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ŶŐůŝƐŚ


ThisdissertationisagenealogicalstudyoftheroleofProtestantideasinactionintheemergence
 anddevelopmentofvoluntarysocialworkinDenmarkca.1850–1950.Itfocusesontheemergence
 ofthistypeofworkinthelate19thcenturyCopenhagenHomeMissionanditsdevelopmentinone
 of the many initiatives that arose here, namely the Christian temperance organization the Blue
 Crossasitgrewtoanationalorganizationduringthefirsthalfofthe20thcentury.Inthechapters
 framingtheresearcharticles,thisdevelopmentisshowntoconstituteapartofawiderChristian
 socialmovementbasedon‘noncontentiouscollectiveaction’throughwhichbondsandboundaries
 of obligation were reinterpreted in the period. A conceptual history shows how concepts of
 voluntarismfromtheiremergenceinthelate19thcenturyconstitutednormativecounterconcepts,
 especiallytostaterunpoorrelief;conceptsthatwerestruggledovertodefinetheproperbondsof
 voluntary practices. It is then shown, through a history of the changing moral economy and gift
 givingpracticesofstateandvoluntarysocialprovisionthroughthe19thcentury,howgroupsrelated
 totheHomeMissioninCopenhagenventuredbeyondtheexistingboundariesofobligationasthey
 establishednewrelationswithhitherto‘undeserving’groups,suchasalcoholicsandprostitutes.In
 thefinaloftheframingchapters,a‘valuationgenealogical’approachisdevelopedthatguidesand
 connectsthethreearticles.ItisarguedthatChristianity’suniversalistethosmakesitparticularlyapt
 to expand or change boundaries of commitment, but that these principles are always specified in
 concrete action situations through cultural schemas of interpretation, and always potentially in
 conflictwithcompetingsocialorderssuchasscienceandpoliticalideologies.Finally,thevaluation
 genealogicalapproachisshowntoentailanattitudeofactiveengagementinthereconstructionof
 historicalcreativejuncturesandproblemsituations,wherethesituatednessoftheresearcherforms
 the starting point for the analysis of collective actors’ creative interpretations of ideational
 traditionsandtheopportunitystructuresthatthesecreateforfuturegenerations.


Theframingchaptersservetosetthestagetheoretically,empirically,andmethodologicallyforthe
three articles that together form a genealogy of the emergence and development of Protestant
voluntary social action in Denmark in specific creative junctures and problem situations where
bondsandboundarieswerereinterpreted.Inthefirstarticle,itisshownhowProtestantvoluntary
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socialactionfirstemergedinCopenhageninthesecondhalfofthe19thcenturyinrelationtothe
 Copenhagen Home Mission through several reinterpretations of the Lutheran revivalist tradition’s
 doctrines,idealsofcommunity,andrecipesforsocialaction.Threewavesareidentifiedthateach
 reinterpreted the language of sin and thus formed specific ‘collective soteriologies’ with specific
 consequencesforthebondsandboundariesofvoluntarysocialwork.


The second and third articles analyze one of the initiatives that emerged from the third wave,
 namelytheProtestanttemperanceorganizationtheBlueCross(est.1895),onthebasisofhitherto
 unexamined archival material. The second article shows how this organization adapted the
 international Blue Cross with its Holinessinspired theology and novel forms of social engagement
 totheDanishLutherancontextduringthefirstdecadesofthe20thcentury.Itsucceededindoingso
 andinexpandingnationwidethroughseveral‘translations’ofculturalschemas,ofresources,andof
 theinterestsoftheruralHomeMissionandthestate.


The third article shows how the Blue Cross responded to the eugenicsinspired ‘illiberal’ policies
 that were put into law during the first half of the 20th century, infringing on the civil and political
 rightsofalcoholicsandimplementingforciblecommitmenttotheBlueCrosstreatmentfacilities.It
 isshownhowtheBlueCrossactivelylobbiedfor‘illiberal’policiesregardingforciblecommitment,
 justastheycontinuouslypublishedarticlesonhowalcoholismwasadegenerativediseasecaused
 by damage to the hereditary material. It is further shown how the theories of degeneration
 resonated with Biblical beliefs and the community ideals of the Protestants, just as they did with
 the otherwise different community ideals of the Social Democratic Party in government, who
 promotedeugeniclegislation,resultinginanoverlappingconsensusspanningthecivilsociety/state
 dividebetweenactorswhowerecommittedtoopposingyetcomplementingcommunityideals.


The thesis concludes that the Christiansocial movement both innovated new vocabularies of
 motiveforsocialengagementandbrokewiththeboundariesofobligationofthe19thcentury,but
 also paved the way for paternalistic and rightsinfringing measures in social policy. Finally, the
 implicationsofthefindingsforresearchandpracticeareconsideredinrelationtocollectiveaction,
 socialwelfare,andtheroleofvoluntarisminsociety.
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ĂŶƐŬ


Afhandlingen undersøger genealogisk protestantiske ideers betydning i opkomsten og udviklingen
 af frivilligt socialt social arbejde Denmark ca. 1850 til 1950 gennem studier af dette arbejdes
 opståen i Indre Mission København i sidste del af det 19. århundrede samt udviklingen af et af
 mange de initiativer, der opstod her, den kristne afholdsorganisation Blå Kors, gennem første
 halvdelafdet20.århundrede.Identeoretiskempiriskerammeomforskningsartiklernevisesdet,
 hvordandenneudviklingvarendelafenbrederekristeligsocialbevægelse,derbaseredesigpåen
 bestemt type ikkekonfrontatorisk kollektiv handlen, hvorigennem sociale bånd og grænser for
 forpligtelse blev genfortolket i perioden. Det vises gennem et begrebshistorisk kapitel, hvordan
 begreber om frivillighed fra deres opståen sidst i det 19. århundrede udgjorde normative
 modbegreber til det statslige fattigvæsen; begreber som blev kæmpet om blandt aktører, der
 forsøgteatdefineredesocialebånd,derburdeliggetilgrundforfrivilligepraksisser.Dernæstvises
 det gennem en analyse af de skiftende statslige og frivillige moralske økonomier og
 gavegivningspraksisser gennem det 19. århundrede, hvordan grupper omkring Indre Mission
 København udvidede de etablerede grænser for forpligtelse, idet de etablerede nye relationer til
 grupper, der hidtil var blevet anset for ’ikkeværdige’, såsom alkoholikere og prostituerede. I det
 sidste af de indledende kapitler udvikles en ’værdisættende’ genealogisk metode, som guider og
 forbinder de tre artikler. Der argumenteres for, at kristendommens universalistiske etos gør den
 særligt egnet til at udvide eller ændre grænser for forpligtelse, men at disse principper altid
 konkretiseres i specifikke handlingssituationer gennem kulturelle fortolkningsskemaer, ligesom de
 altid potentielt er i konflikt med konkurrerende sociale ordner såsom videnskab og politiske
 ideologier.Endeligvisesdet,atdenværdisættendegenealogiskemetodeindebærerenengageret
 indstilling til rekonstruktionen af kreative øjeblikke og problemsituationer i historien, hvor
 forskerensegenværdimæssigeorienteringdannerudgangspunktforanalysenafkollektiveaktørers
 kreativefortolkningerafenidebaserettraditionogdemulighedsstrukturer,somdissefortolkninger
 skaberforfremtidigegenerationer.


Kapitlerne i den teoretiskempiriske ramme tjener til at sætte scenen for de tre artikler, der
tilsammen udgør en genealogi over opkomsten og udviklingen af protestantisk frivilligt socialt
arbejde i Danmark i specifikke kreative øjeblikke og problemsituationer, hvor sociale bånd og
grænserforforpligtelsegenfortolkedes.Idenførsteartikelvisesdet,hvordanprotestantiskfrivilligt
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socialt arbejde først opstod i København i anden haldvel af det 19. århundrede i forbindelse med
 Indre Mission København gennem flere genfortolkninger af den lutherske vækkelsestraditions
 doktriner,fællesskabsidealer,ogopskrifterpåsocialhandlen.Deridentificerestrevækkelsesbølger,
 somhvergenfortolkedevokabularietfor’synd’ogdermedskabtehverderes’kollektivesoteriologi’


eller frelseslære med specifikke konsekvenser for de sociale bånd og grænser etableret i frivilligt
 socialtarbejde.


Denandenogtredjeartikelanalyserervha.hidtiluudforsketarkivmaterialeetafdeinitiativer,der
 opstod ud af den tredje ’bølge’: Afholdsorganisation Det Blå Kors (1895). Anden artikel viser,
 hvordan Det Blå Kors tilpassede det internationale Blå Kors og dets helliggørelsesteologi og nye
 formerforsocialtengagementtilendansklutherskkontekstiførstehalvdelafdet20.århundrede.


Det Blå Kors lykkedes med dette forehavende gennem flere ’oversættelser’ af kulturelle
 fortolkningsskemaer,egneressourcerogafIndreMissionsogstatensinteresser.


Den tredje artikel viser, hvordan Det Blå Kors forholdt sig til de i første halvdel af det 20.


århundrede vedtagne racehygiejniske ’illiberale’ politikker, som berøvede alkoholikere deres civile
 og politiske rettigheder og gjorde muligt at tvangsindlægge alkoholikere i Det Blå Kors’


redningshjem. Det vises, hvordan Det Blå Kors aktivt lobbyede for den ’illiberale’


tvangsindlæggelsespolitik, ligesom de løbende publicerede artikler i deres medlemsblad, der
 fremførte arvelig degeneration som årsag til alkoholisme. Det vises yderligere, hvordan
 degenerationsteorierne var i overensstemmelse med bibelske sætninger og de protestantiske
 fællesskabsidealer, ligesom de også var i overensstemmelse med de i øvrigt anderledes
 fællesskabsidealer hos det regerende Socialdemokrati, som gennemførte den racehygiejniske
 lovgivning.Resultatetafdisseoverensstemmelservarenoverlappendekonsensus,somstraktesig
 over civilsamfund og stat mellem aktører, som var forpligtede på modsatrettede, men
 komplementærefællesskabsidealer.


Afhandlingen konkluderer, at den kristeligsociale bevægelse både udviklede nye vokabularier for
 motivertilsocialtengagementogbrødmeddet19.århundredesgrænserforforpligtelse,menogså
 densamtidigbanedevejenforpaternalistiskeogrettighedsindskrænkendetiltagisocialpolitikken.


Endeliggøresderrefleksioneroverimplikationerneafafhandlingenskonklusionerforforskningog


praksisift.kollektivhandlen,velfærdogdensocialefrivillighedsrolleisamfundet. 
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This thesis could have had the title ‘The Protestant ethic of voluntary social work’ as it is
 concernedwiththehistoricalinfluenceofProtestantideasonvoluntarismandsocialprovision
 for marginalized groups in Denmark from its first emergence in revivalist circles in late 19th
 century Copenhagen and up until the rise of the universalist welfare state in the mid20th
 century.


Thethesisismotivatedbyanoverallinterestinhowideasofengagementemergeanddevelop
 and what effects such ideas have on our perceptions of obligations: Why should we feel
 obligated to act on the suffering of others, who is this ‘other’, and howfar do our obligations
 extend?Andwhatmaytheintendedandunintendedconsequencesbeofideabasedcollective
 action that establishes new forms of community, new forms of social work, and new forms of
 inclusionandexclusion?


I willanswerthese questions by studyinghow theexplosion in ‘socialvoluntarism’in late 19th
centuryCopenhagenfirstemerged;howtheinitiativesemergingherespreadtotherestofthe
country;howtheChristianideasandpracticesdevelopedastheyencounteredthestate,other
religious actors, and modern science; and what the short and long term intended and
unintendedeffectshavebeenforwelfare,voluntarism,andtheinclusionofmarginalgroupsin
society.Iwilldothisprimarilythroughthreearticlesfocusingonthebreakthroughofvoluntary
socialworkattheCopenhagenevangelicalsceneattheendofthe19thcentury,andononeof
the initiatives that emerged from this environment, namely the Christian temperance
organization the Blue Cross. In this introductory chapter, I will first argue the relevance of a
study of an academically somewhat neglected Protestant tradition. I then outline the
development of the ‘Christiansocial movement’ from its embryonic form in the revivalist
organization the Home Mission (Indre Mission) and its breakthrough in late 19th century
CopenhagenandthetwostrandsofProtestantsocialworkthatemergedhere.Finally,Ilayout
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theprogressionofthethesisandpointouthowthisstudycontributestoexistingliteratureon
 voluntarism,Protestantism,welfare,andsocialmovements.



ϭ͘ϭZĞůĞǀĂŶĐĞĂŶĚƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ͗ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚŝŶƚŚĞƐŚĂĚŽǁƐ


The effects of Lutheran theology and the Lutheran church on modern Danish society has long
 been a concern for Danish researchers and a matter of public debate. The 2017 500th
 anniversaryoftheReformation,markingtheyearthatLuthernailedhismythologized95theses
 tothedooroftheCastleChurchinWittenberg,hasfurtherspurredthisinterest.Whilethelong
 terminfluenceofLutheranideasandtheadministrativecapacityoftheLutheranchurchonthe
 welfare state have received academic attention (Knudsen 2000; most prominently Petersen
 2016a), the bulk of academic and public interest has concentrated on the influences of the
 theologian N. F. S. Grundtvig, whose peculiar mix of Romanticism, nationalism, Enlightenment
 andeducationfrombelowwasadoptedbylargepartsoftherevivalsthatdevelopedfromthe
 early19thcentury,andeventuallyalsoadoptedasanideologybytheemergingclassoffarmers
 andsmallholdersthat became a decisivefactorinthedevelopmentofthewelfarestatefrom
 thebeginningofthe20thcentury.Grundtvigandthemovementnamedafterhimareoftenheld
 tohavepreparedtheroadforthemodernDanishwelfarestatethroughtheirinfluenceonthe
 Danish national identity based on liberal cultural values and values of economic solidarity,
 encapsulatedineasilyquotableGrundtvigianphrasessuchas“FreedomforLokeaswellasfor
 Thor”andDenmarkasalandwhere“fewhavetoomuch,andfewertoolittle”(Campbell2006;


Østergaard1992).TheGrundtvigianmovement“stressedtheimportanceofindividualfreedom,
 classical liberalism, voluntarism, free association, popular education, and the development of
 civil society and social solidarity” (Campbell and Pedersen 2006, 22). In the end, this is the
 ideologythatthemodernDanishwelfarestaterestson(Rasmussen2006,239).


As has been pointed out (Hansen, Petersen, and Petersen 2010, 13), the Lutheran and
Grundtvigian influences on the modern welfare state are often based on descriptions of very
generalhistoricaldevelopments.Thereis,however,anotherstrandofrevivalismthathashada
much more direct influence on the Danish welfare state, namely the one originating with the
Home Mission and its affiliated organizations. While Danish national identity may have been
shapedbyGrundtvigianinfluences,the‘identity’ofdirectsocialengagementisshapedbyHome
Missioncirclestoanequallyhighdegree.Tothisday,organizationsandfoundationswithroots
inthisevangelicalenvironmentareactivelyinvolvedinwelfareprovisionforthemostmarginal
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groupsinsociety:Homelesspeople,alcoholics,drugaddicts,prostitutes,atriskyouthetc.There
 areno officialstatistics of these organizations,butinthemostthorough studydonebased on
 questionnairesinwhatwasthenthecountyofFunen,halfofallorganizationsinvolvedinwork
 with marginalized groups reported that they had roots in a “social, political, or spiritual
 movement”(BojeandIbsen2006,101ff).1Aquarteroftheorganizationsinvolvedinhealthcare
 and social provision report that they build on Christian values (ibid., 118). Since this group
 includesdaycareandeldercare,thereisgoodreasontobelievethatthepercentageisinfacta
 good deal higher among the organizations working with marginalized groups. Most of these
 organizationstodayworkundercontractwiththelocaladministrativeandpoliticaldivisions,the
 municipalities and regions, but typically have maintained relations to their ideological
 constituency,wheretheyrecruitemployersandvolunteers.ThattheChristiangroupsaretothis
 day so heavily involved in welfare provision for the marginalized is due to the fact that these
 groups innovated many of the welfare initiatives that the state later took over or started
 regulating and supporting financially. This is the case not only for initiatives dealing with
 marginalgroups,butalsoforchildcarecenters,residentialcarehomes,andhealthinitiativesfor
 pregnantwomenandyoungchildren(Petersen,Petersen,andKolstrup2014,83).Iwillprovide
 moreexampleslaterinthischapter.





Interestinthehistoricalemergence,development,andinfluenceofProtestantphilanthropyand
 social work on the welfare state has recently been increasing among welfare historians and
 church historians and third sector sociologists (Bundesen, Henriksen, and Jørgensen 2001;


Hansen, Petersen, and Petersen 2010; Henriksen and Bundesen 2004; Malmgart 2002b;


Petersen2016b;PetersenandPetersen2013;Petersenetal.2014;Schjørring2005),butlarge
 parts of the movement still live academically quiet lives; the ‘third strand’ that the Blue Cross
 belongstoinparticular.





JustasanincreasedinteresthasbeenshowingintheroleofProtestantisminthedevelopment
 of the welfare state, so both academic and political interest has been mounting around
 voluntarism as a field of study and as a mode of governance. In order to gauge the
 


1The legal structure of these organizations is a special Danish construct: The selfowning institution.


Thesearesimilartofoundationsastheyhavenopurposebeyondtheonestatedintheirstatutesandtheyare
nonprofit, but they typically have more direct cultural, educational or social functions. The institutions are
typicallyconnectedtoawiderorganizationthathaveacontrollingmajorityoftheboard.Theyoftenfunction
asserviceprovidersforthepublicsystem.
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developmentinacademicinterest,Google’sdatabasescanbeconsulted.Here,weseethat
 thepercentageofmentionsof‘voluntarism’,‘volunteerism’,and‘volunteering’increasedin
 the 1960s and 1970s, and that mentions of volunteering in the literature has been
 increasingexplosivelysince.2






 Developmentinmentionsof‘volunteering’,‘voluntarism’,and‘volunteerism’inGoogle’s
 databaseofdigitalizedbooks1800–2008.


The graph only shows the development in English literature, but as I will show in chapter 3, a
 similar development occurred in Denmark. The development testifies not only to an isolated
 academicinterest,butawiderlegitimacycrisisofthewelfarestatethatwasbuilding–orbeing
 built–evenasthewelfarestateswereexpanding.Especiallysincethe1970s,civilsocietyandits
 voluntary organizations have been rediscovered as a mode of governance.Academic and
 political debates in Denmark have been dominated since then by three images of the welfare
 state or three modes of governance. First, the classic Social Democratic image, where welfare
 states are thought as institutional arrangements that should mitigate the negative


‘commodifying’ effects of markets and capitalism through universal rights (EspingAndersen
 1990). Second, this image has been challenged by New Public Management techniques that
 introducemarketmechanismsintothestatebureaucracythroughmanagementtechniquesand
 privatizationofpublicservices(EjersboandGreve2014).Third,civilsocietyhasbeenpromoted
 as a third way between market and state to empower local communities and invite voluntary
 associationstodeliverwelfareservices.Thisimagehasbeenputforwardcontinuouslysincethe
 


2There are several limitations to this method, related to spelling, meaning, OCR issues, and types of
documents in the database. Worth mentioning is also the fact that ’voluntarism’ has also been used in
philosophicaldiscussionsofthefreewill,aswellasdiscussionsonreligiousdisestablishmentandonthefree
choiceoflaborunioninthe1940s.
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1970s as a way of reinvigorating the public system by infusing it with the spirit of citizenship,
 engagement,andaddingalocallyanchoredknowledgeoftheproblemsathand.Inrecentyears,
 the image has been put forward in various civil society strategies at national and municipal
 levels of government (Finansministeriet 2017; Odense Kommune 2017; Regeringen 2010).


Municipalitiesrecruitvolunteersandcitizensincoproductionprocesses,voluntaryassociations
 arethoughttosolveintegrationtasks,andsocialeconomicenterprisesareinvokedtocreatejob
 opportunitiesforindividualsthatcannotfindemploymentintheregularjobmarket.Civilsociety
 is thought to hold the flexibility, entrepreneurial skills, and the commitment that the public
 system lacks. It is possible that we could learn a lesson from history as to the benefits and
 dangers of the involvement of civil society actors that may have their own agendas in public
 services.


Inthefaceofthe40yearoldprocessofrediscoveringcivilsociety,itissomewhatparadoxical
 that the core narrative of the Danish welfare state is still linked to 19th century farmers, their
 movementsandideology,whileallalongarangeofvoluntaryorganizationshavecontinuously
 andinconspicuouslybeendoingsocialworkamongaddicts,prostitutes,homelesspeople,atrisk
 youth,theelderlypoorandothersociallymarginalgroups.ItisperhapstheevangelicalChristian
 rootsofmanyofthesegroupsthatmakethemawkwardanddifficulttointegrateintoanational
 narrative.Nonetheless,Iarguethatwhiletheinfluenceofthesegroupsmayseemminor–are
 theynotsimplyoneofmany‘serviceproviders’?–comparedtothegrandarchitectureofthe
 welfare state that Grundtvigian ideology supposedly has impacted, the revivalists have in fact
 shaped the modern welfare state and society in significant ways: First, they have historically
 constitutedareservoirforsocialengagementideasandpracticesthathavebeenactivatedfor
 various purposes. Second, central parts of the specialized organizational infrastructure of the
 later welfare state was created by these groups. Third, these groups innovated methods of
 treatmentthatinsomecaseswerepracticedupuntilaftertheSecondWorldWar,andaspart
 ofthe‘welfaremix’theyhaveworkedinawaysimilarto‘streetlevelbureaucrats’(Lipsky2010)
 inthattheyhadsomeleewayininterpretingtheregulationsenforcedbythestate.Finally,due
 totheiroftenclosecooperationwiththestate,theyhavehadtheopportunitytoinfluencestate
 legislationandopinionmakersinthespecificfieldsthattheyhaveoperatedin.


With these considerations in mind, I can now specify the overall interest in collective
engagement in more focused research questions: 1) What was the role of Protestant ideas in
theemergenceofvoluntarysocialactioninandaroundtheCopenhagenHomeMissioninlate
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19thcenturyDenmark?2)Whatkindsofvocabulariesofmotiveandobligationsweredeveloped
 here?3)Howdidsuchinitiativesofvoluntarysocialactionmanagetogrowbigandsurviveto
 this day? 4) How did they deal with competing actors and new scientificand political ideas as
 they developed? 5) What were the intended and unintended consequences of the historical
 developmentofsuchinitiativesfortheProtestantorganizationsthemselvesandthegroupsthat
 theysoughttohelp?


Asmentioned,Iwillanswerthesequestionsthroughthethreearticlesthatconstitutethreecase
 studiesoftheemergenceofProtestantvoluntarysocialworkinlate19thcenturyCopenhagen,
 the development of the Blue Cross temperance organization (est. 1895) in Denmark, and this
 organization’sadaptationtothenewscientificandideologicalcurrentsofthe1920sand1930s
 in particular. As I will expand on in chapter 5, the three articles constitute a genealogy of
 Protestant voluntary social work in Denmark; a genealogy that does not represent the
 development of the field as such, but which illustrates how certain actors have responded to
 challengesthattheChristiansocialmovementassuchhasencounteredinonewayoranother.


Inthefollowingsection,IwillgiveabriefoverviewofthebroaddevelopmentoftheChristian
 socialmovementinDenmark.



ϭ͘ϮdŚĞŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶͲƐŽĐŝĂůŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͗ŽůůĞĐƚŝǀĞĂĐƚŝŽŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶƐŽĐŝĂůŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕



ǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌŝƐŵ͕ĂŶĚǁĞůĨĂƌĞƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ


ThethesisstudieshowaProtestantideationaltraditionwascreativelyreinterpretedbyspecific
 collectiveactorstodealwiththesocialquestioninDenmarkfromthelate19thcentury,howa
 specific form of collective action emerged, how strategies were deployed to create alliances,
 how compromises were made with other ‘social orders’, and what the outcomes and
 consequenceswereforthoseaffectedbythevoluntarysocialcollectiveactionundertaken.Iwill
 now give a first preliminary introduction to the movement that the actors studied in this
 dissertationwerepartof.


The Protestantism in question is in fact not one, but several strands of Protestant ideas and
organizations. The first strand emerged with the revivalist movements at the beginning of the
19th century and found its form in the Home Mission evangelical organization. The second
emerged from the Home Mission’s Copenhagenbranch at the end of the 19th century, almost
immediately followed by the third strand that emerged from the same circles, but with other
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ideasofsocialwork.IwillnowgiveabriefoverviewofthedevelopmentsthatIanalyzeindetail
 intherestofthethesis.


Thereligious revivalsswept notonlyDenmark,butmost EuropeanProtestantcountries inthe
 late 18th and early 19th centuries (Beyreuther 1977; Sanders 1995, 23). The movement
 challengedthechurch’slegalmonopolyoninterpretingtheBibleinthatitconsistedoflaymen
 that gathered in private homes to preach the gospel to each other, socalled ‘conventicles’ or
 devotionalgatherings.InDenmark,thismovementstartedinafewseparateplacesinthelate
 18thcentury,butthemovementpickedupspeedandspreadfromplacetoplace,especiallyon
 theDanishislands,inthe182030s(ibid.,63f).


With the introduction of religious freedom with the constitution of 1849, and the concurrent
 institution of the broad Lutheran Danish National Church as the state church, the revivalist
 movement began to differentiate itself into distinct branches. The first, largest and most
 influential of these were the ‘Grundtvigians’, following the teachings of the immensely
 influential priest N.F.S. Grundtvig, who made the ‘exceptional discovery’ in 1825 that the
 religiouscommunityratherthanthescripturesconstitutedtrueChristianity.TheHomeMission
 can in some respects be said to be an offspring from Grundtvigianism via its emphasis on
 laymeninthecongregation,whileinturngainingitsidentitybydefiningitselfinoppositionto
 theGrundtvigians.


The Home Mission was first established as an association by ‘awakened’ laymen in 1853, but
onlyfounditslastingformin1861,whenagroupofprieststookchargeoftheassociationand
renamedit“KirkeligForeningfordenIndreMissioniDanmark”(“TheChurchlyAssociationfor
the Home Mission in Denmark”). From now on, the Home Mission was to be a clerically
controlledorganization,statinginitsregulationsthatatleasthalfofitsboardmembersshould
consistofpriestsbelongingtotheofficialLutheranDanishChurch(Lindhardt1978,84–92).The
organization was strictly hierarchical and by no means democratic: The board members
appointed new members to the board themselves, securing that no challengers to the
leadership’slinewouldenter.Ontheotherhand,therewasnomembershiptotheorganization,
meaning that the leadership had no direct control over its followers and only intervened
exceptionally in local affairs (Gundelach 1988, 112–15). It thus retained to some degree the
characteristics of a movement, while leaving the democratic aspects behind in the national
organization. Followers of the association were organized in local societies or lodges
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(“samfund”), and the main form of communication took place through the magazine that the
 association published. The magazine was mainly controlled by the controversial and highly
 influential priest Vilhelm Beck, who officially became leader of the association in 1881 and
 remained so until his death in 1901. When Vilhelm Beck and his allies took control of the
 associationandnamed it “Churchly Association”,this wasastrategicchoice tostaywithinthe
 official Danish church (which had been defined broadly, following Grundtvig’s ‘exceptional
 discovery’,withonlytheactsofbaptismandcommunionassacramental)(Lindhardt1978,57ff).


Sincethefreedomofreligionhadbeenestablished,the‘battleforthesouls’hadintensifiedas
 there was now in effect a free religious ‘market’ (ibid., 42). Even though Baptist groups in
 particularhadbeenactive–andpersecuted–beforetheconstitution,TheHomeMissionwas
 nowthreatenedbywhathasbeencalleda‘leftflank’ofMethodist,Baptists,andMormons.If
 we are to believe Lindhardt (ibid., 67), there had been only minor differences between the
 differentbranchesoftherevivalistmovementbefore,localasithadbeenandunitedtosome
 degree by the opposition to the rationalist views held by the clergy. The Home Mission now
 differentiated themselves from the Grundtvigians on the right and the ‘sects’ on the left. This
 was done by staying within the Lutheran national church, like the Grundtvigians, but
 maintainingamoreliteralandmorallyrigidreadingoftheBible,likethesects.Duringthe1860s,
 TheHomeMissionestablisheditselfasadistinctbranchthatmostlyabstainedfromengagingin
 politics (when it did it was with a conservative stance), and operated with a strict divide
 betweensavedandlostandastrictmoralcode.TheHomeMissionwasthusfoundedfirstand
 lastasarevivalistorganization.Sincetheorganizationhadonlyadherersandnotmembers,itis
 hard to say how large the organization in fact has been. An explosion in the erection of local
 chapelsor‘missionaryhouses’inthefinaldecadesofthe19thcenturytestifies,however,toits
 growthinthisperiod(Larsen2005).3


The Home Mission was soon challenged from within on the question of Christian charity and
 socialworkbytheCopenhagenbranchoftheHomeMission.TheCopenhagenbranchhadbeen
 founded by Beck and others in 1865, but had not received much of a following. This changed
 when Harald Stein took leadership in 1879. Stein had visited ‘Innere Mission’ in Germany, an
 associationthathadamoresocialprofile,andseveralotherlargerEuropeancitiesandbrought
 back ideas on Christian social work. The Copenhagen Home Mission’s new emphasis on social
 


3Chapelserectedbydecade:1870s:9,1880s:103,1890s:323,1900s:221,1910s:91,1920s:102,1930s:


30(Larsen2005:101)
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work became part of a fierce dispute between the leadership in Jutland and the Copenhagen
 branch,partlyasastruggleoverorganizationalcontrolandpartlybecausetheCopenhageners
 werelessconcernedthantheruralmissionaboutthedividebetweentrueandfalsebelievers,
 anddidnotonlyrecruitHomeMissionmissionariestotakecareofthesocialwork(Larsen2011,
 109–19). The dispute was only settled when Stein stepped down as chairman in 1886 and
 definitivelyasBeckdiedin1901.WhileSteininfluencedthischangeinfocus,hecannotbesaid
 tohaveinitiatedit.Manysocialinitiativesweretakeninthereligiousenvironmentaroundthe
 Home Mission from the 1870s. Such initiatives were by no means restricted to the Home
 Mission – religious groups working within other branches of the national church and private
 middleclassinitiatives(Koefoed2014;Lützen2002)werealsoengagedinpoorreliefandother
 socialinitiatives,buttheHomeMissionprovedtobeparticularlyactive.4Thesocialworkcarried
 outincluded,‘midnightmissions’targetingcustomersofprostitutes(BøgePedersen2007,152–


56),‘MagdaleneHomes’thatprovidedcarefortheprostitutesthemselves(ibid.,148ff),Sunday
 schools(Bundesenetal.2001,88),Denmark’sfirstdaycarecenter,children’shomes,initiatives
 for female factory workers and maids; sailors, soldiers, and wandering journeymen, visiting
 programsforthehospitalized,homesforreleasedfemaleprisonersandforepileptics;shelters
 andlaborexchangesforthehomeless,parishcharities,Bibleclassesfortheyouth,and‘young
 men’sassociations’(Olesen1964,28–31,1976,209–42).Thischangeinorientationwasframed
 atthetimeasachangefroma‘missionofwords’toa‘missionofdeeds’.


ThissecondapproachwasonceagainchallengedfromgroupsrelatedtotheHomeMissionwho
 looked west to Britain and the US rather than south to Germany and the continent. New
 international organizations, associations, and initiatives proliferated: The YMCA and YWCA,
 SalvationArmy,ChurchArmy,thewhiteCrosssexualabstinenceorganization,theBlueCrossfor


‘saving’ alcoholicsas wellas a large effortto buildchurchesforthegrowingpopulation inthe
 capital(Holt1979).Thisdevelopmentnotonlybroughtnewformsoforganization,butalsonew
 theologicalideastothecountry,specificallyHolinessideasandrevivalisttechniquesbornoutof
 theAmericanReformedProtestantrevivals.


TheHolinessideasemphasizedthepossibilityofincreasingmoralimprovementand‘perfection’


oftheindividualandpotentialfreedomfromsin.Thiswaslinkedtoideasofthesecondcoming
 ofChrist,theexpectationthatGod’sruleonEarthwasimminent,comprisedinconceptssuchas
 millennialism,eschatology,andParousiaexpectations(ofJesus’imminentreturn)(Ohlemacher
 


4See(Larsen2010)foranoverviewoforganizationsassociatedwithIM.
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1986, 173). The ideal was concretized in the interdenominational organizations mentioned
 aboveandinthe‘NewMeasures’revivalisttechniques,suchasmassconversionmeetings,week
 long campmeetings,andprivateandpublicprayermeetings.Moreover, therewas a ‘magical’


element in the Holiness Movement. The more radical believed in the power of faith and the
 HolySpirittocurediseases,andthisintuitionwasalsopresentinthelessradicalforms,suchas
 faith’s ability to heal social illnesses and individual sinful habits (Olesen 1996, 221224; 243
 252).


ThethreestrandsofrevivalismconstituteelementsinthedevelopmentofProtestantvoluntary
 social action in Denmark. As the dust settled over the 19th century and early 20th century
 disputes over the right way to do social work, and as the initiatives were integrated into the
 growing welfare state institution, a more peaceful cultural milieu emerged around the Home
 Missionwherethevarioustheologicalstrandsandorganizationshavefoundaplaceinthelarger
 Home Mission ‘family’ (Larsen 2010). This cultural milieu has had a significant impact on the
 development of the dimensions of the welfare state that deals with the most marginalized as
 wellasonthemakeupofthesocalledvoluntary‘sector’.


The broad impact of the overlapping Christian social movements of the 19th century on
 voluntary social work and welfare poses theoretical, methodological, and empirical questions.


Theoretically, it challenges existing models of collective action: Rather than charging the state
 withclaims,itreliedonvoluntarymeansandprinciplesoforganizing,targetingculturalhabitsin
 civilsocietyandrelyingonselfhelp,outreach,andasylums.Howcansuchamodeofactionbe
 conceptualized?Further,itraisestheoreticalandmethodologicalquestionsabouttheinfluence
 ofreligiousideasandpractices:Howdosuchideasinformaction,andhowshouldsociologists
 study this? Finally, new empirical insights are to be gained into how ideational practices have
 shaped the development, role, and consequences of voluntary work, the institutions and
 policiesofthewelfarestate,andthechangingroleofrevivalistreligioninDenmark.Notleast,
 the study can serve as an inspirational and cautionary tale for present day collective action
 regarding the potentials and pitfalls of voluntary movements building on a strong ideational
 vocabulary.


Thepresentstudyplacesitselfbetweenresearchinsocialmovements,voluntarism,andwelfare
(states). This is thus not a study of a social movement, of voluntarism, or of welfare, but of a
particular kind of ideabased collective action that emerged contingently, was institutionalized
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inspecificwaysandhadspecificeffectsasitdeveloped.Inthefollowingchaptersoftheframing
 part of the thesis, I will engage selectively with influential parts of the literature in the three
 fieldsofresearchtoprovidetheoreticalandempiricalbackgroundfortheresearcharticlesand
 expandonthedefinitionofvoluntarysocialworkasatypeof‘noncontentious’collectiveaction
 thatchangesthebondsandboundariesofobligationthatwasintroducedinchapter2.



ϭ͘ϯWƌŽŐƌĞƐƐŝŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƐŝƐ


Asthisisapaperbaseddissertation,thethesisisdividedintotwohalves:Aframinghalf,which
 you are reading now, that introduces theory, historical background, and methodology, and an
 empirical half that consists of three articles. The thesis ends with a chapter on concluding
 reflectionsandperspectives.Thestructureofthethesisissomewhatunorthodox.Ratherthan
 introducing separate chapters on historical background, theory, and method, the framing part
 mixes conceptual development and empirical analysis, before moving on to the three articles
 thatconstitutethemaincontributionsofthethesis.Inthisway,Ipursueanabductiveapproach
 to the study, where concepts and empirical observations mutually inform each other. The
 framing part is not organized chronologically, but rather in accordance with the research
 interest in each chapter so that the analysis in chapter three ends at the time where the
 conceptualhistoryinchaptertwostarts.Hopefully,whatitlacksinreaderaccessibility,itmakes
 upforincontent.


Theframingpartconsists,besidestheintroductionthatyouarenowreading,offourchapters
 thateachanalyzeandprovidetheoreticalandempiricalbackgroundonanaspectof‘Protestant
 voluntarysocialaction’.


The second chapter establishes what kind of collective action is studied. It does so by
introducing the many voluntary initiatives as part of a larger Christiansocial movement and
arguesthatthismovementis‘awkward’insofarasitis1)empiricallydifficulttodelineateasit
consists of several interlinked waves, 2) conceptually far removed from what has become the
idealtypicalimageofasocialmovementasatypeofmobilizationfrombelowthatmakesclaims
onstateauthoritiesovermaterialresourcesorpoliticalrights,3)normativelytrickyinsofaras
theevangelicalgroupswereontheonehandpioneerswhosoughttohelpgroupsinsocietythat
were otherwise met with harsh sanctions, but on the other hand were committed to
conservativeandpaternalisticvaluesthatarehardtoreconcilewith‘progressive’valuessuchas
gender equality, political, civil, and social rights, and representative democracy. The chapter
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argues for a more situated evaluative approach and a broader conceptualization of ‘non
 contentious collective action’ that includes repertories of action that are not directed at the
 state and an approach that focuses on the internalbonds created in the groups engaged in
 voluntarysocialworkaswellasthesimultaneouslycreatedboundariesofobligations.


The third chapter carries out a conceptual history ofvoluntarism as an inductive way of
 exploring the descriptive and normative content of this central means of the movement. The
 varying concepts that have been used to designate what is today commonly referred to as
 voluntarism are analyzed as normative counterconcepts that have been and continue to be
 imbuedwithutopianhopes.Thechaptertracestheuseoftheconceptsfromtheirinitialusein
 Christianevangelicalcirclesinlate19thcenturyCopenhagentotheirreappearanceinscholarly
 literatureinthe1970s.Thechapterexploresthevariouswaysthatthebondsofvoluntarysocial
 actionhavebeenconceptualizedintheperiod.


The fourth chapter deals with questions related to thesocial part of voluntary social action;


namely, the varying principles of reciprocity deployed in voluntary as well as state welfare
 initiatives.Thisisatthesametimeatheoreticalandempiricalexplorationoftheboundariesof
 obligationthatareestablishedinsuchrelations.ArguingwithPolanyiandMaussthatbothtypes
 ofprovisionrelyonanddevelopspecificprinciplesofreciprocity,ahistoryofsocialreliefforthe


‘undeserving’pooristoldtoshowhowprinciplesofreciprocityandinclusionandexclusionhave
 developed during the 19th century, and how Christian philanthropy both supported and
 constituted a break with the principles of the state and municipalities in late 19th century
 Copenhagen.


ThefifthchapterfocusesontheroleoftheProtestantinfluenceonvoluntarysocialactionand
introduces my valuationgenealogical method that informs and links the three articles. Here,
(monotheistic)religionisintroducedasbothentailinguniversalistprincipleswithapotentialfor
expandingtheboundariesofobligation,andasasubjectiveexperienceofachangedrelationto
the world. The ‘really existing’ religious traditions are then introduced as so many cultural
schemas that mediate between principles and experience in that they provide vocabularies of
motive and set the boundaries of otherwise universal obligation. The valuationgenealogical
method is introduced as a way of engaging with and reconstructing historical creative action
situationsthathaveeffectsforfuturepossibilitiesofaction.
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Parttwoconsistsofthethreearticlesandthusthemainanalyticalcontribution.Thefirstarticle5
 shows how voluntary social work in late 19th/early 20th century Copenhagen emerged as the
 resultofseveralcreativereinterpretationsoftheculturalschemasofrevivalistProtestantismas
 urban revivalists faced the social question. The Protestant reinterpretations are analyzed in
 terms of doctrine, ideals of community, and recipes for action. It is shown how Lutheran
 revivalist ideas at the same time encouraged, constrained, and shaped the voluntary social
 actionundertaken.


The second article presents a case study of the translation of the international Christian
 temperance movement to Denmark c. 1895 – 1938. Drawing on theoretical inspirations from
 thesociologyoftranslation,combinedwithculturalsociologyandfieldtheory,andanalyzinga
 large corpus of texts from the Blue Cross’ archives, the study shows how the Blue Cross
 temperanceorganization,establishedbyasmallgroupofCopenhagenevangelicals,managedto
 successfully translate central cultural forms and categories of the international movement to
 the national fields of moral reform and medical treatment. The article identifies three central
 forms of translation: Translation of cultural forms related to organization and theology,
 translationofresourcesfromthefieldofmoralreformtothatoftreatment,andtranslationas
 alignmentofinterest with the centralactorsin the twofields:TheLutheranevangelical Home
 Missionandthestate.Thetranslationofthetemperancemovementtobothfieldsworkedasa
 hedgefortheBlueCross,securingitssurvival,albeitatthecostofa‘translationofmission’from
 socialmovementorganizationtoserviceproviderforthestate.


The third article6studies the emergence of ‘illiberal’ policies in the field of Danish alcohol
 treatment 19001943 by showing the interpretive processes through which eugenic ideas and
 theoriesofdegenerationwereadaptedtotheideationaltraditionsofProtestantismandsocial
 democracy. Applying a third wave historical sociology approach, it is argued that these new


‘illiberal’ideasandpracticewerenottheresultofanovelmoderniststatedrivenethos,butofa
 continuation and reinterpretation of existing cultural schemas that designated criteria for


‘deservingness’. Theories of degeneration and ‘illiberal’ practices resonated with and were
 adapted to existing revivalist and social democratic interpretive frames. The endresult was a
 double frame alignment – an overlapping consensus spanning the civil society/state divide
 betweenactorswhowerecommittedtoopposingbutcomplementarycommunityideals.





5Inreview,EuropeanJournalofSociology/ArchivesEuropéennesdeSociologie.


6Inreview,SocialScienceHistory.
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In the concluding reflections and perspectives chapter, I conclude that the Christiansocial
 movement both innovated new vocabularies of motive for social engagement and broke with
 theboundariesofobligationofthe19thcentury,butbyincludingnewgroupsinthesystemof
 social provision, it also paved the way for paternalisticandrightsinfringingmeasuresin social
 policy. The chapter concludes with reflections on the implications of my findings for both
 research and practice. I do this on three levels: The role of Protestantism for noncontentious
 collectiveaction,theeffectsofProtestantvoluntaryactionontherelationtothemarginalized
 groups, and the role of voluntary social action in modern welfare societies. I argue that the
 Protestantrevivalistinitiativesconstituteanedifyingaswellasacautionarytaleforthepresent.



ϭ͘ϰŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐ


The main empirical contributions of the thesis are to be found in the three articles. The first
 articlesynthesizesexistingliteratureandpubliclyavailabletextstoprovidenewinsightsintothe
 interpretativeinnovationsthataccompaniedtheemergenceofvoluntarysocialworkinlate19th
 century Copenhagen. The identification and analysis of three distinctive strands of
 Protestantismmayserveasabasisforfurtherexplorationofthefaithandinterminglingofthese
 threestrands.ThetwoarticlesontheBlueCrosscontributenewinsightsonthisorganizationas
 part of the third strand of Protestant social work by utilizing hitherto unexamined archival
 material of an organization that has so far principally been studied by the organization’s own
 historians.7Inthisway,newknowledgeiscontributedtothehistoryofthedevelopmentofthe
 thirdsectorandthewelfarestateinDenmarkaswellastothehistoryofProtestantismandthe
 temperancemovementinDenmark.Specifically,inthesecondarticleIprovideinsightintothe
 strategies, alliances, and ideological compromises that were necessary for a Protestant
 temperanceorganizationtoexpandgreatly.Inthethirdarticle,Icontributetotheliteratureon
 the‘scientification’ofsocialpolicyasthewelfarestatewasdevelopinginthe1920sand1930s
 by drawing attention to the active role of the hitherto neglected third sector in this
 development. Both articles provide the basis for further exploration of the paths taken by
 similarorganizationsinvolvedinsocialprovision.Empiricalcontributionsarealsotobefoundin
 the framing chapter, where especially the conceptual history in chapter 3 provides a novel
 analyticalwayofunderstandingthedevelopmentofvoluntarisminDenmark.





7Thesehistorianshave,itshouldbeadded,studiedtheBlueCrossarchives.
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Theoretically, the concept of ‘noncontentious collective action’ introduced in the second
 chapterprovidesanovelconceptualizationofakindofcollectiveactionthatotherwisefallsin
 between the research fields of social movements, voluntarism, and welfare state research. In
 that chapter, I also utilize the analytical power of the concept of ‘awkwardness’ in relation to
 socialphenomenathatdonot‘fit’existingconceptualcategories.Inchapterfour,Idevelopthe
 concepts of Marcel Mauss and Karl Polanyi related to moral economy and giftgiving to grasp
 thereciprocalrelationsinvolvedinsocialprovision,especiallyforthesocalled‘undeserving’.In
 chapter 5, I develop from John Dewey’s pragmatism and Hans Joas’ novel historical
 methodologywhatIcallavaluationgenealogicalmethodologicalapproachasawayofactively
 engaging with historical developments and reconstructing creative junctures and problem
 situationsinhistory.



ϭ͘ϱEŽƚĞƐŽŶƚŚĞƵƐĞŽĨĐŽŶĐĞƉƚƐĂŶĚĂĐĂǀĞĂƚ


SomechallengesrelatedtotranslationwillinevitablyarisewhenonewritesonDanishhistorical
 developments in English. I refer throughout the thesis to ‘priest’ when referring to the official
 leader of a congregation rather than ‘vicar’, ‘minister’, or ‘pastor’. Different terms are used in
 differentChristian traditions, but‘priest’ isclosestto the most oftenusedconceptofpræstin
 theDanishnationalLutheranchurch.Likewise,ItranslateIndreMissiontoHomeMissionrather
 than Inner Mission, since I believe that the Christian missions targeting the already Christian
 population ‘at home’ emerged as a counter concept to the missions established abroad. The
 term Inner Mission of course also carries connotations to the subjective dimension of the
 mission, but I find that this context of emergence suggests ‘Home Mission’ as the better
 translation. The third conceptual note relates to my use of the adjectives ‘revivalist’ and


‘evangelical’.IusethesesynonymouslyinthethesissincetherevivalistsIdescriberevivedthe
Lutherantraditioninanevangelicalfashion,includingabeliefintheliteralreadingoftheBible,
thecentralityofbeing‘bornagain’,andaconservativesocialethics.Finally,acaveatisinplace
inrelationtothegenderbiasinthestudy.Whilewomenweremostactiveintheinitiativesthat
emerged in Copenhagen, they were not often the leaders of organizations or the authors of
programmaticstatements–ortheyfoundedseparate‘mirrororganizations’.Assuch,thefocus
on ideas and leaders in this thesis means that the thesis does not do justice to the role of
women. I refer the reader to Sidsel Eriksen’s biography of Lene Silfverberg, active in the
temperancemovementinseveralroles,foranexcellentstudyofthechallengesandpossibilities
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for women who engaged in moral reform in Denmark in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
 (Eriksen1993).
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ŚĂƉƚĞƌϮŶĂǁŬǁĂƌĚƐŽĐŝĂůŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ





WhiletheGrundtvigianmovementhasbeenpraisedpoliticallyandacademicallyasanimportant
 influence on the modern Danish welfare state, the Home Mission revivalist movement has
 mostlybeenignored,eventhoughithascontributedsubstantiallytotheDanishwelfarestate,
 as shown above. In part, this is probably due to the fact that no influential political actors
 adoptedtheideologyastheirown,asthefarmersandsmallholdersdidwithGrundtvigianism.It
 is,however,probablyalsoduetotherelatedfactthatwhereastheGrundtvigianmovementis
 easier to recognize as a social movement, the Home Mission is viewed as a purely religious
 movement with little impact beyond its own circles. Moreover, while the Grundtvigians are
 associatedwith‘cheerful’valuessuchastolerance,generaleducation(Bildung),andconsensus
 democracy, the Home Mission is associated with ‘somber’ values such as conservative gender
 norms,asceticism,andselfsufficiency.


FrancescaPollettahasusedtheterm‘awkward’fortypesofmovementsthat,becauseoftheir
 composition,goals,ortacticsdonotfitthewayweareusedtothinkingaboutsocialmovements
 andarethusdifficulttotheorize(Polletta2006).AsPollettaherselfpointsout,thereisnothing
 inherently awkward in any social phenomenon. The awkwardness occurs as the phenomenon
 challenges established ways of viewing the world. In this chapter, I will utilize the seemingly
 awkward properties of the Christiansocial movement to develop a conceptual framework
 adequate to this revivalist Protestant type of social action, and to reflect on the normative
 challengetosociologistsandtherebylaythegroundworkforanormativeposition.Iwilldothis
 throughasurveyoftheexistingliteratureontheChristiansocialmovementinDenmark,justas
 IwillseekinspirationinrecentdevelopmentsinUSAmericansocialmovementsliterature.The
 chapter isstructuredaround threeaspectsof awkwardness relatedto the movement: First, in
 terms of defining its boundaries. As described above, at least three separate yet interlinked


‘waves’ within the movement can be distinguished: A rural religious revivalist wave emerging
from the early 19th century revivals, but finding its form from the 1860s; an urban revivalist
wave that emerged in relation to the social question in late 19th century Copenhagen, and an
internationalwaveoccurringatthesametime,whereneworganizationalformsandtechniques
were adapted to Denmark. Do they form one or several movements? Second, the movement
willformanyscholarstodaybenormativelyawkwardsinceitwasahighlyconservativeandfor



(32)


18
 


some time a or antidemocratic movement – not so much internally as in their position to
 representative and parliamentary democracy. Third, the movement is conceptually awkward
 since it does not resemble the intuitive and most theoretical models we have of social
 movementsaspublicformsofprotestovermaterialgainorpoliticalinfluencethattargetsthe
 state.



Ϯ͘ϭĞůŝŶĞĂƚŝŶŐĂŶĂǁŬǁĂƌĚŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ


The first awkwardness involved in understanding the phenomenon at hand as a social
 movement is to delineate it empirically. The pivotal point of this thesis is constituted by the
 evangelicalcirclesinCopenhagenattheendofthe19thcentury.Theystoodinafieldoftension
 between on the one hand the domestic revivalist movements originating in the early 19th
 century that had divided into special branches of the national church in the 1850s and 1860s,
 andontheotherhandnewreligiousimpulsesfromabroad,especiallyBritainandUSAmerica,
 but also Germany, where revivalism had been coupled with social work and personal moral
 improvement. The question is how far this should be viewed as one or several social
 movements, and if it would be better to distinguish different types of ‘popular movements’


accordingtotheirreligious,cultural,economic,social,orpoliticalpurposes.


Let us start with a very generic definition of a social movement to get a sense of the social
 movementcharacterofthesubject:Asocialmovementiscollective,organizedactionthatrelies
 ontheactivityoftheparticipantsasitsprimaryresource,andwhichisformedwiththepurpose
 ofchangingsociety(Gundelach1988,24).


TherevivalistHomeMission(est.1861)doesnotimmediatelymeetthisdefinition,asitdefined
 itself as solely religious. It was concerned with the ‘one necessity’, the true faith, and nothing
 else.Itwasassuchnotformedtochangesociety.However,this‘truefaith’wasexpressedinan
 asceticlifestylethathadclearimplicationsforhowtodealwithquestionsofmoralconduct,i.e.


gender norms, singing and dancing, card games, and alcohol consumption. In effect, as I will
 show in article 2, it thus had a society changing vision, which would become evident as it
 confrontedtheemergenceoftemperancesocietiesthatchallengedtheMission’sprinciplesfor
 moralchange.


TheCopenhagenHomeMissionwasfoundedasabranchoftheruralHomeMission,butfaced
withthesocialquestioninthecapitalitsoonevolvedinthedirectionofamoresociallyengaged
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typeofChristianity.Theurbanrevivalistssoughttheologicalandpracticalinspirationabroadand
 canthusbeviewedaspartofalargerinternationalProtestantsocialmovementthatwasstrong
 inthelargecitiesinGermany,Britain,theUS,theotherNordiccountries,Switzerland,andthe
 Netherlands, and which was engaged in fighting prostitution, poverty, alcoholism and related
 social issues. Did the Copenhageners belong to the old revivalist movement or the new
 internationalsocialmovement?


Finally, international specialpurpose movements such as the temperance movement,
 movements to protect the youth, sexual abstinence movements etc. emerged at this point
 around organizations such as the YMCA and YWCA, Salvation Army, Church Army, Blue Cross,
 andtheWhiteCross.Thiswaveismosteasilyrecognizableasasocialmovementbecauseofits
 specialized organizations, its affinity with AngloAmerican Christianity, and its obvious
 transnational character. These movements were first taken up by individuals linked to the
 CopenhagenHomeMission,butwouldeventuallydevelopstronglinkstotheHomeMissionas
 such.Werethesemovementsseparatemovements,didtheyconstituteacommonmovement,
 and were they primarily part of the larger Christiansocial movement or the larger Home
 Missionmovement?


I argue that these questions are largely a matter of analytical perspective. All of the three
 strandsofthemovementwerepartoflargerinternationalmovements,butatthesametime,I
 argue that there are good reasons to view them as one developing movement in Denmark.


While there were internal disagreements in terms of the place of social work in Christianity,
 struggles over organizational control, and differences in ‘habitus’ especially between the rural
 andtheurbanrevivalists,thesecontroversiesprobablytestifytocommonalitiesratherthanthe
 opposite.Moreover,theorganizationalandpersonaltiesandacommondiscourseincreasingly
 different from other revivalists’ discourse, revolving around sin and salvation, indicate strong
 affinities.Iwillshowthisinarticle1.Finally,asthedustsettledovertheinternaldifferencesand
 the various strands of the movement took on institutionalized forms, they increasingly
 approachedeachothersothattheycametoconstituteacultural‘milieu’ora‘pillar’insociety
 alongside other cultural milieus such as social democracy or the Grundtvigian farmers’ milieu.


TheBlueCross,analyzedinarticles2and3,isanexcellentexampleasitwasstartedby‘third
wave’revivalistsinCopenhagenin1895,butgainedmostofitsfollowersinruralJutlandinthe
firstdecadesofthe20thcentury.Today,theorganizationhasitsheadquartersinJutlandandis
consideredpartoftheHomeMission‘family’(Larsen2010).
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WhiletheHomeMissionwasthusinitiallyexclusivelyfocusedonsalvation,itwasherethatthe
 interpretive and organizational seeds were sown for what would develop into the Christian
 socialmovement,andwhentheurbanrevivalistsstartedinnovatingnewformsofsocialwork,
 theruralHomeMissionquicklyadaptedandtookupsimilartypesofreligionbasedsocialwork.


The principle of selforganizing and a potentially worldchanging vision, central to social
 movements, were thus present in the rural Home Mission, but would be developed further in
 the capital, where specialized singlepurpose organizational forms of collective action would
 develop,suchastheChristiantemperancemovement.


Themovement,however,remainsethicallyawkwardbecauseofitsconservativestancesandat
 timesharshcondemninglanguageof‘sin’,justasitremainsconceptuallyawkwardbecausethe


‘worldchangingvision’wasnotcarriedoutinacontentiousfashion.



Ϯ͘ϮŶĞƚŚŝĐĂůůǇĂǁŬǁĂƌĚŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ


The second awkwardness relates to the question of how to value the movement. Danish
 scholars have on the one hand praised the Copenhagen social entrepreneurs as champions of
 thepoorandfoundingfathersofthewelfarestate,whileothershavesuggestedthatthesocial
 initiatives were merely an attempt to control the poor and create a social order based on
 conservative, bourgeois and patriarchal ideals.8I will now seek to tease out these different
 pointsofviewinordertopointinthedirectionofamoresituatedapproachtovaluationthatI
 willexpandoninchapter5.


ThemorebenevolentreadingofthesocialrevivalistscomesfromagroupofDanishhistorians
 whostudy the influencesProtestantism and theattitudes ofchurchpeople ontheDanishand
 Nordicwelfarestates(Hansenetal.2010;Petersen2003a,2016b,2016a;Schjørring2005).Iwill
 highlight one example here. The welfare historian Jørn Henrik Petersen claims that the
 voluntarysocialorganizationsrootedinrevivalistcirclestookontheroleof‘spokespersons’for
 marginalized groups in society as an alternative to the poor relief system in late 19th century
 


8The problem is somewhat related to the problem of ‘bad civil society’ (Berman 1997): How should we
 dealwithorganizationsthatmobilizeincivilsocietyforcausesthatviolateourunderstandingofwhatitmeans
 tobe‘civil’?Thishasledsomeresearcherstoconcludethatwhilesuchactorsmaybeincivilsociety,theyare
 notofcivilsociety(JeanCohen’sdistinctioninapaperonpopulismpresentedataconferenceoncivilsociety
 inCopenhagen,May23rdand24th2017).Theywouldnotmeetthenormativerequirementsofacivilsociety
 organizationproper.
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