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Abstract  


On 16 March 2014 the residents of Crimea woke up in Ukraine, and went to bed in what claimed to 
 be the Independent Republic of Crimea. Two days later, President Vladimir Putin and the leaders of 
 Crimea signed an agreement to absorb Crimea into the Russian Federation. Russia’s interference in 
 Crimea  startled  the  international  community,  who  immediately  imposed  sanction  on  Russia  as  a 
 consequence of what they claimed to be an illegal annexation of Crimea. While traditional realist 
 theory  of  international  relations  might  appear  to  best  explain  Russia’s  foreign  policy  towards 
 Crimea, political events are without exception, accompanied by competing narratives. This thesis 
 navigates  the  Putin  regime’s  discourse  on  the  ‘return’  of  Crimea  and  examines  which  theory  of 
 international  relations  explains  their  discourse  best:  realism  or  liberalism.  In  order  to  fully 
 understand the discourse, the shared fate and fortune between Russia and Ukraine is accounted for 
 with special emphasis on Crimea. The thesis uses Fairclough’s model for critical discourse analysis 
 to make sense of the regime’s discourse before discussing which theory explains it best. The thesis’ 


main  finding  is  that  the  historical,  cultural,  and  identical  ties  between  the  two  Slavic  nations 
 constitute  large  parts  of  the  regime’s  discourse.  These  elements,  however,  are  not  familiar  to  the 
 realist theory of IR, and are largely inconsistent with the regime’s general worldview. The discourse 
 is ambiguous because it is liberal and realist at the same time. Accordingly, neither the realist nor 
 the liberal theory of IR explains the discourse best; rather it portrays a neorealist regime ‘hiding’ 


beneath a liberal discourse.  


Key words: Russia, Crimea, Ukraine, International Relations (IR), Discourse, Discourse Analysis, 
Realism, Liberalism  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  


1.1 Introduction 


WE  LIVE  IN  A  WORLD  that  bears  little  resemblance  to  that  of  a  few  decades  ago.  It  is  both 
 networked and fractured, both full of promise and full of danger. It is characterized by cooperation 
 but  increasingly  also  war  and  conflicts.  On  16  March  2014  the  residents  of  Crimea  woke  up  in 
 Ukraine, and went to bed in what claimed to be the Independent Republic of Crimea (see Map 1.1). 


Two  days  later  on  18  March,  President  Vladimir  Putin  and  the  leaders  of  Crimea  signed  an 
 agreement to absorb Crimea into the Russian Federation (hereinafter: Russia). Russia’s interference 
 in  Crimea  and  the  subsequent  ‘return’  of  Crimea  to  Russia  sent  shock  waves  through  the 
 international community, initiating a territorial dispute between Russia, Ukraine and the West. Two 
 years later the situation is still characterized by unrest and conflict.  


There is a continuing debate about whether the ‘return’ of Crimea to Russia was an annexation or a 
 reunification.  The  Western  world  has  claimed  that  the  annexation  was  in  clear  violation  of 
 international  law,  and  has  consequently  introduced  economic  sanctions  against  Russia.  Russia,  in 
 contrast, has claimed its legitimate right for Crimea to reunite with Russia, through a referendum, in 
 which the people of Crimea voted to reunite with Russia and leave Ukraine behind. This implies 
 that there are different ways of understanding the same reality.  


With the naked eye, Russia’s intervention mimics the realist theory of international relations (IR), 
 but political events however, are without exception, accompanied by competing narratives (Owen 


& Inboden, 2015). Producing and presenting a discourse is a complementary step to an action, and 
the words and phrases of great powers resonate. The aim of this thesis is to navigate the Russian 
narrative  in  order  to  conclude  which  theory  of  IR  explains  their  discourse  best.  The  Russian 
discourse on the ‘return’ of Crimea is thus the fulcrum of this thesis.  
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Map 1.1: The Independent Republic of Crimea  


 (Shutterstock, 2014) 


1.2 Purpose and research question


The  purpose  of  this  thesis  is  neither  to  conclude  whether  the  takeover  of  Crimea  was  an  illegal 
 annexation or a reunification, nor to take sides. Rather the purpose is to shed some new light on the 
 Putin regime’s discourse in justifying and legitimising their interference in Crimea, and conclude 
 whether the discourse confirms to the realist or liberal theory of IR. In this regard I put forward the 
 following  research  question:  How  can  theories  of  international  relations  account  for  the  Putin 
 regime’s discourse on the ‘return’ of Crimea to Russia?  


The  realist  and  the  liberal  theories  have  been  chosen,  as  they  are  more  specific  to  IR,  and  it  is  a 
 deliberate choice to omit the constructivist theory of IR. Constructivism is not specific to the study 
 of war and peace in IR, and constructivism is not expected to take the thesis much further than to 
 conclude that each constructs their own reality. It is expected that the realist and liberal theory of IR 
 will help the analysis further.  


1.3 Scope  


The scope of this thesis is directly guided by the research question. It is limited to examining only 
 those aspects that help answer the research question. Other aspects will be disregarded. The focus in 
 this thesis is on the Putin regime’s discourse (justification and legitimisation) in regards to Crimea’s 


‘return’  to  Russian  jurisdiction. Western  spectators  often  consider  Russian  foreign  policy  as 
somewhat  mysterious:  “Russia:  it  is  a  riddle  wrapped  in  a  mystery  inside  an  enigma”  Winston 
Churchill  said  in  1939  (Churchill,  2014).  It  is  not  always  quite  clear  what  the  driving-forces  or 
motives  are,  or  rather;  they  are  not  easily  conceivable  for  the  (western)  mind. Although  a  vivid 



(9)debate  has  flourished  in  the  aftermath  of  this  territorial  dispute  in  regards  to  sanctions,  trade 
 restrictions,  motives  and  the  relations  between  Russia  and  the  West,  these  areas  fall  beyond  the 
 confines  of  this  thesis.  Likewise,  the  current  events  relating  to  the  war  on  ISIS  that  Russia  is 
 actively participating in, and the relation between Russia and Turkey also fall beyond the confines 
 of the research question.  


It is hereafter important to note that the ‘return’ of Crimea and the conflict in Eastern Ukraine are 
 two separate things. The unrest in Eastern Ukraine falls beyond the confines of this thesis, however 
 as it paved the way for Russia to enter Crimea, it has been included in the historical chapter, and 
 serves as context in the following analysis.  


Finally it could seem obvious to include a chapter on Russian foreign policy: from the beginning of 
 the perestroika years to the final end of the Cold War and the presidencies of Yeltsin, Medvedev 
 and Putin. This element, however, also falls beyond the confines of this thesis, because the thesis is 
 specifically on Crimea and not on Russia’s foreign policy in general.  


One of the reasons why this conflict is so complex is because there are multiple parties involved. 


The secessionists, the state, observers from the ‘outside’: EU member states, the United States (US) 
 the  United  Nations  (UN),  and  then  of  course  there  is  Russia  (Borgen,  2015).  However,  the 
 international  community,  their  position  and  opinions  are  not  described  in  detail,  as  this  also  falls 
 beyond the scope of the research question. 


1.4 How this thesis stands out from previous research 


This research allows building on and complementing other bodies of theoretical work. Books upon 
books  have  been  written  about  Russian  foreign  policy,  trying  to  place  it  within  a  theoretical 
framework.  This  thesis  is  likewise  an  attempt  to  place  the  Putin  regime’s  foreign  policy  towards 
Crimea  within  a  theoretical  framework,  however  looking  at  the  discursive  formation  about  the 
action, rather than the action itself. Recently published books: ‘Russian Approaches to International 
Law’  by  Laurii  Mälksoo  and  ‘Aggression  Against  Ukraine’  by  Thomas  D.  Grant  also  address 
Crimea  returning  to  Russia  in  2014.  But  where  Mälksoo  deals  with  Russia’s  conception  of 
international law and combines three different problem areas (how international law has historically 
been  construed  in  Russia,  how  it  is  theorised  and  understood  in  today’s  Russia,  and,  how  ideas 
about international law have shaped state practice and post-Soviet Russia) to understand Russia’s 
general  approaches  to  international  law,  Grant  attempts  to  explain  the  entire  event  within  a  legal 
framework only. 
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1.5 Structure of the thesis  


To  answer  the  complex  research  question,  we  must  start  by  simplifying. Chapter  2  provides  an 
 account of the methodological framework. The methodological framework determines the way the 
 research  question  is  answered  and  the  methodological  choices,  considerations  and  approach  are 
 therefore  thoroughly  explained  and  justified  in  chapter  2. Chapter  3  presents  the  theoretical 
 framework:  realism  and  liberalism.  In  addition,  the  chapter  introduces  selected  aspects  of 
 international  law,  which  are  relevant  for  this  thesis  as  it  examines  an  international  legal  conflict. 


Chapter 4 presents the historical background. It is necessary to take into account a longue durée 
 perspective of the historical context and the relationship between Russia and Ukraine. The fact that 
 Russia and Ukraine have belonged to the same state structure through centuries and both nations 
 belong to the East Slavic tribe implies that their cultural identity and languages are firmly rooted in 
 similar soil - although they have developed partly in different directions (Sigurðsson, 2015). History 
 also  presents  numerous  conflicts  between  Ukraine  and  Russia,  especially  over  the  territory  of 
 Crimea.  A  deeper  understanding  of  the  historical  context  is  necessary,  as  the  somewhat  tense 
 relationship between the two post-Soviet republics to some extent underpins their actions, but it is 
 especially  important  because  history  is  being  used  as  a  Russian  justification  of  the  ‘return’  of 
 Crimea.  


The analysis consists of two steps and is presented in chapter 5 and 6. Chapter 5 (the first step) is a 
 content  analysis,  which  serves  the  purpose  of  identifying  topics  in  the  Putin  regime’s  narrative. 


Chapter 6 (the second step) is a discussion of the realist and liberal theory of IR, which is applied 
 to the results of step 1. In chapter 7 the thesis finally sums up in a conclusion. Figure 1 is a visual 
 presentation of the structure of the thesis.  


Figure 1: Structure of the thesis  


Chapter 2         Chapter 3       Chapter 4  Chapter 5         Chapter 6         Chapter 7 


Discussion 
 of IR 
 theories 


Conclusion 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY  


THIS CHAPTER WILL SET the methodological approach that will be used to answer the research 
 question. The chapter starts with briefly clarifying specific expressions used in the thesis. Hereafter 
 follows  the  research  philosophy  (ontology),  followed  by  a  presentation  of  the  research  approach. 


Finally the method and data collection method is presented. This chapter is structured progressively, 
 i.e.  the  ontology  contributes  to  the  development  of  the  research  approach,  which  subsequently 
 drives the methodological choices.  


2.1 Clarifications 


This  thesis  uses  the  expression  ‘return’,  as  the  idea  is  neither  to  conclude  if  the  ‘return’  was  an 
 annexation or reunification: the expression is considered value neutral and therefore does not take 
 sides. In addition, the thesis uses the expression ‘The Putin regime’ when referring to Russia and 
 their foreign policy. This exact expression is chosen instead of the Kremlin or Russia, so as to refer 
 to  one  particular  political  system.  It  helps  identify  a  specific  point  in  time  in  the  Russian  state 
 policy,  which  is  relevant  for  this  thesis.  Similarly  ‘the  West’  or  ‘the  international  community’  is 
 used when referring to the European Union (EU), the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
 and the US amongst other. This expression is simply an ease of expression. 


2.2 Philosophical positioning  


Choosing the ‘right’ philosophical positioning is important. The philosophical position is recurrent 
 throughout  the  thesis,  and  dictates  the  methodological  measures  that  follow.  There  are  several 
 paradigms, which differ in terms of their understanding of three fundamental theoretical questions: 


ontology, epistemology and methodology (M. Saunders, Lewis, & Thornhill, 2009). 


In this thesis the philosophical positioning is as follows:  


o  The  ontological  vision  is  that  there  exists  a  reality  independent  of  my  observations  and 
 knowledge of it.  


o  The  epistemological  view  is  that  it  is  possible  to  gather  knowledge  about  reality,  but  that 
 this knowledge will always be represented in an element of uncertainty.  


o  I  view  that  both  qualitative  and  quantitative  method  is  appropriate  to  obtain  valid  and 
 relevant knowledge.  


As a consequence, critical realism is the chosen philosophical positioning of this thesis.  
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2.2.1 Critical realism  


Critical realism argues for a new ontology, thus a critical realist research philosophy offers a third 
 way between the two main methodological traditional philosophies: constructivism and naturalism 
 (positivism)  (Bhaskar,  2008),  blending  some  of  the  most  attractive  features  from  both  (Moses  & 


Knutsen, 2007). Critical realism criticises constructivism and naturalism for being too unilateral and 
 not  including  the  necessity  of  a  more  structured  and  differentiated  account  of  reality  in  which 
 difference,  stratification  and  change  is  central  (Bhaskar,  2008).  At  its  ontological  core,  critical 
 realism comes closest to naturalism, as they recognise the existence of a ‘Real World’ independent 
 of  our  experience  or  knowledge  about  it  (M.  Saunders  et  al.,  2009).  But  the  more  complicated 
 reality  gets,  the  closer  critical  realism  comes  to  the  constructivist’  position  (Moses  &  Knutsen, 
 2007). The reason for this is that the critical realist approach understands reality as more than the 
 truth  itself  -  there  are  many  layers  (stratification)  to  the  truth  (Moses  &  Knutsen,  2007)  and 
 production of new knowledge builds upon existing knowledge (Bhaskar, 2008).  


The  English  philosopher,  Roy  Bhaskar,  is  regarded  as  the  ‘father’  of  critical  realism.  Bhaskar 
 reasons that critical realism is an objectivist, yet ‘fallibilist’, theory of knowledge.1 (Bhaskar, 2008). 


Bhaskar  argues  that reality  has  depth  and  that  knowledge  can  penetrate  more  or  less  deeply  into 
 reality, without ever reaching the 'bottom'. This means that the ‘truth’ can never be fully uncovered 
 and  that  knowledge will  always  be  represented  with  an  element  of  uncertainty  (Bhaskar,  2008). 


This  requires  the  researcher  to  penetrate  the  immediate  observable  surface  to  identify  the  deep, 
 underlying  structures  (layers)  that  will  serve  as  the  foundation  for  the  research.  With  this 
 ontological understanding critical realism allows for a ‘two step’ understanding of the world. First, 
 the  ‘thing  itself’  and  the  sensations  it  conveys.  Second,  the  mental  processing  that  happens 
 sometime after the sensation meets our senses (M. Saunders et al., 2009). In other words, what we 
 see is only part of the bigger picture (or the depth as Bhaskar calls it). If we want to understand 
 what is going on in the social world, we must also understand the social structures that have given 
 rise to the ‘thing itself’ (M. Saunders et al., 2009).  


Critical realism is favourable to this thesis, as it allows benefiting from both the constructivist and 
 naturalist  approach.  The  thesis  undertakes  a  critical  discourse  analysis  that  embodies  a  strong 
 constructivist  view  of  the  social  world  (Phillips  &  Hardy,  2002),  however  still  allowing  for  the 
                                                                                                                                                                         


1   Bhaskar   did   not   initially   use   the   term   ‘Critical   Realism’.   The   philosophy   was   called   'Transcendental   Realism'   by   
Bhaskar.   In   his   later   book   the   term   changed   to   'Critical   Naturalism'.   The   term   ‘Critical   Realism'   is   a   combination   
of   Transcendental   Realism   and   Critical   Naturalism   and   is   an   umbrella   term.  



(13)involvement of the realist theoretical framework, which is closely linked to naturalism as a research 
 philosophy. The benefits of critical realism’s two-step approach are equally visible in the analysis, 
 which  is  divided  into  content  (the  thing  itself)  and  context  (the  underlying  processes).  Choosing 
 critical realism as research philosophy thus allows manoeuvring in between the two methodological 
 traditional philosophies.  


2.3 Research approach  


Critical realism recognises many layers of the truth and therefore share with constructivism that the 
 world  is  complex.  Regarding  methodology  or  how  to  ‘uncover  the  truths’,  critical  realists  is 
 compatible with several research methods - the choice simply depends on the nature of the object of 
 study and what one wants to learn about it (Sayer, 1999). Methodological approaches are broadly 
 defined as either inductive approach (also called exploratory) or deductive (also called conclusive) 
 (M. Saunders et al., 2009). Figure 2 shows that where the inductive approach departs in a specific 
 observation  and  moves  towards  broader  generalisations  and  theories,  the  deductive  approach 
 departs in a general theory and moves towards something more specific (Govier, 2010). This thesis 
 undertakes  an  inductive  research  approach.  The  study  came  to  life  from  the  observation  that 
 Russia’s foreign policy towards Crimea was somewhat inconsistent with their way of legitimising 
 it.  I  conducted  a  preliminary  interview  and  started  to  see  patterns  in  the  way  the  Putin  regime 
 justified and legitimised their involvement in the ‘return’ of Crimea. Not all topics in the discourse 
 fitted  perfectly  into  the  realist  theory  of  IR,  and  the  research  is  thus  steered  by  the  inductive 
 approach to find whether the realist or liberal theory IR supports the observations better.  


Figure 2: Inductive and deductive levels of analysis  


Inductive  Deductive 


Source: own contribution on the basis of (M. Saunders et al., 2009) 
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2.4 Method and data collection  


As previously described, the thesis is a two-step analysis as it firstly presents a content analysis and 
 secondly a discussion of IR theories. The empirical data for the analysis is a combination of primary 
 and  secondary  data.  The  primary  data  is  collected  through  a  semi-structured  interview  with  an 
 expert.  The  secondary  data  collection  is  written  and  non-written  material.  The  data  is  treated 
 differently, as the interview is not subject to a discourse analysis. The purpose of the interview is to 
 act as supportive data to help identify the Putin regime’s discourses. The collection of secondary 
 data is the subject of the analysis.  


2.4.1 Primary data  


The primary data collection was gathered by the use of a qualitative research approach.  


2.4.2 Qualitative method  


The  primary  data  is  collected  using  a  semi-structured  expert  interview.  The  interview  is  a 
 qualitative  non-standardized,  one  to  one  and  face-to-face  interview.  The  interview  serves  two 
 purposes: it serves the purpose of identifying recurring topic in the regime’s overall discourse on 
 Crimea, and it helps place the content of the topics into categories. In addition the interview adds 
 insight into where Russia positions itself within the liberal and realist theories of IR through their 
 discourse.  


In addition the interview provides an overall in-depth understanding of Russian foreign policy from 
 an  expert,  who  has  knowledge  from  inside  Russia.  An  interview  is  chosen  as  it  allows  for 
 elaboration  where  there  is  a  lack  of  understanding  or  where  there  is  a  need  for  a  deeper 
 understanding (M. Saunders et al., 2009). 


2.4.2.1 Interview set up  


2.4.2.1.1 Interview grid 


A semi-structured interview is based on an interview grid with questions that have been prepared 
prior to the interview (M. Saunders et al., 2009). There are several ways to conduct an interview, 
however the semi-structured interview guide is consciously chosen as it allows for a certain amount 
of  flexibility  in  the  actual  interview.  The  pre-produced  interview  guide  allows  in-depth  specific 
questions, and the semi-structured interview allows the interviewer to deviate somewhat from the 
interview guide, when found relevant (M. Saunders et al., 2009). The semi-structured interview grid 
is chosen as it allows for flexibility as well as further information to arise during the interview. It 



(15)allows  for  the  opportunity  of  turning  the  interview  in  a  different  direction  than  planned  and 
 mentions  sub-topics,  which  the  interviewer  had  not  considered.  This  semi-structured  interview  is 
 especially  suitable  if  the  interviewer’s  research  refers  to  an  extensive  problem  area,  where  it  is 
 necessary to discover which issues are relevant in order to understand the situation (M. Saunders et 
 al., 2009). This methodological approach is beneficial as it makes it possible to confirm discourses 
 found in the data prior to the interview. In addition the method allows for further discourse topics to 
 arise and be investigated during the interview. A questionnaire or a structured interview grid would 
 simply not allow for this to arise and be explored during the interview.  


The  interview  grid  is  a  set  of  questions  which  purpose  is  to  steer  the  interview  in  the  direction 
 needed to ultimately answer the research question (M. Saunders et al., 2009). I designed my own 
 research questions and they were formulated precisely as to avoid any misunderstanding between 
 the  interviewee  and  I  or  to  digress  from  the  focus  of  the  interview  –  however  still  allowing  for 
 flexibility.  The  interview  guide  can  be  found  in  appendix  1.  The  answers  from  the  first  four 
 questions are not included in the transcript in order to protect the identity of the interviewee.  


2.4.2.1.2 Presentation of data  


The data is presented in full length and can be found in appendix 2. The interview is transcribed 
 word-by-word  as  to  present  the  direct  reference.  The  full-length  transcript  makes  it  easier  to 
 interpret  the  data  and  makes  the  interview  more  valid  and  reliable,  as  the  direct  reference  is 
 presented. The interview was conducted in Danish, as both the interviewee and I are Danish, thus 
 the  interview  is  transcribed  in  Danish.  The  passages  used  in  the  following  are,  as  a  consequence 
 thereof, translated into English. This inevitably entails an element of uncertainty to the reliability, 
 however the uncertainty is not considered strong enough, and the interview is therefore included.  


2.4.2.1.3 Choice of interview participant  


The  interview  participant  has  been  chosen  on  the  basis  of  the  participant’s  expertise.  The 
interviewee  has  lived  and  worked  as  a  Danish  diplomat  in St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  Today  the 
interviewee is an established policy analyst, pundit and commentator on the post-Soviet space. The 
interviewee and I had prior to the interview been introduced through a work-related arrangement, 
thus there was an ease of access.   
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2.4.2.1.4 Interview situation  


The  established  work-related  relation  allowed  for  a  relaxed  and  comfortable  atmosphere.  The 
 interview took place in a neutral setting in order to make the interviewee feel comfortable and to 
 talk freely.  


2.4.2.1.5 Reliability 


It  has  been  possible  to  conduct  only  one  interview  despite  of  repeated  attempts  to  gather  more 
 interviews to support the thesis’ foundation. An in-depth interview with the Embassy of the Russian 
 Federation in the Kingdom of Denmark has been desired. Throughout the first three months of this 
 thesis a limited mail correspondence with the Embassy of the Russian Federation in the Kingdom of 
 Denmark was established and an interview kindly requested. Unfortunately it was not possible to 
 arrange  such  an  interview.  The  Embassy  of  the  Russian  Federation  in  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark 
 appeared  to  have  a  restricted  approach  as  regards  to  disclosure  of  information.  The  email 
 correspondence was followed up by a phone call from the Embassy of the Russian Federation in the 
 Kingdom of Denmark asking for an elaboration of choice of topic. The request was met, however 
 the correspondence did not materialise after this conversation. The Russian News Agency TASS in 
 Denmark  have  equally  been  reached  out  to  through  multiple  attempts,  without  any  response.  In 
 addition the Russian Centre for Science and Culture in Denmark has been contacted; however the 
 request was directed back to the Russian Embassy. I had ease of access to one interview participant, 
 and  even  the  conducted  interview  was  difficult  to  arrange.  This  demonstrates  that  is  it  a  very 
 complex field with limited access to data, which supports the relevance of this thesis.  


As there is only one interview it is difficult to test for reliability through a crosscut of sources and 
 check for cohesion. The interviewee is chosen on the base of expertise and it is believed that the 
 interviewee was honest. There is no reason to believe otherwise, as the interviewee was not coerced 
 to participate in the interview, nor did the interviewee’s attitude give any reasons not to trust the 
 expertise. Overall cohesion and consistency between the responds from the interview and the other 
 sources are comparable.  


2.4.3 Secondary data 


Secondary  data  provides  easily  accessible  and  quickly  obtainable  information  in  accordance  with 
the subject of interest (M. Saunders et al., 2009). The secondary data in this thesis is gathered from 
the English version of the Russian President’s official website: http://en.kremlin.ru and the English 



(17)version  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs’  website:  http://mid.ru/en.  The  English  version  of  the 
 Russian  President’s  official  website  publishes  news  about  the President’s  activities,  transcripts, 
 photographs, video and audio recordings of events involving his participation, texts of documents 
 signed  by  the  President,  information  on  trips  and  visits,  messages,  and  other  current  information 
 relating to the work of the President and Presidential Executive Office. The English version of the 
 Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs’  website  publishes  announcement,  transcripts  of  statements  and 
 speeches by the Minister of Foreign affairs, Sergey Lavrov, speeches by the official representatives 
 amongst other.  


The secondary data extracted from the English version of the two websites are written material in 
 the form of transcripts of official speeches, statements and interviews delivered by President Putin 
 and Foreign Minister Lavrov. The transcripts are considered documentary secondary data, as they 
 are  written  material.  The  common  denominator  for  the  data  is  that  they  -  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
 degree - touch upon Crimea.  


The data was originally delivered (either spoken or written) in the Russian language, and have been 
 translated into English prior to being published on the website. Therefore, the data is categorised as 
 secondary, as it has been processed and is therefore the translator’s interpretation.  


The chosen topic entails some limitations. I do not read, speak nor write Russian or Ukrainian. This 
 is  undoubtedly  a  limitation  in  terms  of  accessing  parts  of  the  data.  The  documents  are  official 
 government  documents,  why  it  is  assumed  that  the  translations  are  correct;  however  it  is  not 
 possible  to  have  this  confirmed.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  make  sure  that  all  relevant  speeches  are 
 translated into English, consequently it is unknown what I am ‘missing out on’. This is, however, 
 taken into account in the epistemological standpoint under which it was clarified that it is possible 
 to gather knowledge about reality, but that this knowledge will always be represented in an element 
 of uncertainty. The data has been selected on the basis of a certain timeframe. The timeframe spans 
 from March 2014 till present day, which is the timeframe from the ‘return’ of Crimea to Russian 
 jurisdiction to the latest interview by the president Putin regarding Crimea. All documents from the 
 websites within this timeframe have been reviewed to ensure all relevant data was included in the 
 following analysis.  


2.5 Discourse analysis  


The  thesis  applies  a  critical  discourse  analysis  (CDA)  to  analyse  the  Putin  regime’s  discourse. 


Discourse  analysis  represents  not  only  a  method,  but  also  a  methodology.  Discourse  analysis 
embodies a strong constructivist view of the social world (Phillips & Hardy, 2002), thus choosing 
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critical realism as the overarching philosophical positioning shows its advantages. Critical realism 
 allows  for  this  ‘shift’  towards  a  more  constructivist  method. Discourse  analysis  is  a  general  term 
 that covers an extremely wide variety of approaches to the analysis of language (M. Saunders et al., 
 2009). Discourse is the collection of words and letterings we choose when we write or speak and by 
 choosing specific words we demonstrate our attitude towards what we talk about. Language is not 
 neutral  and  innocent  –  it  is  often  value  laden  and  consists  of  attitudes  and  judgments,  which  the 
 sender  conveys  to the  receiver,  thus  language  create  opinions  and  influence  our  attitudes  (M. 


Saunders et al., 2009). When we choose our words, we express an attitude and opinion. Whether we 
 use the word freedom fighter or terrorist is an expression of our attitude and opinion.  


Discourse  analysis  is  all  about  text  analysis.  Every  text  contains  interpretations  and  in  order  to 
 understand these it is necessary to analyse the discourse. When we combine text with social- and 
 discursive practices, we are working with CDA (Pedersen, 2009). The CDA is chosen, as it does not 
 limit the analysis to text, but include context and theory in order to make sense of the content.  


2.5.1 Critical discourse analysis  


The additional qualitative method in this thesis is CDA. According to the Dutch scholar Teun A. 


van  Dijk,  a  CDA  ‘should  describe  and  explain  how  power  abuse  is  enacted,  reproduced  or 
 legitimated by the talk and text of dominant groups and institutions’ (Dijk, 1997:84). In this thesis 
 legitimisation  is  the  core  research,  and  a  CDA  is  consequently  considered  useful.  The  work  of 
 Norman  Fairclough  is  central  when  operating  within  CDA.  CDA  applies  a  social  constructivist 
 approach, characterized by four premises. The premises are not specific to CDA, but common to all 
 discourse analysis approaches (Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002):  


-‐  A critical approach to taken-for-granted knowledge 
 -‐  Historical and cultural specificity 


-‐  Link between knowledge and social processes  


-‐  Link between knowledge and social action (Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002:5) 


These  are  general  philosophical  assumptions  that  underpin  most  discourse  analytical  approach 
(Laclau  and  Mouffe’s  discourse  theory  and  discursive  phycology).  What  can  be  interpreted  from 
this is a constructivist worldview where knowledge of the world should not be treated as objective 
truth.  The  way  in  which  we  understand  the  world  is  historically  and  culturally  specific  and 
contingent (Phillips & Hardy, 2002). This means that our worldviews and our identities could have 



(19)been  different  had  our  society  looked  different  or  had  there  been  event  in  our  history  that  had 
 proceeded differently. In addition, the premises mean that our ways of understanding the world is 
 created and maintained by social processes (Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002).  


From  these  four  general  assumptions  the  different  discourse  analytical  approaches  take  off 
 separately. Where discourse theory believes that society is constructed by discourses and the entire 
 society can be interpreted through discourse analysis, Fairclough’s approach is more nuanced, as it 
 includes the whole context, the actions and everything around the discourse (Fairclough, 1995).  


2.5.2 Fairclough’s three-dimensional model for CDA  


Fairclough  has  constructed  a  useful  framework  for  the  CDA,  which  this  section  will  explain. 


Fairclough’s CDA does not limit the analysis to text, thus serves this thesis better than Laclau and 
 Mouffe’s discourse theory. The thesis uses Fairclough’s CDA to the extent that it fits the purpose of 
 the research question. This means that I ‘cherry-pick’ from Fairclough’s analytical approach. The 
 CDA  is  not  the  end  itself;  rather  it  is  the  means  to  an  end.  Remembering  that  critical  realism 


‘requires  the  researcher,  to  penetrate  the  immediate  observable  surface  to  identify  the  deep, 
 underlying structures’ (from critical realism section above), the following discourse analysis serves 
 as a content analysis in order to ‘dig deeper’ and uncover the underlying layers in the discussion.  


Fairclough  does  not  believe  that  society  can  be  interpreted  from  text  analysis  alone.  Fairclough 
criticises  other  linguistic  approaches  for  their  simplistic  and  superficial  understanding  of  the 
relationship  between  text  and  society,  and  claims  that  text  analysis  alone  is  not  sufficient  for 
discourse  analysis  (Jørgensen  &  Phillips,  2002).  The  involvement  of  the  social  practice  beyond 
discourse  analysis  is  necessary  in  order  to  gain  insight  into  the  discursive  practice  (Fairclough, 
1995). Fairclough thus goes beyond the traditional interpretation and involves the social practices, 
which is the same as context. In this case the context is content of the data that does not specifically 
deal with Crimea. The reason for this lies in the way Fairclough defines the discursive practice – 
namely as something that exists between the social practice and the text. This is illustrated in the 
figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Fairclough’s three-dimensional model for critical discourse analysis  


  
 Source: (Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002:68) 


Dimension one is about text – either spoken, written or visual images. Dimension one is concerned 
 with  how  text  is  produced  (created),  what  it  is  trying  to  achieve,  and  how  it  achieves  its  aims 
 (Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002). Dimension two is about discursive practice through which texts are 
 produced  and  consumed  (received  and  interpreted).  This  enables  the  types  of  interpretations  that 
 might  be  made  of  the  text.  Dimension  three  is  about  social  practice  and  context  and  examines 
 propositions in text (M. Saunders et al., 2009). The discursive practice, cf. figure 3, is illustrated as 
 the line between the texts and the social practice. The social practice affects the texts, but it happens 
 through the discursive practice (Fairclough, 1995). The discourse practice is the way in which texts 
 are produced and consumed or more specifically which genres and discourses that are used - but 
 this is also affected by the social practice. The discourse is a form of social practice, which both 
 constitutes the social world and is constituted by other social practices (Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002). 


This is what Fairclough labels the dialectical relationship.  


As the chapter started by pointing out, the analysis only use Fairclough’s CDA to extent that it fits 
the  purpose  of  the  research  question:  in  this  case  as  a  tool  to  combine  content  with  context  and 
theory. Therefore a detailed explanation of Fairclough’s model will not be provided. Fairclough’s 
CDA is applied as it does not limit the analysis to text, but allows for the involvement the whole 
context around the discourses. The following analysis will therefore not emphasise text analysis, but 
emphasise content and context. The critical discourse analysis will be based on the secondary data . 



(21)2.6 Method criticism: limitations and reflections 


The scope of this thesis is directly guided by the research question and due to the extent it is limited 
 to undertaking only those aspects that help answer the research question going forward. The chosen 
 qualitative method, CDA, consequently has limitations, which are considered in the following.  


CDA is not politically neutral. Contrary it is politically committed to social change along the lines 
 of  more  equal  power  relations  in  communication  processes  and  society  in  general  (Jørgensen  & 


Phillips, 2002). I do not however, focus on the social nor cultural change. I am only interested in the 
 content of the discourses. It may be likely that I find such changes throughout the analysis. Even 
 though  these  are  not  an  interest  in  regard  to  this  thesis,  as  it  is  not  fully  relevant  to  the  research 
 question  at  hand,  I  still  find  a  CDA  very  useful  and  an  appropriate  tool  to  analyse  the  regime’s 
 discourse as it allows for combination of CDA with a second theory.  


A reflective approach towards the interpretation of the sources applied has been adopted. Since the 
 majority of scholarly contributions to theories of IR stem from the West, the vast majority of the 
 literature used in the theoretical and historical framework comes from Western scholars. They may 
 be considered biased. 


The  thesis  undertakes  critical  realism  as  its  philosophical  positioning.  Critical  realism  is  found 
 beneficial,  as  it  allows  the  author  to  manoeuvre  in  between  the  two  methodological  traditional 
 philosophies:  constructivism  and  naturalism.  Critical  realism  is  compatible  with  several  research 
 methods, why this thesis undertakes both qualitative methods in the form of an expert interview and 
 Fairclough’s CDA, while at the same time allowing for a realist and liberal theoretical framework.  


The  methodology  chapter,  which  sets  out  to  present  the  research  philosophy,  research  approach, 
method  and  data  collection  method,  is  covered.  The  thesis  therefore  moves  on  to  look  at  the 
theoretical framework.  
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3.0 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK  


   


THIS CHAPTER WILL SET the theoretical framework. The overarching theoretical framework in 
 this  thesis  is  realism  and  liberalism.  Where  realism  departs  from  the  basic  assumption  that 
 international  relations  by  nature  are  conflictual  and  that  these  conflicts  ultimately  are  decided  by 
 war (are threats thereof), liberalism argue that international relations can indeed include cooperation 
 over conflict (Dunne, Kurki, & Smith, 2010). 


The first section of this chapter is a brief introduction to IR. The second section is an introduction to 
 the  realist  paradigm.  Realism  can  be  found  in  several  guises  and  for  the  purpose  of  this  thesis, 
 classical,  neoclassical  and  neorealism  have  been  found  to  be  the  most  appropriate.  Following  an 
 introduction to classical, neoclassical and neorealism, three realist thinkers are presented. First an 
 introduction  to  the  classical  realist,  Thomas  Hobbes  and  the  security  dilemma  he  represents. 


Hereafter follows an introduction to the ‘father’ of neoclassical realism, Hans J. Morgenthau and 
 his notion of human lust for power. Finally, Kenneth Waltz, a neorealist thinker, is introduced. The 
 arrangement  of  theorists  is  chronological  as  neorealism  build  upon  classical  realism.  The  fourth 
 section is an introduction to the liberal paradigm of IR. The section starts with an introduction to 
 liberalism,  followed  by  an  introduction  to  Immanuel  Kant’s  perpetual  peace.  The  subsequent 
 section introduces the notion of international law for international relations, and explains how IR 
 scholarship perceives international law and the legal framework in which states interact. It presents 
 the  horizontal  legal  system  through  a  review  of  the  origin  of  modern  international  law  and  the 
 sources  of  international  law.  Lastly  a  realist  and  liberal  perspective  on  international  law  and  the 
 sources of international law in IR is presented.  


The purpose of this chapter is to gain an in-depth understanding of liberal and realist theories of IR, 
 as they are applied in the following analysis and discussion. Liberal and realist theories of IR have 
 very  different  assumptions  and  approaches  to  how  states  operate  in  the  international  arena. 


Consequently  they  have  different  accounts  of  the  same  reality.  But  before  we  can  answer  how 
 liberal  and  realist  theories  account  for  the  Putin  regime’s  justification,  we  must  first  understand 
 what the theories imply.   


3.1 International relations  


International  relations  are  a  relatively  young  academic  discipline.  The  foundation  of  IR  can  be 
traced  back  to  the  end  of  the  First  World  War  (WW  I),  when  realism  won  the  first  great  debate 
between interwar idealists and post-war realists (Sigurðsson, 2015). IR seeks to explain how states, 



(23)in  particular  the  most  powerful  ones,  behave,  and  how  they  interact  with  each  other  on  the 
 international  arena. The  study  of  IR  thus  focuses  on  the  analysis  of  the  causes  of  war  and  the 
 conditions of peace in the international system among states (Dunne et al., 2010). The discipline of 
 IR  is  organised  into  different  paradigms.  These  paradigms  have  different  approaches  to  IR  and 
 different understandings of the same reality, two of which are presented in the following.  


3.2 Realism  


Realism is the oldest school of thought in IR studies. Realists have traditionally argued that they 
 seek to understand world politics as it is, rather than, as it should be (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010). 


The  core  elements  of  the  realist  doctrine  are  state  power,  national  security,  self-interest  and  the 
 rationality assumption (Dunne et al., 2010). The main reason for the success of this theory is that it 
 describes  the  rationales  for  war  and  conflict,  thus  realism  has  been  the  prevailing  IR  theory  for 
 decades,  not  least  during  the  Cold  War  (Sigurðsson,  2015).  There  are  four  basic  elements  to  the 
 realist  theory:  (1)  a  pessimistic  view  of  human  nature;  (2)  a  conviction  that  IR  are  necessarily 
 conflictual and that international conflicts are ultimately resolved by war; (3) a high regard for the 
 value of national security and state survival; and (4) a basic scientism that there can be progress in 
 international  politics  that  is  comparable  to  that  in  domestic  political  life  (Jackson  &  Sørensen, 
 2010:59). These four elements drive the realist doctrine.  


Realists consider the state as the primary actor in the international system - all other actors in the 
 global system are either of lesser importance or simply unimportant (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010). 


This view allows for some criticism, as actors such as the UN, NATO and even Red Cross and Save 
 the Children play important roles in today’s world. However, the basic idea behind the realist view 
 is that states are the primary object of study. International politics is portrayed as power politics: 


“an  arena  of  rivalry,  conflict,  and  war  between  states  in  which  the  same  basic  problems  of 
defending  the  national  interest  and  ensuring  the  survival  of  the  state  repeat  themselves  over  and 
over again” (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010:59). According to realist theory of IR this is exactly how 
the relation of states is best characterised. Realism operates under the assumption that relations of 
states exists in a world in which armed states are competing rivals and periodically go to war with 
each  other  (Jackson  &  Sørensen,  2010).  This  is  inevitable  as  the  pursuing  goal  above  all  is  their 
survival in an anarchic system, and there exists no permanent or final solution to the problems of 
power politics (Varol, 2013). Realism, and one of the most significant contributors to the theory of 
neoclassical realism, Hans Morgenthau, received a lot of significance and success with his theory. 
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Morgenthau’s theory was in conformity with the image that characterised the conflict and polarity 
 between  the  two  superpowers  at  the  time  of  realism’s  modern  development  (Sigurðsson,  2015). 


Accordingly Morgenthau’s summary of realism became the standard introduction to IR in the 1950s 
 and  1960s  (Jackson  &  Sørensen,  2010).  Later,  however,  several  contemporary  thinkers  have  also 
 contributed to the theory of realism. Among these is the leading contemporary neorealist, Kenneth 
 Waltz  (1979).  Waltz  takes  some  elements  from  classical  realism  as  a  starting  point,  but  focuses 
 more on the structure of the system, and has a much more scientific approach to IR theory rather 
 than the classical and neoclassical normative approach (Dunne et al., 2010).  


3.2.1 Thomas Hobbes and the security dilemma: classical realism  


The seventeenth-century English political and legal philosopher, Thomas Hobbes is interesting to 
 this thesis as he argues for a strong centralisation of power and institutionalisation as a solution to 
 the ‘state of nature’. Parallel to Thucydides and Machiavelli,2 Hobbes believed that human beings 
 possessed an inherent desire to rule over others and seeks personal satisfaction (political freedom) 
 at  the  expense  of  others  (Dunne  et  al.,  2010).  These  natural  characteristics  inevitably  lead  to 
 conflicts and wars, a situation Hobbes characterised the ‘state of nature’. The state of nature is a 
 condition with a permanent ‘state of war’. Every man, woman and child is endangered by everyone 
 else  and  escaping  from  this  pre-civil  condition  is  above  all  (Jackson  &  Sørensen,  2010).  Hobbes 
 believed  that  it  was  possible  to  escape  from  the  state  of  nature,  but  only  with  the  creation  of  a 
 sovereign  state.  The  people  are  willing  to  form  a  security  pact  with  the  state,  in  which  men  and 
 women cooperate politically due to fear of being hurt or killed by neighbours. They are, as Hobbes 
 described,  “civilized  by  fear  of  death”  (Jackson  &  Sørensen,  2010:64).  They  are  thus  driven  to 
 organise  under  a  sovereign  state,  which  possesses  absolute  authority  and  power  to  protect  the 
 people.  Under  such  civil  conditions,  men  and  women  can  pursue  happiness  and  well-being, 
 however,  one  such  static  solution  also  poses  a  serious  political  problem:  ‘the  security  dilemma’ 


(Jackson & Sørensen, 2010). The security dilemma refers to the protection of states against other 
 sovereign  states.  The  very  act  of  instituting  a  sovereign  state  to  escape  from  the  state  of  nature 
 simultaneously creates another state of nature between states (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010). As world 
 politics operate in international anarchy, the fact that there is no supranational authority ultimately 
 drives the insecurity of this condition. There is no escape from the international security dilemma, 
 because  there  is  no  possibility  of  forming  a  global  state  or  world  government.  The  international 
                                                                                                                                                                         


2   Two   realist   theorists:   the   ancient   Greek   historian,   Thucydides,   and   the   renaissance   Italian   political   theorist,   
Niccoló   Machiavelli.      



(25)security  dilemma  however,  is  not  as  threatening  or  as  dangerous  as  the  original  state  of  nature 
 amongst men and women, as they can defend themselves through collective power of large numbers 
 of people (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010). Even though a sovereign state can mobilise power to protect 
 their people, the international state of nature is a condition of actual or potential war. There is no 
 enduring peace or guaranteed peace between states and war is necessary when there can be found 
 no other way to resolve a dispute.   


3.2.2 Morgenthau and the human lust for power: neoclassical realism   


Hans J. Morgenthau, by many introduced as the leading neoclassical realist thinker of the twentieth 
 century,  is  a  German-born  lawyer  and  political  scientist.  Morgenthau  developed  his  theory  of 
 realism during the First World War, thus his theory is strongly characterised by the context in which 
 it was written. At this time legal positivism was the overarching doctrine and Morgenthau attacked 
 this view. Morgenthau introduced the term animus dominandi in his seminal book Politics Among 
 Nations from 1948. Similar to Hobbes, Morgenthau spoke of animus dominandi as the human lust 
 for power. Morgenthau believed that states – just like human beings – are animals born to pursue 
 power; consequently the human animus dominandi inevitably brings humans into conflict (Jackson 


&  Sørensen,  2010).  Effective  central  authorities  are  also  a  recurring  topic  in  Morgenthau’s 
 neoclassical  realism,  in  which  strong  governments  protect  its  citizens  and  defend  borders.  The 
 international arena contrary is an anarchical, self-help system (Dunne et al., 2010) and politics is a 


“struggle for power over man, and whatever its ultimate aim may be, power it its immediate goal 
and the modes of acquiring, maintaining, and demonstrating it determines the technique of political 
action”  (Jackson  &  Sørensen,  2010:66).  Morgenthau  emphasised,  just  like  Hobbes,  the  desire  to 
enjoy political space free from the intervention or control of foreigners – a free space that can only 
be obtained when power is mobilised within the sovereign state. According to Morgenthau balance 
of power between sovereign states is of utter importance, but balance of power is not sustainable in 
the long run. Once a state is too powerful, other states will try to outweigh, which ultimately causes 
mistrust (Dunne et al., 2010). Consequently Morgenthau emphasised the strength of the multipolar 
system of power balance, and considered the bipolar competition between the Soviet Union and the 
US too dangerous (Dunne et al., 2010).  
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3.2.3 Waltz and the structure of the system: neorealism   


Neorealism  –  or  structural  realism  – is  usually  associated  with  the  leading  contemporary  thinker 
 Kenneth  Waltz.  Waltz  takes  some  elements  from  classical  and  neoclassical  realism  as  a  starting 
 point, but turns towards the structure of the system rather than human nature and ethics contrary to 
 Morgenthau and Hobbes. The focus is on the structure of the system and not on the human beings 
 who create the system or operate the system (Dunne et al., 2010). The structure of the system is the 
 system under which states perform their basic tasks. These tasks are more or less the same to all 
 sovereign states, hereunder, foreign policy formulation. The only way states differ is in regard to 
 their capabilities to perform these tasks (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010). The structure of the system is 
 thus  characterised  by  relative  capabilities,  which  according  to  neorealism  refers  primarily  to  the 
 military  strength  of  one  state  relative  to  another.  The  structure  of  the  system  (the  distribution  of 
 capabilities) is what determines the behaviour of states, not the motivations of the state itself (Varol, 
 2013).  Waltz’s  neorealism  is  strongly  characterised  by  the  Cold  War.  According  to  Waltz  the 
 international system comprises many powerful states, which all seek to survive, and each must do 
 so on its own, since the system is anarchic. States are ‘like-units’ in addition to the main unit in the 
 system, and through self-help states survive. While the structure is constant, units may change in 
 their relative capabilities causing a shift in the balance of power (Waltz, 1979). The power struggle 
 is thus determined by the structure of the system in which states seek to gain more power relative to 
 other states to survive. Similar to Hobbes’ classical realism and Morgenthau’s neoclassical realism, 
 neorealist also believe that war is always a possibility. Waltz’s neorealism however stands out from 
 the  former  in  the  way  neorealism  considers  the  system.  Neorealism  argues  for  a  bipolar  system 
 rather than a multipolar system. According to Waltz, peace can only be achieved when the balance 
 of power is reached by the most powerful states (Waltz, 1979). It is therefore obvious that Waltz 
 believes that bipolar systems are more stable as “with only two great powers, both can be expected 
 to act to maintain the system” (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010:74). 


As indicated, Waltz takes some elements from classical and neoclassical realism as a starting point 
such as the concept of international anarchy and self-help. Waltz further focuses on power politics, 
but  believe  unlike  Morgenthau  and  Hobbes  that  foreign  policymakers  are  constrained  by  the 
structures of the state system, i.e. military and economic capabilities (Waltz, 1979). Ultimately state 
leaders  are  prisoners  of  the  system  and  structures  dictate  states  policies  (Jackson  &  Sørensen, 
2010).  



(27)Realism  includes,  as  we  have  seen,  a  variety  of  strands  which  differ  in  their  fabrics,  while  all 
 maintain the core foundations of a belief in the anarchical international system and the importance 
 of  material  interests  and  structures,  such  as  power  balance  and  the  relative  distribution  of 
 capabilities.  Where  classical  and  neoclassical  realism  revolves  around  human  lust  for  power, 
 neorealism emphasises the structure of the system. Ultimately the security and survival of the state 
 is essential to all three.  


3.3 Liberalism  


Liberalism is in stark contrast to realism. Just as realism can be traced back in history to ground-
 breaking writings by thinkers like Hobbes, liberalism has its roots in seminal works by 18th century 
 liberal  thinkers,  most  notably  Immanuel  Kant  and  John  Locke  (Dunne  et  al.,  2010).  Although 
 liberalism, like realism, is a state-centric theory, it focuses on the limits of state power, and instead 
 highlights democracy, individual rights, cooperation between states and economic interdependence. 


As realism became the most prominent theory in IR especially after the Second World War (WW 
 II),  liberalism  grew  under  the  shadow  of  the  prevalent  realism  (Sigurðsson,  2015).  Liberalism 
 believes  in  the  measurement  of  power  through  state  economies,  the  possibility  of  peace  and 
 cooperation, as well as the concepts of political freedom and rights. Where realists argue that the 
 human  lust  for  power  is  paramount,  liberalists  take  a  more  positive  view  on  human  nature.  They 
 acknowledge  that  individuals  are  self-interested,  but  that  human  reason  can  triumph  over  human 
 lust for power. They do not emphasise war and conflict but believe that “when people employ their 
 reason  they  can  achieve  mutually  beneficial  cooperation  not  only  with  states  but  also  across 
 international boundaries” (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010:97).  


The power politics of realism are pretty much absent in liberalism. Firmly embedded in the Kantian 
peace  philosophy,  adherents  of  liberalism  claim  that  the  world  becomes  more  peaceful  as  more 
countries convert to democracy.The anarchy of the international system can be managed through 
international organisations, which is one of the core elements of liberalism. Liberalists argue that as 
the  world  constantly  develops  and  modernises,  the  need  for  international  cooperation,  peace  and 
progress grows. There are three basic assumptions behind the liberal doctrine: 1) a positive view of 
human nature; 2) a conviction that IR can be cooperative rather than conflictual; and, 3) a belief in 
progress. In addition there are four main strands of liberalist thinking: a) Sociological liberalism; b) 
Interdependence  liberalism;  c)  Institutional  liberalism;  and,  d)  Republican  liberalism.  The  four 
strands will not be introduced separately, but in interplay with each other in the following, as they 
do not differ significantly from the basic liberal assumptions.  
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John  Locke,  a  liberal  philosopher  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  is  considered  the 


‘father’ of liberalism. Locke saw great potential for human progress in the modern civil society and 
 capitalist economy, both of which could flourish in states guaranteed by individual liberty, free of 
 authoritarian  government  (Jackson  &  Sørensen,  2010).  The  core  concern  of  liberalism  is  the 
 happiness of the individual, and states exist to underwrite the liberty of their citizens. The state is a 
 constitutional entity, which enforces the rule of law that respects the rights of the individual’s rights 
 to life, liberty and property (Jackson & Sørensen, 2010). This liberal view is in stark contrast to the 
 realist’s  doctrine,  which  sees  the  state’s  first  and  foremost  as  a  concentration  and  instrument  of 
 power.  


3.3.1 Kant’s perpetual peace  


Kant’s perpetual peace from 1795 has in particular been greatly influential in the development of 
 liberalism within IR. Liberalism acknowledge the anarchical system of realism, but insists that “the 
 realists does not exhaust the list of constraints on war over which states can and do exercise in some 
 control”  (Dunne  et  al.,  2010:102).  Liberals  argue  that  democracy,  economic  interdependence  and 
 international organisations constrain states on war and realists do not consider these elements. Kant 
 (and especially republican liberals) argues that democracies are most likely to be peaceful with all 
 kinds of states. As democracies operate on the principle that conflicts should be resolved peacefully 
 by negotiation, states are less likely to go into war or threaten each other. In addition democratic 
 leaders are held responsible through democratic institutions. This gives them an incentive to avoid 
 conflict.  The  second  Kantian  argument  touches  upon  economic  interdependence,  hence 
 international trade. When states trade with each other they become interdependent and the benefits 
 from absolute gain derived from economic openness is a great incentive to cooperate (Jackson & 


Sørensen,  2010).  Unlike  realists,  liberals  recognise  the  importance  of  international  organisations. 


International  institutions,  like  the  UN  and  NATO,  can  constrain  decision-makers  by  positively 
promoting  peace  and  facilitate  cooperation.  When  states  lock  one  another  into  mutually 
constraining institutions, states impose constraints on themselves, which is an integral part of the 
liberalist worldview to keep peace among states. Figure 4 is a visual representation of Kant’s liberal 
theory and shows how the interplay between international organisations, economic interdependence 
and democracy foster peace among states.  
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