and 
 has agreed to forward this 
 data to the Federal Office 
 of Bundeswehr 


Infrastructure, 


Environmental Protection 
 and Services. 


5  Bundeswehr - As a 
 body responsible for 
 public interests, i.e. 


the interests of 
 national defence and 
 Alliance 


commitments 


As representative of the agencies affected directly by the construction of 
 the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, I raise - within the framework of the public 
 hearing initiated by the Danish Energy Agency- the following objections 
 to the application submitted by the project developer, Nord Stream 2 AG, 
 fora construction permit for two route variants southeast of Bornholm. 


  


I would like to point out explicitly that not only the public interest of the 
 safety and security of national and Alliance defence in general is 
 affected, but the project also has a direct effect on the German Navy 
 Headquarters (Marinekommando) as a military agency and its seago ing 
 units as well as on all units of NATO partners and other friendly nations 
 conducting exercises in this area. Therefore, I herewith send you a 
 separate letter containing the objec tion of the German Navy 


Headquarters and its seagoing units and of the units of NATO partners 
 and other friendly nations as directly affected agencies. 


-  This is noted 
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