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Gør tanke til handling VIA University College



United Nations’ 17 Sustainable



Development Goals and Co-Creation



in an  organization and business context



Summer School course 2018



(2)
Trine M. Nielsen



Associate Professor, MSc in Economic and  Business Administration



Many years of experience working in  companies in sales and marketing



VIA University College o Lecturer



o Researching in sustainability in 

business development, VIA Design og 

Business F&U Center



(3)
Agenda



o Introduction



o How can the SDG’s be reached?



o Business action, company level



o Definition’s and concepts o Tools and examples



o Action on several levels



o Field study techniques and data handling



o The day will be a mix of presentation, videos, exercises and dialogue.



o Breaks as we need them and lunch around 12.00
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UN SDG everybody must act
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(6)
“For the business enterprise,  sustainable development means  adopting business strategies and  activities that meet the needs of the  enterprise and its stakeholders today 



while protecting, sustaining and  enhancing the human and natural  resources that will be needed in the 



future”



Source: Weybrecht, 2014, p. 15



Based on the original  definition from the 



Brundtland Report, “Our  Common Future” (UN  project ”The World  Commission on  Environment and 



Development” from 1987)  and shaped into the 



business world by the  International Institute for  Sustainable Development.



Source: Weybrecht, 2014, pp. 15  and http://www.iisd.org/



Definition of sustainability in relation to business



(7)
"the responsibility of enterprises for  their impacts on society.“



To fully meet their social responsibility,  enterprises "should have in place a 



process to integrate social, 



environmental, ethical human rights  and consumer concerns into their  business operations and core strategy 



in close collaboration with their  stakeholders".



Source: 



http://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/cor porate-social-responsibility_en



Definition of  Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)



This definition was  put forward by the  European 



Commission in 2011. 



This is considered a  modern 



understanding of  CSR and are setting  the base for the EU  strategy 2011-14 for  Corporate Social  Responsibility.



Source: 



http://ec.europa.eu/growth

/industry/corporate-social-

responsibility_en



(8)
Kilde: Weybrecht, 2014, p. 15



The triple bottom line (TBL)



Different vocabulary  is used:



o People = Social =  employees



o Planet = 



Environment =  ecological



o Profit = Economic



= economy

The triple bottom 

line was originally 

formulated by John 

Elkington and some 

of his colleagues in 

1994.
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Circular economy
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The SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS  is another element contributing to 



companies and organizations 



sustainability work and development
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Task on board



2-3 students discuss 15 minutes



Break



Share you examples on class

Student activity



(12)
How we can make the world a better place by 2030
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Social Progress Index https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o08ykAqLOxk&t=736s Social Progress Imperative is a 



non-profit nongovernmental  organization incorporated in  2012 in the United Stated.



The Social Progress Index is an  aggregate index of social and  environmental indicators that  capture three dimensions of  social progress: Basic Human  Needs, Foundations of 



Wellbeing, and Opportunity.



See more on: 



http://www.socialprogressinde

x.com/



(13)
SDG Compass – a guidance for companies
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Source and link to guide

https://sdgcompass.org/
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Research on UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) esp. in relation to business,  https://sdgcompass.org/



(support site: https://www.unglobalcompact.org/sdgs/17-global-goals)



o What is it about?



o How can they be used by companies?



o How is it relevant to you?



o Tip: besides the broad scope then also pick a specific SDG and look into it Individual



30 minutes



Dialouge on class



Student activity
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Examples from three large companies



o Grundfos, making pumps 



o Arla, producing dairy products



o Unilever, selling fast-moving consumer goods 
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https://www.grundfos.com/about-us/sustainability-responsibility/SDGs-water-and-energy.html
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Source and see more



http://docs.arla.com/csr-report/2017/EN/?page=1 and

https://www.arla.com/company/responsibility/
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Source and see more



https://www.unilever.com/sustainable-living/
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Research the company given to you (Grundfos, Arla, Unilever) o How do the company integrate the SDG’s?



o Find minimum two specific examples you find interesting?



o Why are the examples interesting and does it make a difference?



Work together 2 and 2 30 minutes



Some pair “present” to the class



Student activity



(24)
Also relevant for SME’s



A research project that focus on  gaining detailed knowledge about  SME´s work on sustainability as part  of their business development.



39 SME’s participated. Primarily  production companies.



Mixed methods were used though 

mainly qualitative methods  



(25)
(26)
How to succeed and reach the goals?



o SDG’s can be analysed and made operational on three levels



o MACRO (international and state level)



o MESO (industry, sector, organization, company level)



o MICRO (employee, household, consumer, individual level)



o Maybe these three levels can be a help in structuring your analysis
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