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TWEETING BACK: EXPLORING BLACK FEMINIST HASHTAG 
 COMMUNITIES ON TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


Chelsea Peterson-Salahuddin  
 Northwestern University   
 Motivation  


Hashtag discussions have become a key site of intellectual production for Black feminist 
 theorizing; however, the nuances of these hashtag networks remain underexplored 
 (Conley, 2017; Jones, 2019). Black feminist theory is a line of intellectual thought 
 developed from Black women’s unique lived experiences at the varying intersections of 
 race, gender, sexuality, and class, privileging the link between lived experience and 
 theorizing (Collins, 2000). While scholars have previously explored the use of hashtags 
 by Black women to talk about their lived experiences within the larger context of Black 
 Twitter (Clark, 2014), and theorized Black feminist hashtags through content analysis of 
 social media posts (Conley, 2017; Jackson, Bailey, & Welles, 2020), these studies have 
 not accounted for the experiences and motivations of social media users who engage 
 specifically in Black feminist conversations. This study aimed to deepen this previous 
 research by speaking with those who participate in these networked conversations to 
 understand the distinct nuances of their engagement experiences.  


I term these conversational communities Platformed Black Feminist Communities; 


social media-based communities often formed around hashtags that discuss Black 
 women’s unique lived experiences. Drawing from definitions of Black Twitter (Brock, 
 2020), this study’s understanding of Platformed Black Feminist Communities is not 
 synonymous with all Black women on social media but rather a specific group of users 
 who actively use social media to engage in discussions about common cultural 


understandings of Black womanhood. Finally, my use of the word “platformed” draws 
 from scholarship on platformization as an organizing economic and infrastructural model 
 online to denote how these community interactions are shaped by platform logics and 
 imperatives (Helmond, 2015; Nieborg & Powell, 2018).  


In this study, I had three main research questions:  


1.  How do individuals who participate in black feminist hashtag conversations on 
 Twitter and Instagram understand their networked interactions on these 


platforms?   


2.  Why do individuals choose to take part in Black feminist hashtag conversations 
on Twitter/Instagram?  



(2)3.  What is at stake in how black feminist hashtag conversations circulate on Twitter 
 and Instagram?   


Methods 


To answer these research questions, I conducted in-depth, semi-structured interviews 
 with individuals that created, popularized, or participated in Black feminist hashtag 
 conversations on Twitter or Instagram, two social media platforms on which hashtags, 
 and Black feminist hashtags, in particular, have been prevalent (Jones, 2019; Pham, 
 2015).  


Since a key way Platfromed Black Feminist Communities are discoverable is through 
 black feminist hashtags, to begin recruitment, I searched Google and Google Scholar 
 using the terms ‘black,’ ‘feminist,’ and ‘hashtag,’ to identified hashtags on Twitter or 
 Instagram that previously had been identified as ‘black feminist’ in focus, or could 
 arguably be called ‘black feminist.’ I also solicited suggestions of black feminist 


hashtags from other intersectional media scholars. I then removed all hashtags from the 
 data set whose initial creators I could not verifiably identify.  


I then directly contacted all the individual(s) who created or popularized a hashtag on 
 my list to inquire if they would participate in the study. After these initial interviews, I 
 employed a snowball sampling method informed by network analysis, asking the 
 hashtag creator to refer me to three to five other people from their own Twitter or 
 Instagram network who took part in their hashtag conversation. I employed this 
 snowball sampling method with every subsequent interviewee. By employing this 
 strategy, I aimed to elucidate how hashtag meaning and usage could shift through 
 dispersion in a network over time while maintaining a qualitative interview methodology 
 (Korn, 2015).  


This sampling strategy resulted in interviews with 21 individuals who engaged in at least 
 one of eight Black feminist hashtag discussions on Twitter or Instagram. All participants 
 self-identified as Black women, despite the open-ended snowball sampling prompt, 
 potentially indicating that the majority of individuals who take part in these Black feminist 
 hashtag conversations on social media are, in fact, Black women. 


Findings  


R1: How do individuals who participate in black feminist hashtag conversations 
 on Twitter and Instagram understand their networked interactions on these 
 platforms?    


Almost all of my participants joined these platforms when they were first launched. 


While some participants initially joined these platforms because of pre-existing social 
connections, many joined to find new communities of Black women. On social media, 
participants would often connect with other Black women and femmes through collective 
conversation around popular culture issues related to the intersection of race and 



(3)gender. Through these discussions, participants formed online communities based on  
 ethics of care and collective acts of ‘talking back’ to mainstream depictions of Black 
 womanhood (Collins, 1989; hooks, 1989).  


However, more recently, the dynamics of these networks have shifted. Socio-political 
 shifts included the 2016 election and the rise of the Black Lives Matter Movement, led to 
 more instances of participants facing misogynoir-based harassment (Bailey & Trudy, 
 2018). As a result, participants noted their behavior on these platforms is much more 
 tempered— many note they often say less and block more.  


R2: Why do individuals choose to take part in Black feminist hashtag 
 conversations on Twitter & Instagram?  


All eight hashtag conversations explored in this study were created in response to 
 situations that highlighted the particular nuances of participants ’ lived experiences as 
 Black women, especially when they contradicted dominant narratives about Black 
 womanhood. Collectively, These discussions fostered collective acts of what Black 
 feminist scholar bell hooks (1989) terms “talking back,” speech act of agency, and self-
 definition as a form of resistance.  


The main reasons participants chose to engage in these conversations were: the way 
 the discussions centered on the experiences of Black women, the hashtag message 
 resonated with their own experiences, and a belief in the mission or the purpose of the 
 hashtag. In all of these instances, by participating in these hashtags, participants sought 
 to publicly affirm and bolster these conversations by acknowledging and amplifying 
 them as fellow Black women, highlight the highly supportive nature of Platformed Black 
 Feminist Hashtag Communities.  


R3: What is at stake in how black feminist hashtag conversations circulate on 
 Twitter and Instagram?   


Due to the unforeseen ways hashtags can spread online, many of the hashtag creators 
 and popularizers noted how their hashtags meaning or use had changed or expanded 
 over time. Also, with virality came the threat of erasure —several participants who had 
 created or popularized hashtags noted their erasure from the hashtag’s origin.  


Discussion  


Platformed Black Feminist Communities offer a critical space through which Black 
women and femmes can discuss culturally specific topics through the shared yet 
intersectional lens. Yet, they can also open Black women users up to new forms of 
harassment. Further, the nature of virality on social media can often lead to these 
hashtag discussions being misused, appropriated, and plagiarized, replicating historical 
instances where Black women’s women’s work has been overlooked, copied, and 
stolen (Cooper, 2017). These findings point to how social media both opens up new 
liberatory spaces for Black feminist expression and can expose the Black women who 
participate in these conversations to new forms of harm and harassment. In this way, 
the dynamics of Platformed Black Feminist Community members engagement 



(4)illuminated through this study highlight the interdependent and complex relationship 
 between social media and Black feminist theorizing — with social media comes both 
 new spaces of intellectual production and new potential spaces of harm. 


Work Cited  


Brock, A. (2020). Distributed blackness. New York, NY: NYU Press. 


Clark, M. (2014). To Tweet Our Own Cause: a mixed-methods study of the online 
 phenomenon “Black Twitter.” (Unpublished doctoral thesis). The University of 
 North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  


Collins, P.H. (2000). Black Feminist Thought (2ed.) New York: Routledge. 


Conley, T.L. (2017). Decoding Black Feminist Hashtags as Becoming. The Black 
 Scholar, 47(3), 22-32.  


Cooper, B. (2017). Beyond Respectability: The Intellectual Thought of Race Women. 


Champaign, IL: University of Illinois Press.  


Helmond, A. (2015). The Platformization of the Web: Making Web Data Platform Ready. 


Social Media + Society. 


hooks, b. (1989). Talking Back: Thinking feminist, thinking Black. Boston, MA: South 
 End Press. 


Jackson, S., Bailey, M., & Welles, B.F. (2020). Hashtag activism. Cambridge: MIT 
 University Press.  


Jones, F. (2019). Reclaiming Our Space. Boston, MA: Beacon Press.  


Korn, J. (2015). #FuckProp8: How Temporary Virtual Communities around Politics and 
 Sexuality Pop Up, Come Out, Provide Support, and Taper Off. In N. 


Rumbukkana (Ed), Hashtag publics and the power of political discursive 
 networks (pp. 204-217). New York, NY: Peter Lang. 


Nieborg, D. B., & Poell, T. (2018). The platformization of cultural production: Theorizing 
 the contingent cultural commodity. New Media & Society, 20(11), 4275–4292. 


Pham, M.T. (2015). “I Click and Post and Breathe, Waiting for Others to See What I 
See”: On #FeministSelfies, Outfit Photos, and Networked Vanity. Fashion 
Theory, 19(2), pp. 221–242.   





    
  




      
      
        
      


            
    
        Referencer

        
            	
                        
                    



            
                View            
        

    


      
        
          

                    Hent nu ( PDF - 4 Sider - 86.09 KB )
            

      


      
      
        
  RELATEREDE DOKUMENTER

  
    
      
          
        
            View of SOCIAL COLLECTIVES AND NETWORKED MOVEMENT: DIFFUSION DYNAMICS IN THE
        GERMAN-SPEAKING #FRIDAYSFORFUTURE NETWORK ON TWITTER
        
      

        processes and emergence of communities in the German-speaking #FridaysForFuture  network on Twitter, I discern the difference of network structures, underline group  dynamics,

    
      
          
        
            View of A NEW BLACK BOX METHODOLOGY: THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF INTERROGATING THE MODERATION OF IMAGES DEPICTING WOMEN’S BODIES ON INSTAGRAM
        
      

        A New Black Box Methodology: The Challenges  and Opportunities of Interrogating the Moderation of Images Depicting Women’s Bodies on Instagram.. Paper presented at AoIR 2019: The 20 th

    
      
          
        
            View of Bill Cosby on Twitter and Beyond
        
      

        Visualizations of Twitter activity and of the follower networks of influencers in the Twitter  discourse  about  Bill  Cosby  offered  an  insightful  overview  of  the  network

    
      
          
        
            View of A Digital Black Press?: Exploring What Constitutes the Black Press Online
        
      

         Interviews  with   publishers  of  traditional  black  press  publications  and  black-targeted  news  websites  are   employed  to  provide  further  insight

    
      
          
        
            View of EXPLORING THE GLOBAL DEMOGRAPHICS OF TWITTER
        
      

        This paper takes a different approach  to exploring the demographics of the platform: by undertaking a long-term crawl process  across the entire Twitter user ID numberspace, we

    
      
          
        
            View of Wave-Riding and Hashtag-Jumping: Twitter, Minority ‘Third Parties’ and the 2012 US Elections
        
      

        (2010) understanding of re-tweeting as conversational practice, the purpose of  this paper is to examine the use of Twitter by the four main “third party’ US presidential candidates in

    
      
          
        
            View of Second screen and Political Talk-Shows: Measuring and Understanding the Italian Participatory Couch Potato
        
      

        All the selected  hashtags are either official (e.g. advertised on the official Twitter channel of the program or during the  TV show) or the most frequently used hashtag related to

    
      
          
        
            View of Blogging While Black: a critical analysis of resistance discourse by black female bloggers
        
      

        Using a typology crafted  from Patricia Hill Collins’ work on the levels of oppression faced by African American women,  this study will examine Black celebrity gossip blogs and

      



      

    

    
            
            
      
  RELATEREDE DOKUMENTER

  
          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Aalborg Universitet Assessment of Abnormal Behaviour and the Effect of Enrichment on Captive Chimpanzees in Aalborg Zoo
        
        
            
                
                    
                    20
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            The Familiarly Grotesque. The Afterlife of Colonial Fantasy
        
        
            
                
                    
                    6
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            View of “MISS RONA IS REALLY CLAPPING THE WHITE SUPREMACISTS”: BLACK TWITTER'S        POLITICAL HUMOR IN COVID-19 TIMES
        
        
            
                
                    
                    3
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            View of TRACES OF BLACK FREEDOM IN THE MACHINE: ETHNOGRAPHIC APPROACHES TO THE        STUDY OF DIGITAL BLACK RELIGION
        
        
            
                
                    
                    3
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            View of RECKONING AND REPAIR: THE URGENT CONVERSATION ABOUT RACE IN THE BLACK
        CHRISTIAN PODCAST CIRCUIT
        
        
            
                
                    
                    3
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            View of ON(LINE) TRANSPARENCY AND THE BLACK PUBLIC SPHERE
        
        
            
                
                    
                    4
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            View of TECHNOLIBERAL PARTICIPATION: BLACK LIVES MATTER AND INSTAGRAM
        SLIDESHOWS
        
        
            
                
                    
                    4
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

          
        
    
        
    
    
        
            Towards Decolonising Computational Sciences
        
        
            
                
                    
                    14
                

                
                    
                    0
                

                
                    
                    0
                

            

        

    


      

      


              
          
            
          

        

          

  




  
  
  
    
      
        Company

        	
             Om os
          
	
            Sitemap

          


      

      
        Kontakt  &  Hjælp

        	
             Kontakt os
          
	
             Feedback
          


      

      
        Juridisk

        	
             Vilkår for brug
          
	
             Politik
          


      

      
        Social

        	
            
              
                
              
              Linkedin
            

          
	
            
              
                
              
              Facebook
            

          
	
            
              
                
              
              Twitter
            

          
	
            
              
                
              
              Pinterest
            

          


      

      
        Få vores gratis apps

        	
              
                
              
            


      

    

    
      
        
          Skoler
          
            
          
          Emner
                  

        
          
                        Sprog:
            
              Dansk
              
                
              
            
          

          Copyright 9pdf.org © 2024

        

      

    

  




    



  
        
        
        
          


        
    
  
  
  




     
     

    
        
            
                

            

            
                                 
            

        

    




    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                        
                            
  

                            

                    

                    
                        

                        

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                
                                    
                                

                            

                        
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                
  

                                
                        

                        
                            
                                
  

                                
                        

                    

                

                                    
                        
                    

                            

        

    


