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Foreword 


The Nordic Urban and Housing Research Network (NSBB) was established 
 in 1997 with the aim of hosting annual Nordic seminars on urban and hous-
 ing research in the Nordic countries. The host in the 2013 conference was 
 The Danish Building Research Institute, Aalborg University in cooperation 
 with The Danish Centre of Housing Research. It was helt from September 
 17th to 19th in Roskilde, Denmark. The theme of the conference was Sub-
 urbs - transformation and development.  


The Scandinavian suburbs have existed for a while now, and there are cur-
 rently numerous ongoing initiatives discussing the future development of 
 suburbs. This happens in the recognition that suburbs represent a significant 
 part of the overall townscape, combined with a new interest in suburban 
 qualities. The conference aimed to discuss the ideas and ideals that form the 
 basis of the current suburb development projects; projects which all intend to 
 revitalize and develop the suburban everyday life. 


It seems that the interest in the suburbs has occurred after several decades 
 where they have been subjects to harsh criticism. The suburbs have been 
 associated with environmental and social problems, and their settlements 
 have been called poor on experiences and alienating. Efforts are therefore 
 done among both scientists and practitioners, to elucidate the suburban is-
 sues and to developing the strategies that may be the solution to solve the 
 very same problems. 


Parallel to the keynotes in plenum three workshops was arranged. They 
 were 


• Architecture and everyday life 


• Segregation, settlement patterns and the housing market 


• Sustainable homes and cities 


It is the papers from these workshops that are published in this proceeding. 


The papers present the interdisciplinary character of housing research in the 
 Nordic Countries. The papers have all been peer-reviewed, and thus we in-
 tend to continue and develop Nordic housing research on a high scientific 
 level in the framework of Nordic Urban and Housing Research Network. 


Danish Building Research Institute, Aalborg University 
 Town, housing and property 


November 2013 


Hans Thor Andersen 
Research Director 
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Workshop Session B



// Architecture and everyday life


Programs put forward in architectural projects frame a space with certain function and meaning – 
 and thus seek to create places. But architecture and urban setting are constantly challenged 
 through daily life – and thus even rigid defined spaces are used, altered, translated and rewritten 
 through time. As humans we actively relate to and manage our surroundings. Individuals as well 
 as groups produce and reproduce places and occasions – and thus renegotiate themselves and 
 their lifescapes. This workshop session invites papers focusing on the interrelatedness between 
 architectural space and social space.


Session leaders:


Kirstine Brøgger Jensen (kbj@sbi.aau.dk)
 Patrick Martinussen (pam@sbi.aau.dk)


Papers:


Claus Bech-Danielsen
 Jonas E. Andersson
 Kirstine Brøgger Jensen
 Laura Helene Højring
 Marie Stender


Ofri Earon


Patrick Martinussen
Tina Maria Roden
Tom Nielsen
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Bonjour t ristesse in Sw edish suburbia  - l es banlie u es sur la barri c ade ! 


Jonas E Andersson, Ph D, architect SAR/ MSA, researcher!



Abstract 


At the end of May 2013, Swedish suburbs became breaking news around the world with 
 nocturnal newsflashes displaying burning car wrecks and aggressive, dark figures nearby ± les 
 banlieues Suédoises étaient sur la barricade! During two intense weeks, the car burnings 
 spread to other suburbs around the country. Global news media paralleled the Swedish 
 situation with previous incidents in Paris in 2007, Athens in 2008 and London in 2011. 


Foreign offices, among others the American, British, Danish, and Norwegian ones, advised 
 their citizens not to travel to Sweden: the Swedish welfare model was on the verge of 
 imploding.  


National news media, along with the majority of Swedish citizens, residing both in the 


afflicted suburbs and elsewhere in the country, acclaimed the prime mLQLVWHU¶VFDOOIRUODZDQG
 order. The spark that ignited the incident of the turmoil was soon identified as a police action 
 that had gone dramatically wrong, but living conditions in suburbia were brought forward in 
 the public debate. The role of the suburbs as a transition zone for people with an immigrant 
 background was re-discovered, characterised by a high dependency on public financial 
 support, a poor level of education and a high unemployment rate. The young generation 
 experienced a Bonjour Tristesse! existence going in and out of unemployment. 


An existing dismay with architecture and physical planning of suburbia surfaced: The 
 plausible responsibility of the body of architects was debated, since many esteemed profiles 
 of the Swedish functionalist architecture had been involved in its realisation. One 


representative of the profession stated the need for upgrading the existing architecture to new 
 user needs, while another one emphasised that the real group of inhabitants in suburbia is 
 often not the group of users envisioned by the municipal real estate companies. This scholarly 
 essay unravels the events that took place in the Swedish suburbia during two violent weeks in 
 May 2013. In addition, it analyses the Swedish approach to coming to terms with suburban 
 problems, without resorting to a French presidential high-pressure water cleansing methods 
 suggested for the Parisian situation in 2007 ± nettoyer au Kärcher.  


Key words: Swedish suburbs, architecture, functionalism, rationalism, welfare goals  



Introdu ction 


During two intensive weeks at the end of May 2013, Swedish suburbia was breaking news in 
 worldwide media. Suburbia was on fire. News media in Denmark, Norway, the UK and the 
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(14)US reported that the Swedish welfare model was on the verge of imploding, perhaps with a 
 touch of malice. Foreign citizens were advised not to travel to Sweden, and not to visit the 
 suburbs that were the focus of these events. The incidents in the Swedish suburbs were 
 paralleled with the ones in the Parisian suburbs, which burst into flames in 2005 and 2007: la 
 société était assiégée et les banlieues étaient sur la barricade2. 


In contrast to these dramatic overtones in foreign media, Swedish media assumed a cautious 
 stance somewhere in between pure astonishment at the events taking place and a premonition 
 of a latent crisis in suburbia, in particular, in the areas with a large proportion of inhabitants 
 with an immigrant background. Regardless of political orientation, the national media 


supported the Swedish prime minister, who called for law and order while openly expressing 
 his support for the police. Trying to look beyond the flaming car wrecks, a national discussion 
 was initiated on the state of Swedish suburbia. The dependence on public financial support 
 among people with immigrant background paired with a low level of education produced a 
 high unemployment rate. As a consequence, the younger generation experienced a type of a 
 Bonjour tristesse! situation.3 This short scholarly essay unravels the logics of the events that 
 took place in the Swedish suburbia during two violent weeks in May 2013. The main sources 
 for making this story telling has been national news media, and similar ones of American, 
 British, Danish, French or Norwegian origin. Given, the accuracy of French media to depict 
 the causalities of the events, as well as the author being Francophile, headlines and titles are 
 in French, taken from such sources and integrated in the text.    


Les banlieues et O¶pWDW ± parias  ou ghettos urbains?4


The igniting cause of the first car burnings in the suburb of Husby outside Stockholm was 
 soon detected: Domestic violence in the Stockholm suburb of Husby perpetrated by an angry 
 husband in his late sixties, who suddenly started to threaten his wife with a machete knife, in 
 combination with a police apprehension that turned dramatically wrong: For unknown 
 reasons, the normal rule of firing an initial round of warning shots at knee height was 
 overlooked, and the ageing man was gunned down by two policemen in his own flat. Media 
 had already reported the incident some weeks earlier, and the Swedish judicial system had 
 initiated an investigation of the two involved policemen. This being the root of the ongoing 
 riots in Husby was sensational. However, similar police actions had gone wrong, and although 
 originating from a legal offence of any sort, it can be identified as the cause of the subsequent 
 riots in Paris in 2005 and 2007, Athens in 2008 and London in 2011.5  


Swedish morning television broadcasted a debate between a representative of the Swedish 
        


2 The society was besieged and the suburbs were revolting.  


3 Although referring to the Parisian upper-class situation of an 18 year old woman with access to the comfortable living 
 conditions at the French Riviera, the fictional character shares the existential problem of the younger generation in Swedish 
 suburbia of not being included in the context of contributing to society and realising personal goals in life: all found in the 
 revolutionising novel by Françoise Sagan in 1954, entitled Bonjour Tristesse, source: F.  Sagan, Bonjour Tristesse [Hello 
 Sadness] (Paris: Juillard, 1954).  


4 The suburbs and the state, non-desired and urban ghettos or Wacquant, L., 2007: Parias urbains, ghettos urbains, banlieues, 
 état. Paris : Découverte.  


5 In Clichy-sur-Bois, Paris in 2005, the reason for the riots was an anonymous call to the police, which proved to be wrong, 
 stating that five young men with immigrant background tried to break into a building site. The police apprehension turned 
 wrong, since two of the men were electrocuted at a power plant nearby in an attempt to hide from the police 


(http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89meutes_de_2005_dans_les_banlieues_fran%C3%A7aises). In Villiers-le-bel, Paris in 
 2007, the reason for the riots was a collision between two young motorcyclists and a police car in a roundabout, caused by 
 WKH\RXQJVWHUZKRGLGQRWUHVSHFWWKHFDU¶VSULRULW\LQWKHLQWHUVHFWLRQFRPLQJIURPWKHULJKW


(http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89meutes_de_2007_%C3%A0_Villiers-le-Bel). In Athens, Greece, the riots in 2008 
followed upon the shooting of a 15 year old boy by to two policemen (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_Greek_riots). In 
Tottenham, London, the riots in 2011 followed upon the shooting of a 29 year old local citizen, who was shot by the police 



(15)Establishment and a spokesman for a local organisation in Husby, the association Megafon, 
 which revealed a considerable discrepancy in the view on the hallmarks of a fair and legal 
 process in a democratic society.6 In repressed anger, the Swedish minister of justice, Mrs 
 Beatrice Ask, declared that the legal procedure to establish WKHSROLFHPHQ¶VLQQRFHQFHRUguilt 
 was part of the fundaments of the Swedish society, and that the type of justice of the wild 
 west, which was suggested by the spokesman, Mr Rami Al-Khamisi, would never be 


acceptable in a modern welfare state. The minister emphasisHGHDFKFLWL]HQ¶VUHVSRQVLELOLW\WR
 obey law and order, and help the police to stop the ongoing violence. In contrast, the 


spokesperson made vague allegations about brutality in relation to the domestic incident but 
 also to the SROLFH¶VQRUPDOFRQGXFWLQWKHVXEXUEV,QDGGLWLRQWKHVSRNHVPDQGHQRXQFHGWKH
 political indifference when it came to suburbs with a large population with an immigrant 
 background. All the same, the turmoil in Husby, Rinkeby, Tensta or any other suburbs 
 touched by the nightly devastations was met with little local support. The dominant share of 
 the population was appalled by the premeditated arsons in community, kindergarten and 
 VFKRROEXLOGLQJVWKHEXUQLQJRIKDUGZRUNLQJFLWL]HQV¶FDUVDQGWKHRVWHQWDWLRXV violence 
 among young men: 


 ³7RUFKLQJFDUVFXOWXUDOFHQWUHVRUVFKRROVDUHnot signs of a population that prepare 


themselves for a revolt. Instead, the infrastructure, which is now turned into ashes, represents 
 the means with which people of suburbia can free themselves. Someone is now removing these 
 assets. Those, who want to contribute positively to reforming society, chose other ways to 
 promote change: through interest organisations, congregations or sports clubs. [...] I had 
 great visions for a better society, but none of them involved me carrying around a burning 
 match in my hand.´ 7


Le modèle suédois ébranlé par les émeutes8


In foreign media coverage of the flaming car wrecks in the Stockholm suburbs, an essential 
 factor was missing: the troubled suburbs are located close to or in the proximity of the 


Swedish counterpart of Silicon Valley in California, US, i.e. Kista on the northern outskirts of 
 Stockholm. This melting pot of various disciplines and sources of knowledge has attracted the 
 interest of several actors: the Royal Institute of Technology, KTH, the Stockholm University 
 as well as several electronic companies, large or small, among others the Swedish multi-
 national technology company for telecommunication systems, Ericsson System. The 
 community is a magnet for the creation of new jobs and innovative architecture. A large 
 number of people commute on a daily basis to the suburb for work by means of private cars or 
 the metro line. In this aspect, the events in Husby differ slightly from the incidents in Paris in 
 2007, Athens in 2008 and London in 2011; events that took place in predominantly residential 
 areas with few or no workplaces. The suburbs of Akalla, Husby, Kista, Rinkeby and Tensta 
 are connected to Stockholm by their own extension of the metro line, inaugurated in 1977. 


The expansion of the five suburbs started with the southern realisation of Rinkeby and Tensta, 
 and was finalised with the northern expansion of Akalla, Husby and Kista. The metro line was 
        


6 See WWW.svtplay.se/klipp/1241062/hur-ska-fortroendet-for-polisen-atervinnas-i-husby, 22 May 2013 


7³%UlQGHUDYELODUNXOWXUKXVHOOHUVNRORUlULQWHHWWWHFNHQSnDWWIRONHWlQWOLJHQUHVHUVLJI|UDWWJ|UDXSSURU'HQQD
 infrastruktur som omvandlas till aska är medel för förortsbors frigörelse. Medel som någon nu vill ta ifrån dem. De som vill 
 göra något gott för samhället engagerar sig på andra sätt. I föreningar, samfund och idrottsrörelser. När jag bodde i Vårberg 
 hade jag stora drömmar om ett bättre samhälle, men ingen av dem tänkte jag bygga med eQWlQGVWLFNDLKDQGHQ´Inti Chavez 
 Perez www.svd.se/ledarbloggen/2013/05/23/lasvardheter-om-oroligheterna and www.fib.se/inrikes/item/2899-brann-inte-
 vara-hem. 


8 The Swedish model is shaken by the riots, in:  tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/monde/20130523.REU4755/le-modele-suedois-
ebranle-par-les-emeutes.html.  



(16)put in a culvert underneath the built environment, and the concept of the sprawl city was 
 introduced. The suburbs were realised during the period of 1966 to 1977 on farmland or in 
 pinewood forests, which for more than 50 years had been used as a terrain for military 
 manoeuvres by the Swedish army.9 Several farms and small villages with medieval churches 
 still remain in the area, and are integrated in the present structure of the suburbs. The physical 
 design for the five suburbs was made at the city planning office of Stockholm (Stockholms 
 Stadsbyggnadskontor).10  


The layout of the suburbs implied a segmentation of the built environment into various uses 
 and different building heights. In addition, a strict separation between zones for cars and 
 transportation and pedestrian districts were implemented: In Tensta, one of the characteristic 
 features of the built environment is the presence of several bridges that span the traffic 
 arteries. In the physical planning document for the area, this recurring spatial phenomenon 
 was compared with the bridges in Venice.12 However, the purist ideals of modern architecture 
 that were professed by international architects like Le Corbusier were never fully 


implemented.11


La neige grise dans les banlieues12


After a continued period of nightly aggressions in suburbs north of Stockholm between a 
 group of angry young men and the police, in which the fire brigade and other assistive groups 
 of the civil society were taken hostage, public discussion started to search for someone 
 specific on whom to pin the blame for the collapse of Swedish suburbia. Once again, the 
 media swiftly associated the sensation of anguish and despair in these areas with the particular 
 type of architecture for these large-scale communities that were developed during the 1970s 
 on the outskirts of regions like Greater Stockholm and other Swedish cities. A radio 


programme on the national radio, SR, :KDW¶VRQLQ&XOWXUH,13 decided that this blame could 
 be attributed to the body of Swedish architects. At first, this might seem far-fetched, but, the 
 programme revived the severe negative response that the new suburban environments elicited 
 during the 1970s and onwards.  


This decade was the ultimate peak for the influence of Swedish functionalist architecture, and 
 WKHDUFKLWHFWV¶FOose involvement as social engineers in the design and layout of these various 
 suburbs is an established fact. In 1965, the Swedish parliament decided that one million new 
 flats should be built from 1965 to 1975, in an attempt to upgrade the general standard in the 
 stock of ordinary housing, and to supply appropriate housing for the growing number of 
 persons, who moved from farming communities in the countryside to the large urban regions 
 in search of work. After a national inquiry into the shortages of the existing built environment 
 for housing, and necessary reform works of the Swedish building code, the Million 


Programme was put into action in 1967. The so-called Million Programme14  would 
 implement the positive experiences gained from the construction of the more moderately 
 sized, but overall fortunate suburbs of the 1940s, and 1950s. 


       


9 Stockholms Stadsmuseum, www.stadsmuseum.stockholm.se/kma.php?kategori=43&sprak=svenska (2013-06-28) 


10 At the time of the realization of the five suburbs, in particular, three architects influenced the work of the city planning 
 office in Stockholm:  Göran Sidenbladh, Igor Dergalin, Lars Brattberg and Thomas Atmer. These are all respected names in 
 the body of architects, due to their work in the Swedish capital and, later, in other positions in the civil administration. 


11Lilja, E, 1999: Den ifrågasatta förorten. Identitet och tillhörighet i moderna förorter. Stockholm: Byggforskningsrådet/ 


FORMAS forskningsstiftelse.  


12 Even the snow turns grey when it falls over the suburbs, from : Tagli, Philippe, 2004: Même la neige devient grise quand 
 elle tombe en banlieue. Paris, Édition Seuil.  


13 In Swedish Kulturnytt.  



(17)The suburbs of Farsta and Vällingby, both situated in the Stockholm region are exponents of 
 the so-called ABC city,15 in English approximately WHC, since the key words were 


workplaces, appropriate housing and central nodes with services and shopping. The main 
 attributes of the $%&VXEXUEVDUH³WKHinner city character with densely built areas in order to 
 LQVWDOODGHJUHHRIWRZQVFDSH´ZLWK³FRQFHQWUDWLRQDQGRUGHU´ 16 $QRWKHUIHDWXUHLV³JUHHQHU\


spaciousness, and freedom fURPDQQR\DQFHV´WKDWZHUHUHDOLVed by a neat integration of the 
 new built environment into the existing agricultural landscape or virgin forestland. The 
 programme was headed by the national Board of Planning (Planverket in Swedish), the 
 predecessor of the current Swedish Board of Housing, Building and Planning, NBHBP (in 
 Swedish Boverket). By that time, the board was led by the influential architect and town 
 planner Lennart Holm (1926-2009). 17 In addition, Holm was an important front figure for the 
 emerging research at the Swedish technical universities that focused on the correlation 


between the human being and his/ her needs for the design of the individual dwelling. The 
 aim was to create ideal cities based on evidence-based findings, and implemented through a 
 detailed decision-making and planning process.  


En Suède, les violences urbaines révèlent le déclassement des banlieues18
 In the radio programme, two influential representatives of the Swedish body of architects 
 were interviewed on the possible and collective guilt of this profession for being the cause of 
 the ongoing turmoil in suburbia due to poor architecture and a monotonous built 


environment.19 On the one hand, Mr Ola Andersson, Stockholm, a renowned architect and 
 participant in the public debate on appropriate architecture and the built environments, aired 
 his opinion about the conditions in the suburbs. On the other hand, Mr Erik Stenberg, 
 architect and dean of the School of Architecture, Royal Institute of Technology, KTH, 
 Stockholm, contributed with his insights from living in one of the afflicted suburbs, Tensta, 
 but also working with different refurbishment actions in different suburbs realised during the 
 1970s. In an attempt to animate an interest for this type of architecture, Stenberg has 


promoted the opening of a local branch of the School of Architecture, KTH in Tensta. 


In a typically impetuous tone, the radio journalist asked the architects to elaborate on the 
 relation between the architecture of the suburbs and the ongoing riots. The architects 
 disagreed on how to label the large-scale realisation of the suburbs from the 1970s on a 
 continuum of something between a complete failure and an outstanding achievement. 


Andersson defended the view that given the present situation in suburbia, the expansion of 
 during the 1970s had to be considered as a major planning error. In contrast, Stenberg argued 
 that a fourth of the present stock of Swedish residential buildings was built during the period 
 of 1965 to 1975, and, therefore, it was erroneous to maintain that this expansion was a failure 
 and based on false assumptions. Stenberg claimed that the realisation of the Swedish suburbs 
 was so innovative that even today no one could fully grasp the innovativeness of this large-
 scale architectural and social planning. All the same, the architects shared a common view on 
        


15 In Swedish ABC städer, where A equals ARBETE (Work), B equals BOSTAD (Housing), and C refers to CENTRUM 
 (Commercial centres). 


16Lilja, E, 1999: Den ifrågasatta förorten. Identitet och tillhörighet i moderna förorter. Stockholm: Byggforskningsrådet/ 


FORMAS forskningsstiftelse.  


17 Mr Holm defended his thesis ´Familj och bostad (Family and habitation) in 1955 at the Royal Institute of Technology, 
 KTH, at Stockholm, and, then, became one of the first in the tradition of writing a thesis in architecture, a tradition begun in 
 1934, when Gustaf Birch-Lindgren defendHGKLVWKHVLVRQ6ZHGLVKKRVSLWDOSODQQLQJ³6YHQVNDODVDUHWWVE\JJQDGHUPRGHUQ
 ODVDUHWWE\JJQDGVNRQVWLWHRULRFKSUDNWLN´ 


18 In Sweden, the violence in the suburbs reveals the downgrading of these environments. In: 


www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2013/05/23/en-suede-les-violences-urbaines-mettent-en-lumiere-le-declassement-des-
 banlieues_3415816_3214.html  


19 www.sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=478&artikel=5546854  



(18)the responsibility of the municipal real estate companies. 


In a refurbishment situation, these companies prefer to focus on a totally different group of 
 tenants than the one that will occupy the flats in real life. Despite the fact that the most 
 probable end user will be a person with an immigrant background and with some sort of 
 financial support from the municipality, the municipal real estate companies presume that new 
 tenants will be the standard 3-4 person family, where both parents are employed with stable 
 economies. Stenberg argued for an updated and more closely attuned adjustment process of 
 WKHUHDOHVWDWHFRPSDQLHV¶VWRFNRIdifferent flat sizes in order to meet the needs of the real 
 inhabitants, often large families comprising of children and adults, sometimes two to three 
 generations. According to Stenberg, one way of doing this would be to reconstruct the 
 residential blocks with a variety of floor plans and flat sizes, and thus address the highly 
 personalised family situation of their future residents. 


La baQOLHXHO¶pSUHXYHGHO¶XWRSLH20


In the beginning of the 1970s, the public reaction to the architecture and the built environment 
 of suburbs like the ones of Rinkeby and Tensta was fiercely negative. In an attempt to address 
 the criticism, some adjustments were made that implied a more varied scale of residential 
 buildings, going from high-rise buildings to two-storey terraced houses. In addition, the 
 physical planning included large areas for commercial or industrial use in order to create 
 workplaces. However, these adjustments were not followed through in the case of Husby, 
 which has several similarities with the sister suburbs of Rinkeby and Tensta. The only 
 noticeable adjustment to the public criticism was a closer attention to the natural setting, and 
 trees and landscape impediments were integrated between the residential buildings. The 
 pastoral landscape, which existed before 1966, continues even today as enclaves in the 
 redeveloped land for suburbia: farm buildings, single houses, and historical remains from 
 even earlier. In Husby, the 19th century farm buildings are used as community centre for the 
 area, and for some odd reason, all the street names in Husby refer to Norway. 


In the radio programme, Stenberg maintained that similar planning strategies like the ones of 
 the Million Programme, but on a smaller scale are still in use, e.g. new expansions of 


residential areas on land previously used for industry or harbour activities close to central 
 Stockholm: several contemporary instruments for physical planning, which are issued by the 
 NBHBP, contain revised and reworked parts of the original document from 1968.21 The 
 northern suburbs outside Stockholm still demonstrate the particular architecture of the 1970s, 
 while the suburbs that were built south of Stockholm display various attempts to make this 
 architecture more pleasing to the user groups and, perhaps, the eye. The refurbishment actions 
 have been realised as part of social projects to upgrade the built environment and create user 
 involvement. Some of the large pre-fabricated buildings have been demolished or converted 
 into small-scale terraced houses. Part of the changes in the southern suburbs has been part of a 
 maintenance programme for the buildings.  


However, knowledge and strategies for realising a large-scale upgrade of the suburbs are 
 disparate. In addition, a fundamental shift has occurred: what was then a major societal 


investment that united municipal and national investments has now fractioned into a multitude 
 of individual maintenance programmes for different municipal real estate companies to 


       


20 The suburbs, a test for utopia, from /H\YDO'/DEDQOLHXHO¶pSUHXYHGH O¶XWRSLHParis : EPU Sciences Humaines 
 et Sociales.  


21 Hagson, A, 2004: Stads- och trafikplaneringens paradigm. En studie av SCAFT 1968, dess förebilder och efterföljare. 



(19)realise. Beside these measurable facts, public opinion still regards the realisation of Swedish 
 suburbia to be the type of architecture and built environment that is a hostile and inhuman 
 milieu, whereas architects and other design professions are more inclined to understand the 
 realisation in terms of material, repetition, structure and new building techniques. The need to 
 refurbish the residential buildings of the Million Programme is growing. Within the next 
 decade, at least half this number will need to be upgraded, with an estimated cost of 250 
 billion SEK.22


Les demi-vérités sur les émeutes de Stockholm23


In early June, rain and reinforced police forces managed to curb the arsonist tendencies in 
 Swedish suburbia. Persons, who were active in the events, were apprehended by the police, 
 and judicial procedures were initiated. Swedish and international researchers, active in all of 
 the various fields of housing research, ranging from sociology to architecture, called for a 
 special parliamentary commission that would investigate the state of Swedish suburbia.24 On 
 the national radio, a series of documentaries from different suburbs around the country, 
 entitled ³7KHGLYLGHG6ZHGHQ´DQGUHDOLVHGGXULQJJDLQHGDQHYHQJUHDWHU 


relevance.17The series confirmed the conformity and lethargy in this particular environment, 
 with an unemployment rate that sometimes touches a level of 40 per cent.25  The matter of 
 integrating people with immigrant background in Swedish society has once again entered the 
 political agenda. The right-wing Swedish government promotes its already on-going 


investments in special allocations to troubled suburban areas in Swedish municipalities,26 and 
 the topic was further dissected in depth during the yearly political discussion at Almedalen, 
 Gotland, on 30 June to 7 July.  


The worldwide reputation of the Swedish welfare model is slowly being restored to its past 
 glory: In early June, one of the police men, involved in the shooting of the older man in May, 
 was indicted.27 Claims have been made that the Swedish police has to change its approach and 
 methods in similar events in the future. 28 The cracks in the façade of the welfare model have 
 been attributed to criminal persons, who are active in some suburbs. By late June, the first 
 sentences for arson and extensive damage were passed in the case that is now termed as the 
 Husby riots. 29 Things went back to what they used to be, as the whole of Sweden was 
 preparing for Midsummer and the summer vacation period. There is little to suggest that the 
 Husby riots will have a lasting effect on the Swedish suburbs. Instead, it is suggested that they 
 can be ranged in a long historic tradition of other but similar riots with a communal root, 
 inherent problems of the Swedish society when it comes to ethnicity and integration.30 As 
 such, the Husby riots can be seen as an exponent of the silence that surrounds such matters in 
 the Swedish society, and the less glorious past of Swedish servility vis-à-vis Nazi-Germany.  


       


22 http://www.kth.se/forskning/pa-djupet/miljonprogrammets-styrkor-och-svagheter-1.329345 


23 The half truths on the riots in Stockholm. In : www.courrierinternational.com/article/2013/05/24/les-demi-verites-sur-les-
 emeutes-de-stockholm.  


24 Husby-kommission krävs för djup analys. SvD, 2013-06-01. http://www.svd.se/opinion/brannpunkt/husby-kommission-
 kravs-for-djup-analys_8230682.svd 


25Sveriges Radio, Studio ett, fördjupad nyhetsrapportering: Det delade Sverige. 


http://sverigesradio.se/sida/gruppsida.aspx?programid=1637&grupp=8981 (2013-07-05).  


26 Regeringskansliet, 2013: Stimulansbidrag. Stockholm: Regeringskansliet 


27Ekot, 2013-05-28: Polis misstänkt efter dödsskjutningen i Husby,  http://www.svt.se/nyheter/regionalt/abc/polis-misstankt-
 efter-dodsskjutning-i-husby


28 Wiklander. D, 2013: Polisen måste bli öppnare efter skotten i Husby. 2013: Stockholm: Svt. 


debatt.svt.se/2013/05/.../polisen-maste-bli-oppnare-efter-skotten-i-husby/ (2013-07-03). 


29 SvD, 2013: Första domen efter Husbykravallerna. http://www.svd.se/nyheter/inrikes/forsta-domen-efter-
 husbykravaller_8320838.svd (2013-07.05). 


30 Priftis, M, 2013: Kravaller får näring uppifrån. I: Svenska Dagbladet, debattsidan, 2013-07-01, sid 20-21. Stockholm: 


Svenska Dagbladet.  



(20)Une banlieue perdue réinvente la vie31


In mid-June, the Stockholm Urban Planning Committee was supposed to decide on the long 
 prepared new development plan for the Husby area.32 Given the recent turmoil, the matter was 
 considered to be too inflammable and it was redirected to the Urban Planning administration 
 for revision. Ironically, this time the contracted architects, the White Architect AB, 


Stockholm, had proposed the elimination of the elevated separation between pedestrians and 
 cars, while the local interest organisation, The Network for the future of Järva,33  has raised 
 protests against both this and other ideas, in particular a further condensation of the built 
 environment by new residential buildings. The local interest organisDWLRQ³WKHORFDOV´


FRQVLGHUVWKHGHYHORSPHQWSODQDVDQH[SRQHQWRIZKDW³WKHRXWVLGHUV´LHDUFKLWHFWV
 planners, politicians and other actors on a regional and national level want for this particular 
 suburb. The development plan has been prepared in a participatory design process that has 
 LQYROYHGERWK³WKHORFDOV´DQGWKH³RXWVLGHUV´,WGDWHVEDFNWRDespite this long 
 collaboration, the following four statements encapsulate a controversy that revolves around 
 the sense of being at home in the suburbs.  


The local representative says:  - Architects have too many fixed ideas. Today, everything is 
 supposed to resemble the inner city, but what makes the environment more attractive by 
 introducing the cars?34  


While the architects say: - Personally, I think that there has been a strong focus on what is 
 considered to be negative in the architecture and the built environment that is found in Husby, 
 and little attention paid to what can be gained by changing the environment. It is hard to 
 imagine future changes, and this is a problem that is part of architecture. As architects, we 
 supply an outside perspective to a familiar environment in order to demonstrate how things 
 can be changed.35  


The architects of the Urban Planning Administration conclude: - We have to work with 
 detailed plans for individual properties, instead, such as the conversion of existing buildings 
 intended for garages and parking into residential buildings. There is no longer any structural 
 analysis for the development of Husby.36  


In the end, the development plan becomes a matter of politics: One of the politicians, 
 currently in power, says: - It became evident [during the presentation of the development 
 plan] that the local population considered the suggested changes as being too invasive. Thus, 
 I found it necessary not to go ahead with the present plan. We also initiated a discussion with 
 other political parties that are not part of the current political majority, since a realisation of 
 the plan would imply a long-term commitment by all parties.37  


       


31 Pascalidou, A, 2013: Une banlieue perdue réinvente la vie. http://www.sweden.se/fr/Accueil/Travailler-vivre/A-lire/Une-
 banlieue-perdue-reinvente-la-vie/ 


32 Gunne, N, 2013: Husby utan PLAN.I: Arkitekten Juni/ Juli 2013. Sveriges Arkitekter. http://www.arkitekt.se/s78123 
 (2013-07-04). 


33 In Swedish: Nätverket för Järvas framtid. Järva is often used as one designation for the geographical area in which the five 
 suburbs of Akalla, Husby, Kista, Rinkeby, and Tensta are situated.  


34 In Swedish: - Det finns många fixa idéer bland arkitekter. Idag ska allt se ut som innerstan. Men hur blir miljön trevligare 
 för att man för in bilar? 


35 ± Jag kan tycka att man i Husby har fokuserat väldigt mycket på det man uppfattar som negativt, och för lite på vad man 
 kan vinna. Men det är svårt att föreställa sig framtida förändringar. Det är ett problem vi alltid har som arkitekter. Vi kommer 
 utifrån och ska visa hur andras hemmiljö kan förändras.


36 ± Istället får man arbeta med enskilda detaljplaner för varje projekt, såsom omvandling av parkeringshus till bostäder. Det 
finns inte längre någon strukturell plan för Husby.



(21)&RQFOXVLRQ/D6XqGHQ¶HVWSlus  étrangère aux émeutes38


In the context of the Swedish suburbs, architecture must be understood as a collective 
 endeavor in which the democratic, decision-making process is an integral element of the 
 design process of the future built environment (Gerd Bloxham_Zettersten 2000; Dunin-
 Woyseth 2001). Hence, this creative work also depends on the contemporaneous cultural and 
 social beliefs (Bourdieu 1972; Lundequist 1995). The events in Husby in May 2013 


demonstrated that the architectural space is subject to a type of relational thinking that does 
 not only refer to architectural design and town planning: Questions of identity, place and 
 space influence the planning and realisation of architectural space (Darling 2009; Jackson 
 2006).  


Given the complexity of Swedish suburbia, or for that matter any large-scale suburb realised 
 during the period of 1960 to 1980 anywhere in the world, the methods for solving flaming 
 riots like the one in Husby requires a much more delicate approach than the one suggested by 
 the  former French president, Mr Sarkozy, in 2007 ± nettoyer la cité au Kärcher.39 Not even 
 the classical approach that the Italian architect Palladio suggested during the 16th century is 
 sufficient ± before starting to build, one has to plan well.40 In that aspect, the problems of 
 Swedish suburbia evoke an old tension about whether architecture is solely an artistic 
 expression, a political manifestation or ultimately a living environment, in which the 
 architecture and the town planning has become appropriated by the inhabitants (Lefebvre 
 1985).  
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fanns anledning att gå vidare med det. Vi hade också diskussioner över partigränserna eftersom ett genomförande skulle 
 sträcka sig över flera mandatperioder.


38 Sweden is not longer unaware of riots. In: http://www.liberation.fr/monde/2013/05/23/la-suede-n-est-plus-etrangere-aux-
 emeutes_905240. 


39 Cleansing the city by use of high water pressure, as the president suggested in 2007, http://www.ina.fr/video/I09086606 


40 $XWKRU¶VWUDQVODWLRQLQWR6ZHGLVKRIWKHZRUGLQJ,QQDQEHJLQQHUE\JJDE|UPDQSODQHUDYlO 
Palladio, A. (1570), Fyra böcker om arkitektur. (2a upplagan, 1983 edn.; Göteborg: Vinga Bokförlag).
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